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President’s Message: Jan-Feb 2010

By Jim Rubin

Real-time electronic media have changed my perspective. I’m often called to comment on a 
subject or respond to an email by the end of the day. As I write, it’s Christmas 
Eve. You won’t see this Newsletter until next year. Th e deadline for input has 
already passed and Jill is very patiently waiting for my column. But as I review 
the things I want to comment on, I’m struck by how “long ago” (months in some 
cases) these important things have actually happened. My concern is that in many 
ways, the things that need to be recognized in this note took years to achieve and 
are potentially far more important to us than the time we spend in front of our 
computers worrying about who said what, to whom and when.

I’ve also been told nobody reads this column nor the Secretary’s. Jokingly, I said 
I would ask folks to pay more attention to the information in the Newsletter, but if nobody’s 
reading it, that seems like a silly solution. Nonetheless, we press on. Please tell any Club Members 
you talk with that there are a lot of important things covered in the Newsletter and everyone 
should take the time to read it.

Human nature being what it is, Th e Board is deeply concerned you are aware of all that is being 
done to make your Club better. So, we are spending more time on “Rattails” and hope those of 
you not reading this might tune into Th e Club’s Yahoo List. I’ll cover more Club-stuff  later. For 
now, let’s talk about some of the wonderful things our Members have been doing.

In the August Edition of “Dogs in Review,” Greg Siner was featured fi rst among fi ve of the most 
successful Breeder/Owner-Handlers in the AKC. His impressive 10 National Specialty Wins were 
featured along with the rest of his distinguished show career, dating back to the mid-1980s. Th e 
article explains how important it is for the sport and each breed that owners show their dogs. Greg 
spoke of passion and commitment. Th e article was a great tribute to Greg with pictures of him 
and Ch. Poole’s Ide Th en Th ere’s Maude, making it an impressive advertisement for our entire 
breed.

Th is year on the Show Circuit, IWS have been out in full force. Th ey were led by one of Greg’s 
dogs, the #1 Ranked, “Keegan,” Ch. Poole’s Ide Got Water RN (Co-Bred by Debbie Patterson, 
Co-Owned by Colleen McDaniel, Owner-Handler Stacy Duncan). Th e IWS total Dogs Defeated 

numbers dwarfed show-stalwarts like the Parti-colored Cocker. All of the top 
IWS had Group Wins. Th ese are impressive statistics for even those of you who 
don’t follow conformation. But what I have come to understand is at the highest 
levels of showing, all dogs are excellent. How one dog does over another, often can 
depend on breed recognition, as much as, individual quality. Th is is where all of us 
playing the Show-Game owe people like Greg and the late Bill Trainor a huge debt 
of gratitude. Without their eff orts to educate the fancy, none of this year’s success 
would have been possible. Th ank you, Greg.

Th is year, for the second time in a row, two IWS were entered in the Master National Retriever 
Hunting Test and they nearly “Qualifi ed” or completed the test. If dogs Qualify twice, 
they can add the MNH title to their name. Just getting into the Master National is a huge 
accomplishment. First a dog must be a Master Hunter.Additionally, at only Master National 
Clubs, dogs must pass Master Hunter Tests in 5 of the fi rst 7 attempts in the year they wish to 
attend the Master National. Congratulations to: “Murphy,” Eire’s Murphy Mullownee MH, 
Handler Brian Hartfi eld, Owner Chris Meurett, Breeders Kathryn Dingledy and William Philips, 
(“Murphy” made it halfway through the test) and; “Nike,” Ch. Realta’s Just Do It MH VCD1 
CDX RE, Handler/Owner Dr. Christine Robertson, Breeder Rosemary Sexton (“Nike” needed 
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only one more round to Qualify). Look for Christine’s write-up later in this Newsletter.

For the 125th AKC Anniversary, the Eukanuba National Championship was held in Long Beach 
California. Once again, Lois MacDonald and Sally Lewis led our Meet-Th e-Breeds outreach. 
As in New York, thousands of new folks got to meet our wonderful dogs. Lois and Sally outdid 
themselves this year, as they literally “built an Irish Pub” (walls and all) to serve as our booth. Jody 
Dushkes and Florence Blecher worked tirelessly at the booth. Ms. Betty White came by and fell 
madly in love with our dogs. She said she just wanted to spend the whole day there with Jacqui 
Fussel and her (Group Placing) girl “Hemi.” It was quite an impressive gathering of the clan. 
For dinner everyone trooped over to the Auld Dubliner (a real Irish Pub) across from the show 
site and showed the Dog World how, in our breed, we can compete in the 
Show Ring and still have fun and enjoy each others’ company. I’m personally 
indebted to Dorothy Line for outstanding reporting and photos. Th anks. All 
of us feel like we were there.

On the other side of the Nation, in Providence, Rhode Island, a group of 
us got together for Take-Th e-Lead’s Annual Holiday Party(Take-Th e-Lead 
provides direct services, support and care for people in the sport of purebred 
dogs who suff er the devastation of life-threatening or terminal illness).Tara 
Darling-Lyon was conducting a Judges’ Education Seminar. Kim Kezer, 
Judy Goonyep, Grace Wilkinson and Lindy Williams were helping with 
“example-dogs.” We had a wonderful time. Kim wouldn’t let anyone leave the table, for any 
reason, until we developed a plan to restart Th e Club’s Merchandising Program. So, our new 
program will be tied to our website. Judy will “take the lead” with Lindy covering inventory and 
order completion. I must say, Kim has a very interesting (and successful) management approach.

Now, some quick Club “housekeeping” updates:

Th e Breeders Committee has been renamed the Breeders Education Committee. Th ere are new 
criteria for Membership and Advertising. Mindy Garbarino is the Chair. Th e Committee is now 
open to all IWSCA Members willing to agree to the Criteria. CHIC is the primary requirement 
for breed-stock. Mindy has done a fantastic job leading the Committee through some diffi  cult 
changes. Filled with renewed energy, we can all look forward to the important work of this group. 

Th e website is back up: http://iwsca.webs.com/

We’re all very excited about the AKC’s credentialing of Evie VanUden as our Delegate. While 
illness kept her from recently attending her fi rst Delegate forum, look for her updates in this 
Newsletter and keep in mind that all of us can read the Minutes from Delegate Meetings at: 
http://www.akc.org/about/delegate_meeting_minutes.cfm

Th e Club’s new Financial Structure is being reviewed by your Board.

Consistent with our By-Laws, the Nominations Committee has completed their work. Look for 
a status report from them and Debbie Bilardi, our Secretary, in this Newsletter. Hopefully, by the 
time you read this, you’ll have had plenty of updates and timelines on Rattails.

Th e Health and Genetics Committee is working to develop a new IWS Health Survey.

2009 was very challenging for our Club. It is my fervent hope 2010 will bring us more fun with 
our Irishers, a continuing, vital, involved club, a focus on serving more than just our Members 
through education, rescue & research and an expanded focus on Fundraising and New members.  
We hope to see each of you in Maryland at the end of April and early May.  In the meantime, 
please keep those cards and letters coming.  Your Board depends upon you—each of you—for 
your comments, ideas, and energy. Continuing to make our Club successful will take us all, 
working together, everyday.
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Secretaries Report - Board Business 
Oct 15 to Dec 15, 2009

By Deborah Bilardi

Nov. 18, 2009 IWSCA Board Conference Call

Present were Board Members  Pres. Jim Rubin, 1st VP Greg Johnson, 2nd VP Missy 
McMunn, Treasurer Sandy Ascot, Membership Jeremy Kezer, AKC Delegate Evie Van Uden 

and Secretary Deborah Bilardi

Guests present were Health and Genetics Committee Members Laurel Baglia, 
Chairman and Sharon Moreland.

Jim called the meeting to order at 5:10 PM.

Th e fi rst item on the agenda was a presentation by the Health and Genetics 
Committee requesting funds for a health survey. Th eir presentation followed the 
Program Budgeting recommendations, but another plan was recently suggested so 
the H&G Committee will be following up on the second program. Th e item was 
tabled until the second plan can be presented. 

Jim then gave the Board and the H&G Committee an explanation of the new 
fi nancial structure he recommends using the Club’s Notational Chart of Accounts and the 
Program Budgeting Chart. Th ese charts are posted to the fi les section in Rattails Only List.

At this point the H&G Committee left the call. 

Th e next items were the results of the Breeders’ Committee vote. A motion to vote was 
made by Deborah and seconded by Jeremy. Th e motion passed unanimously. Th e Breeders’ 
Committee is now called the Breeders’ Education Committee. Th ere are now two types of 
membership each have their own membership criteria. Th e fi rst is a general membership open 
to everyone and the second is an advertising membership with more strict requirements for 
membership. Th e requirements are posted to the fi les section in Rattails Only List.

We then discussed a member’s letter regarding IWSCA’s recognition of performance dogs that 
was received by the Board on Nov. 13th. Th e member had been contacted and is now on the 
Awards Committee.  Th ank you!

A proposal for the 2012 IWSCA National Specialty was read and accepted. A discussion on 
how we need to restructure our National Specialty communications between past, present and 
future committees and the Board followed. We determined more work was needed to be done 
on this subject.

Th e By-Laws Committee update was given by Deborah. Th e committee has been structured 
to discuss each item to be changed, and then we are polled approve or not approved on each 
item. We will be working on the exact wording of the changes when all discussion of changes 
is complete. 

 Th e Nominating Committee Greg Johnson, Tim Ufkes and Kent Shaver with alternates 
Ginny Spencer and Dorothy Line are contacting the present Board members to see what 
positions they will need to fi ll. Anyone wishing to self nominate or to nominate someone else 
simply needs to contact anyone on the committee. All election dates will be published later.

 Th e IWSCA Website, IWSCA.ORG is under construction and will be up soon.
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We are looking for a Rescue Chairman. A Co-Chairman situation is being worked on.

We are looking for a replacement for the Southwest Representative. 

 Greg and Missy spoke about the 2010 National and Deborah spoke about the 2011 
National.    

An off er to replace the retired Dogdatfl ys Challenge Trophy was 
discussed. Evie made the motion, Missy seconded and the motion was 
approved unanimously.

Th e meeting ended at 6:20 PM

IWSCA Board Business From the List for Oct 15-Dec. 15 

2009

Th e AKC requested input from us on both IWS Regional Clubs on 
whether they can continue to hold AKC events. Th is Board approved 
IWSCOPS and TCIWSC for the next three years.

Th e Board investigated using Wilton-Armatele Pewter for supported entry standard trophies 
and National Specialty standard trophies. Th is proved too costly do to Wilton-Armatele 
Pewter requiring a 50 piece minimum of each item purchased. Th e Board vetoed the request.

Th e Board is happy to announce the Best of Winners Challenge Trophy, the Ann Snelling 
Champion Naptandy Bonnie Scarlet Trophy, is fully refurbished and residing with the 
National Specialty BOW Realta Starwalker and owner Amy Loewen. Th ank you Amy for 
allowing us the time to complete the work even though it meant less time with you. Th ank 
you also to Kim Kezer, Kim’s brother-in-law, Kim’s Mother and Jack McDaniel for all your 
hard work bringing this trophy back to being a work of art with a shipping box included.

Th e Board is discussing club fundraising. We hope to have a new fundraising system in place 
soon!

Th e Board approved a new challenge trophy. From Rosemary Sexton: Th e Dogdatfl ys 
Challenge Trophy was retired this year as Vida has won it three times. It holds a special place 
in my heart having been made by Deb... and it is also very diffi  cult to transport. Th erefore I 
would like to submit a new trophy, “Th e Stellar Realta Challenge Trophy”, of turned wood 
plate made by our very own Jack McDaniel to be awarded to the Highest Scoring Irish Water 
Spaniel in the regular obedience classes at the IWSCA National Specialty. For permanent 
possession to be won three times by the same owner, not necessarily with the same dog nor 
at consecutive trials. Th e trophy will be retained by the winner until one month before the 
next Specialty (or may hand deliver to the Specialty Trophy Chair) and will be engraved by 
the winner with the winning dog’s name, title(s), date won, winning class and score prior to 
returning it to the Specialty Trophy Chair. 

It was brought to the Boards attention that due to a programming error at CHIC, 11 IWS 
have been issued CHIC numbers without meeting our requirements. We require the CERF 
tests be done after 24 months of age for CHIC recognition. Th ese 11 dogs were not yet 24 
months when they were CERF’d and yet CHIC issued a CHIC number. If your dog one of 
the 11, you will be receiving a letter from me. We are requesting you turn in a CERF test, on 
this dog, done after the dog’s 2nd birthday.

Th e Breeders’ Education Committee voted to make Mindy Garbarino their Committee 
Chairman. Th e Board approved Mindy Garbarino as the fi rst Breeders’ Education 
Committee Chairman.



 Solid Gold is the only dog food company 
that is a member of the Organic Trade 
Association, the American 
Nutraceutical Association, the 
Medicinal Food Association,  
Nutraceutical Foods Association and 
the Life Extension Association.

 For a catalog or store near you call or email us at:
(619) 258-7356 or (619) 258-1914 (M-F 10-5 PST) or 
E-mail us at sarah@solidgoldhealth.com or 
www.solidgoldhealth.com 

Solid Gold Health Products for Pets, 
the Holistic Animal Nutrition Center
1331 N. Cuyamaca
El Cajon, CA 92020

        Solid Gold recently had a vendor booth at a large multi-day dog show. The fi rst day, an angry woman 
came to our booth. She had been attending a national conference for her breed.
        The speaker had made the audience aware of  possible federal legislation. Only two pets would be 
allowed pet family. The lady had fi ve dogs.
        “Which of  my three dogs am I expected to kill?” She asked.
         Seems as though the federal government said that dogs are dirty and the amount of  food 
“wasted” on dogs could be sent to under developed countries of  the world.
          My Great Danes aren’t dirty. They are bathed at least once a month with our Super Sen Gelle Sham-
poo for sensitive skin (6-1 concentrate.) Then, they are conditioned with our Solid Gold jojoba rinse (6-1 
concentrate.) Jojoba is the only oil that penetrates three layers of  skin and rebuilds cell tissue. Don’t rinse 
off. Can be used daily for dry itchy skin.

          Some ladies pay $100 an hour for such SPA treatment.
            Remember in 2007, when 197 American dog food companies where exposed and recalled for fraud for having their 
dog food made in China, 6000-7000 pets died of  kidney failure. Supposedly, this problem has been corrected. However, even 
now, there are only about fi ve dog foods made in the U.S. Solid Gold has always been sourced and made in the U.S.
          One company sourced its ingredients from China and shipped here. Then, the ingredients were manufactured here. They 
advertised that their food was made in the U.S. This is deception, people don’t care where the machinery is, they want to know 
where the food is grown. Finally, in 2009, this company said it would source the ingredients from the U.S.
          Recently, in Miami, Florida, a class action suit was fi led against several major pet food manufacturing companies. The suit 
alleges that these companies frequently advertised that their food was healthy and safe. In fact, these companies were using 
euthanized dogs and cats, waste products, restaurant grease fat, hair, hooves, road kill, toxic chemicals and additives. (Refer-
ence Pet Products Industry Magazine, July 2007.) Solid Gold was not involved.
          Some dog food companies use peanut hulls as a cheap fi ller. Many hulls contain a fungus that causes ear infections. If  
this happens, spend 69¢ at the market for apple cider vinegar. Put it on a cotton ball, squeeze out the excess and clean out 
the ear. A fungus is an alkali, apple cider vinegar is an acid. If  there is a cut, dilute the vinegar so it won’t sting. Then, put in 
two squirts of  Solid Gold Ear Care with Comfrey. Comfrey works in a strange way. It causes the cells to multiply, with such 
rapidity that the cells actually implode upon themselves and kill themselves. It also works on fungus infection between the 
toes. But use vinegar fi rst.
          You can order from us directly if  your local store doesn’t  carry them.
          So if  you want a healthy dog food, feed Solid Gold. It is the Best Dog Food in the World for your “fur person”

          Now, about coincidences: It was over 100 years ago, that farmer Fleming in Scotland was walking along with Goldie, 
his Golden Retriever.
          Suddenly, Goldie stopped and listened. A child’s voice could be heard screaming. Farmer Fleming ran toward the river. 
A boy about 10 years old was being swept downstream. The boy grabbed an overhanging tree. Fleming told Goldie to “go get 
him”, but the boy wouldn’t let go of  the branch. Fleming uncoiled his rope that he had been carrying and put in the Goldie’s 
mouth and commanded Goldie again. This time, the boy wrapped the rope around his waist and let go. Fleming pulled from 
the front and Goldie pushed from the rear. They landed on shore. Then, the boy went home.
          The next day, a coach and four horses pulled up to Fleming’s house. The gentlemen wanted to give Fleming a reward. 
But Fleming declined. Then, the rich man proposed that he would pay the tuition of  Fleming’s son for the same private school 
as his son went to, so he could get a good education. Fleming gladly accepted.
          Eventually, the farmer’s son went to St. Mary’s Medical School and became Dr. Fleming who developed penicillin.          
          Many years later, the rich man’s son became very ill with a deadly infection. It was the penicillin that saved his life.

          You know the river boy who eventually became famous. His name is Winston Churchill.
          Th ere are no coincidences. 

There Are No Coincidences
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Letter to the Membership

By Greg Johnson

Election participation:  Yes, you can make a diff erence !

As I write this letter, the nomination committee is fi nalizing a slate of candidates to be 
presented for election to the Board of Directors for the 2010-2011 club year.    At the same 
time, an appointed committee is working on a revision to the club’s by-laws.  Th ose revisions 
will be presented to club members for a vote of approval once the Board of Directors 
recommends them.   Th is process will not be completed in time for the upcoming election.  
With this in mind, I want to encourage membership-wide participation in choosing your 
Board of Directors.

I would be called delusional if I did not refer to the “excitement” created by the last election.   
Th is was the fi rst multi-candidate election in many years  as I understand it !  I should 
know, I was in the middle of  all the “excitement” and controversy.   I was never opposed to 
additional candidates.  I do feel however, that the introduction of those additional candidates 
could have been handled better and with less “excitement”.

Let me be perfectly clear here.  I welcome more candidates selected by the membership.   
Personally, I believe we should have 3 candidates for each offi  ce.  However, when the 
Constitution and By-Laws were drawn by the club leaders, it was a diff erent world.   Th e 
communication and technology capabilities  that we take for granted today have made the 
potential for ACTIVE participation in our Club and its politics by ALL members a welcome 
reality.

Th at brings me to the point of this letter.   How do “we” as club members declare our interest 
in participating in the election process as a candidate or nominate a candidate without  
raising cries of Heresy and Division ??   Th e answer is simple.  Follow the steps outlined  
in the current By-laws.  (ARTICLE IV  Section 4).   To be a candidate, all a nominee (a 
member in good standing ) is required to have to run for an offi  ce is a signed letter of intent 
to stand for election signed by 3 individual club members in good standing as well.  Th at 
signed petition should then be sent directly to the  club secretary, not a second or third party 
for forwarding to the secretary.  Th is is all very clear in the  IWSCA By-Laws.

Th e key to a successful and informed election is timing.  Th e sooner the membership is 
introduced to candidates for offi  ce, the better and more informed the membership is to 
choose the candidates that best represent them and the breed.    

Th e nomination and election timeline is well described in the By-Laws  under ARTICLE IV.   
We can use that time line in two ways; early and pro-active or last minute and re-active.  I 
would hope that we all will work pro-actively for the IWSCA and the breed.

Th e slate of candidates presented by the nominating committee may not all be your choice 
of ideal candidates.  Maybe only one candidate of the seven nominees on the submitted slate 
is your choice.  Th is is your opportunity to encourage other members of the club to step 
forward and participate in the election or throw your own hat into the ring !

Personally, I would like to see a minimum of two candidates for each of the seven positions.   
For far too many years prior to my involvement in the club, the nomination and election 
process was  merely a passing of the offi  ce to anyone willing to take it.   Th e entire 



7
Irish Water Spaniel Club of America 

Jan-Feb 2010    

membership of the IWSCA has the opportunity to participate in the future of our club and 
breed in this election process.  I encourage everyone to do so.

Respectfully,
Greg Johnson, IWSCA member

Northeast Report

By Tara Darling-Lyon

We hope you all have a very happy and healthy New Year.  

Th e show scene has been very slow, with nothing that I know of to report.  Th ings 
will gear up again midwinter, as February will bring about Westminster.

Hunting results 

Selchie (Ch Chantico Spirit In Th e Surf RN) was handled by Kim Kezer to her AKC JH title at 
the LIGRC hunt tests in Manorville, NY on October 24-25th.

Tango (Ch Ballyhoo’s Ima Tango Dancer CD JH) was handled to her UKC Started Hunting 
Retriever title by Jeremy Kezer at the SRHRC hunt tests in West Buxton, ME on September 

12-13th.

Other News 

After a semi retirement, Jared went back into competing December 27, 2009 at the 
Blue Ribbon Dog Sport Coaching Trial at Randolph New Jersey.  He qualifi ed in all 
3 APDT Rally Levels at the same trial - Level 1 - 209 out of 210, Level 2 - 206 out of 
210 and Level 3 - 205 out of 210 - to pick up his First MASTERARCHEX leg.  He 
needs 10 for the title.  He smiled and wagged so much that he made everyone smile 
about how happy he was to be out competing again.  Jared will be 10 in April but still 
loves to go out and compete..  Natalie and Jared -(RAE UD RL1 RL1X RL2 RL2X 
RL3 RL3X ARCH ARCHX ARCHEX CD-H CDX-H)

Natalie received a surprise title in the mail.  Juliette seems to have earned the RL2X2 Individual 
Championship title.  Th is is 20 qualifi cations at the Rally Level 2 level.  She earned this 
October 4, 2009, at Great Companions in Pennsylvania.

Mid-Atlantic Report

by Hannah Loonsk

New Rally Titles

Marilyn Cantrell’s CH Irish Mist’s Mickey McGuire RA, RN (Mickey) placed fi rst in Rally 
Advanced two days in a row at the Middleburg Kennel Club show in October.  Th e next 
month, he fi nished his title at the Catoctin Kennel Club show and Marilyn’s Ballyhoo’s Juicy 
Plum (Shayla) earned her fi rst rally leg in Rally Novice.  Way to go!
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UKC Champions

Folly’s Candy Apple Red earned the title of UKC Champion at the age of eight months at 
the Courtland, VA, shows. Moe is looking to make her a dual champion with an AKC title 
as well. She will now be present on the top ten list for Irish Water Spaniels in the UKC this 
year.  Also at the Courtland, VA shows, Teresa Willford’s Cutter earned his Grand Champion 
title with UKC.  Congrats!

Success in Agility

Stephanie O’Reilly’s Cuardach Makes My Heart Soar (Glider) has earned two novice agility 
titles. She earned her Novice Jumpers With Weaves title on November 1st and her Novice 
Standard title on November 28th.  Awesome!

Just Meant to Be

Shari Conley wrote: “Moe Gasparetti did the leg work and I am the recipient of a very sweet, 
occasionally spooked, 2 1/2 year old bitch.  Her “offi  cial name” when we get an ILP number 
will be Springtimes Star of Sirius, Siri for short.  We are still trying to establish her lineage.  
She came to a shelter in Northeast North Carolina on two diff erent occasions, once turned 
in by her original owner, and again by the family of an older lady who needed to go into an 
assisted living situation.  We are in the process of completing heartworm treatment which 
was fi rst identifi ed in September and not treated until I got her.  She is looking like good 
fi eld dog material as she is continually pointing at running critters and jerking my arm out of 
my socket if I don’t see her intended prey before she does.  In the house, she is a con-artist, a 
counter surfer, a chow hound, and escape artist (if we give her an opportunity.)  Mostly she 
is lovable and looks for any lap she can put her head on.  Any ideas about Siri’s genealogy 
would be interesting and helpful.  Timing for Siri was good as we lost our Cappy (Poole’s Ide 
Tidemark) on May 14th.  Moe said we had not had a rescue in this part of the country for 
about eight years, so this was just meant to be.  Th ank you, Moe!”

Maryland Sporting Dog Association Show – IWSCA Supported Entry

Please join us at the Maryland Sporting Dog Association show on March 5-7, 2010. Th ere 
will be an IWSCA supported entry on Saturday March 6th. Th e Maryland Sporting Dog 
show is a nice indoor venue and we will have our own building for grooming, crating, 
socializing, and lunch!

Blistering Ballyhooligan!

Dede Selph wrote: “Yesterday (November 20th) I took off  work to watch Chris 
Bartos run Ember (Ballyhoo’s Light My Fire) in an AKC agility trial in New 
Jersey.  WOW - she is really living up to her name - and only a year and a half 
old!  She tore up the Novice JWW and Novice Standard!  First place in JWW 
and 2nd place in Standard - and lots of border collies there to compete with!  
Th ese are her fi rst legs in these classes; she also has a Novice Fast leg that she got 
last weekend.  Chris and Ember are really a joy to watch - and a special joy to 
a breeder to see a pup do so well!  Elissa Kirkegard (has Ember’s sire Gali) and 
Susanne Hogan, who was here visiting, also drove over to watch, and we all went 
to dinner afterwards.  Th ere is just something warm and cozy about hanging 
out with IWS folks!  I sure feel lucky!”  Th e great results continued for Chris and 
Ember last weekend, with two 1sts, two 2nds and a 3rd place.  According to Chris, “Ember 

Chris Bartos and Ember 
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only had one run where she was close to losing control, but overall she did very well. Th e last run 
of the day was jumpers, and she did it in almost half of the course time - 23 seconds on a 40 second 
course! It was hard for me to maintain control, but it was a BLAST!”

Got News?

Th e Mid-Atlantic Region includes Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, and Washington DC. If you didn’t send news for this newsletter, don’t worry, you can 
always send it for the next newsletter. Just email your news to me at hannahlo@comcast.net. Please 
also remember to send me your show results if you would like them to be included in the Mid-
Atlantic Regional report.

South East Report

By Deborah Hughes

Th e Southeast wants to congratulate Steve Riseman and Copper (HRCH Ildanoch a Pint o Harp RE 
CD SH WCX) for fi nishing Copper’s CD with an all breed High In Trial! What’s next for this team? 
Well word is that Copper has gotten a new handler and trainer and really has his nose to the ground 
working on his next sport. I’m sure we’ll be hearing from Kathy soon. 

In other performance news, Mary Nell Barringer’s Darby (Killountain Daniel, CGC, TDI, 
RN, CD, RA) picked up his RA with high scores and a placement: 

• Dec. 11, 2009 - Brandon Kennel Club of Mississippi - Rally advanced - 87 (He 
had never seen a bar jump before, and Mary had to ask him twice to take it!))

• Dec. 12, 2009 -- Mississippi State Kennel Club -------- Rally Advanced - 95 and 
3rd place   (He boinged after every sit--the  crowd loved it! -- also had the fastest time of the 
13 in the class:  1:08)

• Dec. 13, 2009 - Mississippi State Kennel Club -Rally Advanced 94

Darby earned his CD over the summer with placements in classes and an enthusiastic audience. 
Being the lone IWS at shows in Louisiana and Texas has given him quite a following. 

While not a lot is going on in conformation in the AKC arena, Th eresa Williford has been showing 
Cutter (UKC Grand CH Dwane Of Duwuna) to his Grand Championship and a Multi-Breed Best 
in Show! Fantastic. 

And we’d like to remind everyone that the Southeast will be having a supported entry on February 
13, 2010 in Greenville, South Carolina in conjunction with the Carolina Foothills Cluster.

Mid-West Report

by Susan Sarracino-Deihl

Our fall has come and gone – a relatively benign one.  In the Upper Midwest snow is on the ground 
and the temperatures are below freezing.  I hope everyone is being watchful of the dangers our 
Irishers can face in this weather as they enjoy the snow.  
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4-H and a Junior Handler

In October Jen Beck sent me the news that in his fi rst year in 4H, her son 
Masen had entered 4H Obedience with Jen’s Irisher Lily, Ch Mallyree 
Touch of Beaufi eld.  Th e two made a grand team!  Th eir score of 188 
won Champion of his division and then they went on to win Grand 
Champion.  What a day!  Th is was a great accomplishment as Masen is 9 
and Lily is Jen’s dog.  Jen reports that Masen worked really hard at getting 
Lily to understand that she had to listen to him.  And Jen added that this 
was not an easy task because Lily would look to Jen as if to say, “Do I 
have to listen to him?”   But Lily did listen to Masen and the two “took 
home the bacon”, so to speak.

Tracking

Th e MidWest has another tracking dog.  Deb Nezgoda reports that on 
October 18, 11-month-old Ba-Rock passed his TD at Pecatonica Tracking 
Club.  Ba-Rock is Deb’s lovely boy from Colleen, Whistlestop’s Wind of 
Change.  Way to go Deb and Ba-Rock!

Agility

Several Irishers and their owners have been busy in agility.  Quill, Ch. Castlehill’s Quill 
O’Taoide, CD, AX, OAJ, completed her AX title and earned 2 JWW legs towards her AXJ.  
Quill is owned by Pat Morton.  In November Toro, Ch Mole End Breaking Th e Waves, MX, 
AXJ, OF earned her MX.  In addition Toro got her 4th double Q at the same trial. Toro is 
owned by Liz Weaver.  Congratulations to Pat and Liz on the accomplishments of their girls!

Conformation

Th ings have been slow in the conformation scene.  However Paddy, Ch Saracen Blue 
Th under on the Marsh, CD, JH took a Group 4 under Judge Robert Moore on Dec. 5 and a 
Group 2 under Judge Gloria Kerr on Dec. 6.  Paddy is owned by Susan Sarracino and Robert 
Deihl.

Congratulations to all the Irishers and their owners!

Our featured Irisher and ‘owner’ this month is Lily and Masen.  It is so nice to see a budding 
Irish Junior Handler.  Masen, congratulations on your wins with Lily!  Keep up the good 
work!

Northwest Report

By Colleen McDaniel 

Th e last show of the “season” in the NW used to be the weekend before Th anksgiving.  
We would have almost two months off  before everything got back in full swing in mid-
January.   Alas, times have changed.  Th is December was a very busy dog month for many 
of the NW folks.  Th e fi rst weekend in December we had an IWSCA supported entry in 
Vancouver, WA.  Th e following week was the Eukanuba and accompanying shows in Long 
Beach, CA that many of us ventured to.  And the weekend before Christmas saw many of us 
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participating in the IWSCOPS Annual Christmas party.  Normally I spend about two weeks 
decorating my house for Christmas (and another two to three weeks putting it away) but not 
this year.  A tree went up and a few other items and that was it.  A couple well placed Costco 
Poinsettias and a few extra candles and decorating was done.  Oh, and gift shopping….  
pretty much did not happen.  I normally detest gift cards but they were “gift du joir” this 
holiday season.  I feel like I have become “the” person that is being written about on those 
lists that go around on the internet about people that let dogs take over their lives.  You 
know the ones!  Th e usually start with something like “in my house dog hair is considered 
a condiment”.   And the gifts are barely unwrapped and already we are staring the January 
shows in the face.  Entries have already closed for the three Puyallup shows (3-6-1-0) and the 
Rose City cluster is closing this coming week.  I think we should ask show superintendents to 
maybe start off ering gift cards!  Th e cost of just the January show entries is enough to wreck 
your year before it even starts! 

Th e supported entry was a lot of fun and the trophies Jack made 
were amazing.  Especially considering that he has not been able 
to do much wood work since he had his accident with his hand.  
Many of us found our way to a little pub and brewery on Saturday 
night to celebrate the weekend.  Patrice Dodds showed her new 
girl, Tooey (Stanegate’s Second Th oughts) to Winner’s Bitch both 
days to earn her majors from the 9-12 Puppy Class.  Nancy Wiley’s 
boy, MacDuff  (Mystic MacDuff  O’Casey), got Winner’s Dog both 
days and BOW one day for a major.  Keegan (CH Poole’s Ide Got 
Water RN) got the breed both days and placed in the groups and 
Lucy (CH Stanegate Supertramp) got BOS both days.  

Th e gathering of the clan for the IWSCOPS Christmas party is 
always special.  It remains one of our favorite holiday traditions.  It 
is a potluck and the food this year was beyond wonderful.  And the 
gift exchange (and stealing and all the conniving that goes along 
with the stealing) is great fun.  And, there are some wonderful gifts 
that exchange hands (and exchange hands again and again).  But 
the best part is seeing folks you do not get to see on a regular basis.  

Th is season did have some sad sides.  Here in the NW we have two people that have IWS 
for service dogs.  Janet is wheelchair- bound as she was born with spinal bifi da.  Her current 
service dog is Finn (her fourth IWS and third IWS service dog).  Janet had some major 
health issues this season and has been in a special care unit for a couple of months now.  We 
are not sure when she will be able to get out.  And our other IWS service dog is Whoopi and 
he belongs to Katherine.  Katherine is also wheelchair-bound as she was in an accident and 
her body is a prosthesis from the waist down.  She has been having some other serious health 
issues in the last year or so and recently had another stroke.  She is back in the hospital and 
we are not sure when she will be getting out.  Although we have a boarding kennel, service 
dogs do not normally do well being boarded.  By nature of their job they are used to being 
with their person pretty much 24/7.  In fact, they are really prone to separation anxiety 
issues.  Both of these boys are very devoted to their person.  Over the years they have come 
here off  and on.  Tammy Walker does most of the grooming of these boys and has taken 
them from time to time for various reasons.  But this is the fi rst time we have had both at 
the same time and for such a length of time (especially Finn).  Tammy has stepped up and 
basically given Finn a home away from home.  But when Whoopi  also needed a place to 
stay it was just not going to be with Tammy.  A cry went out for help and Rod and Renae 
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The IWSCOPS, 2010 Irish Water Spaniel Calendar 

***LAST CHANCE****

Featuring two  Bonus Pages of photos of the 
National Specialty in Auburn Washington

Prices the same as last year, $25 per calendar and $5 shipping.

Canadian and other international currency pricing available on request.

 To Place Your Order Contact:                                                                                              
c.morgan.home@comcast.net                                                                                                                                              
(206) 524-4841                                                                                                                    
6226 Woodlawn Ave N                                                                                                            
Seattle, WA 98103 USA                             

Don’t Be left Behind!        

Southwest Report

By Liz Liddle 

Happy Holidays from the Southwest!

Dorothy Line just had a baby!!!   

Well, not really, but she has added a little girl to her household.

Welcome to Etta!   Pooles Ide At Last, (IrishtocratXEve)

Etta is 9 months old and as sweet as can be and Dorothy reports that she is a perfect with 
Jaxon and her one toothed cat, Muffi  n.   

Dorothy, we are so happy for you and ready to see you out in the ring again with your baby 
girl!

Eukanuba!

 When  December brings the Eukanuba into town, Sally Lewis and Lois MacDonald roll 
up their sleeves and start decorating for the Breed Booth!   Th is year they changed themes 
to an Irish Pub which set a comfortable scene for passers by to come in, relax and hug our 
beautiful curly friends.   

Peterson off ered their place.  So Whoopi is now romping around with Rio while he waits for 
his person to get out of the hospital.  We have some truly special people in this group of IWS 
owners and lovers.
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Sally and Lois really put their hearts into building the booth from scratch, right down to 
wallpapering the walls!  Th ey also had a long table with handouts for passers by.

You’ll see Betty White in the photo getting her fi ll of Irish Water Spaniel warmth and 
hospitality from Jacqui Fussell’s Hemi. Th ank you so much to everyone that brought their 
IWS to the booth to share with the public and HUGE thanks to Sally and Lois for putting it 

all together with a little help from their friends!

Florence reported there was a great deal of traffi  c through the booth, and 
lots of PR.  

Th ere was a great turnout of exhibitors and IWS family members from far 
and wide with Jacqui Fussell and Tony Blakely, Colleen and Jack McDaniel, 
Stacy Duncan and her Mom, Bobbie, Jen Isley who handled Sally and Lois’ 
Bonnie and her own, Diego, a lovely PWD, Russell and Jaime Nelson, 
Jody Dushkes, Tammy Walker, Becky Duckerson,  Carolyn Randel, 
Robert Lacey,  Dorothy Line with her new girl, Etta, Allana Kew, Michelle 
Cummings with her little girl, Bella and Stephanie O’Reilly working over 
in the agility ring.  I certainly hope I haven’t left anyone out, but if I have, I 

apologize in advance! In any case, a turn out of this magnatude really shows what we are all 
about!!!Congratulations to all of you for being there, which is a big win in itself and thank 
you for representing our breed!  

It was great to see some entries in the BBE class which is a big part of Eukanuba.  Jacqui’s 
“Hemi’” taking a Sporting Group 3 was amazing, as well as Florence’s 7 yr old Glory kicking 
in for the AOM.

Keegan took the Breed all week, with the ladies, Hemi, Lucy and Bonnie sharing the BOS.  
(I’ll let Colleen take the lead on the rest of Keegan’s accomplishments)

Other than that, if you can believe how fast time fl ies, spring will be here before we know it 
with all new pups in the ring, puppies on the ground and excitement in the air.  

Enjoy your loved ones and your furry creatures for the Holidays and keep the spirits bright.  

On a side note, let’s keep our membership up!   If you have a friend that has an IWS and 
could take the time to print them up a membership application and sponsor them, I would 
be so happy!   We have so many wonderful members who are all here for one reason:  Our 
love for the Irish Water Spaniel!!!!

Spread the word!

Delegate’s Report 

By Evie Van Uden

Since I have become offi  cially the AKC Delegate there has been an outpouring of 
information from the AKC.  Th ey make a great eff ort to make you feel welcome and off er 
a “hot line” toll free number for any questions.  Th e AKC has off ered to assign a mentor to 
meet with me at my fi rst meeting and walk be through the procedures.  Of coarse I readily 
accepted and look forward to the experience. 

Unless you have been living under a rock we all know the economy is aff ecting our sport.  
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Th is is an issue being faced by most clubs where it hurts, in the membership and thus the 
treasury.  Th e AKC is also struggling given the downturn in registrations.   Th e AKC is 
off ering a discount to breeders who register each individual dog in their litters.  As most of 
us who have bred a litter know, not everyone takes the time to register the dog.   If this trend 
continues it will aff ect all of us in a big way.  In talking with friends at the shows there are 
vague and ill-defi ned indications  AKC wants to pursue commercial breeders.  Most feel the 
reason it has not already happened is the AKC fears a backlash from delegates and the fancy.  
So here is my food for thought: what accommodations are acceptable to ensure protecting 
the future of the fancy?

Some of the news from AKC includes the Grand Champion Title Program.  Th e 
development of the program is needed to be consistent with the AKC’s ongoing objective 
to encourage the exhibition and ultimately, the breeding and registration of purebred dogs.  
Th is title is an eff ort to provide exhibitors an additional event for dogs who have fi nished 
their Championship, at the same time it will assist clubs and the AKC with additional 
revenue. 

Th e Group Realignment issue, after much hoopla has been put on the back burner.  It is my 
understanding the committee lost some credibility in the manner it handled certain Parent 
Clubs.  So for now it looks to me like if it happens it won’t be for a while. 

We need to encourage open discussions among club members on ways to strengthen 
our sport.  United we stand.  Diversity is vital to the success of the fancy.  If you are in 
Conformation, Obedience, Agility, Tracking Field or anything else we are all one family.  We 
want to be a part of the solution and become a part of retaining the history and tradition of 
the Sport.

 I welcome any comments or questions.

New Members

Jill Lockery
PO Box 72
Springstein, MB R0G 2N0
204-735-3161
jlockery@gmail.com
Owns: Finn
Endorsed by: Margot Nielson & Kim Kezer

Patrice Dodd
3160 NE Regents Drive
Portland, OR 97212
dodd@teleport.com
Owns: Realta Rosario Cooper (Cooper)
Endorsed by: Tammy Walker & Colleen Rebello
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Wednesday, APRIL 28 – Sunday, MAY 2, 2010 
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Holiday Inn in Frederick, Maryland 2010 IWSCA National Specialty HOST HOTEL 
Special Room Pricing – BOOK NOW 

Frederick is within an hour of THREE major airports: Washington Reagan, BWI and Dulles. Frederick, rich in Civil War 
history, is 30-60 minutes from other famous battle sites such as Gettysburg, Antietam and Manassas. Add on a few days 
to visit our Nation’s Capital, see the Capitol, Smithsonian Museums, the Monuments and more…many are free!  

www.IWSCA2010.webs.com 
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2010 IWSCA Star Spangled Specialty 
Special Events for Opening Day - Wednesday, April 28th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Pre Entries: 
 

WC Test:    $35 
 

WCX Test:  $45 
 

  

 

 

Hey all you newbies to field work – come on out and let your best buddy 
try out in the most exciting game he will ever experience!  Training is only 
$25 – and if you then enter the WC, the late fee is waived. Plus, you will 
get 1st dibbs on the day of entry slots!   
 
 
 

More details and an entry form coming and will be included in the Specialty mailing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the Hunt Test, join everyone for a meet and greet! 

HOULIHAN’S 
Open Bar 6:00-7:00 pm* 

Delicious dinner** 
Door prizes 

Walking distance from Host Hotel 
*Courtesy of an anonymous donor. 

** Pre-ordered with meal plan – stay tuned for more info. 
 

 

IWSCA WC/WCX Hunt Test 

 

Kick Off Social Event!!! 

Morning Training 
Session: 

$25 
 

Day of Entry  
limited to 5 dogs:  

additional $7 
 



Hey IWS Lovers, get off your Rattails…and let’s have some FUN! 

 
 
 

 
On Sunday, May 2nd, join us for a few hours of fun with your IWSs competing in jumping 

for distance from a dock into a pond at Lilypons. It’s called Dock Diving!!!  
Never competed in dock diving before? No worries, this is all about having fun! The IWS's 

natural water abilities make this an exciting sport for them. All you need is an IWS with a flat 
buckle collar and 4’ lead, something for him to retrieve and a handler.  

The morning will start off with a practice session during Open Dock at a cost of $5 per 
Team (handler and dog), followed by two Waves at a cost of $10 per Team per Wave. Each Team 
gets two jumps per Wave with the longest jump of the two determined to be the Team’s score for 
that Wave. There are different Divisions based on distance. The top five Teams from each Division 
of each Wave then compete in the Final Wave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                              
 
Versatility – This is a titling class (VER); title requires 3 legs; includes 2 Novice, 2 Open, 2 Utility 
exercises; no group exercises. 
 

Graduate Novice – This is a titling class (GN); title requires 3 legs; combo of Novice and Open 
exercises (without retrieving); group long down. 
 

Team – Simultaneous performance of novice exercises and drop on recall by teams of 4 dogs; 2 
judges (one calls exercises, the other scores.) 
 

Brace – Two dogs, 1 handler (not necessarily the owner), unattached or coupled; Novice exercises 
in unison. 
 

Pre–Novice – Dogs who have not earned 3rd Novice leg; on-lead exercises. 
 

Veterans – Dogs 7 yrs or older with an obedience title; Novice exercises. 
 

Official rules can be found at: http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/RO2999.pdf 
 
 

 

IWSCA 1st Annual 
Dock Diving Event 

While no titles will be awarded, fun prizes will be 
offered to all participants! All are welcome. Time restraints 
will limit the number of entries per wave so we will make 
pre-registration an option. 

 More details will be posted on the Specialty 
website as we get closer to the event and pre registration 
forms will be included in the Specialty mailing to be sent in 
early spring. 

 

Novice, Open, Utility and Rally 
Plus Additional Obedience Classes 



� 
Handling�Seminar�with�Ernesto�Lara�
Thursday,�April�29th�

Tricks�of�the�trade�for�new�and�experienced�handlers!�Come�spend�a�few�hours�learning�the�fine�points�of�
handling�IWS.�Ernesto�Lara,�who�started�his�handling�career�in�Mexico,�came�to�the�U.S.�in�1994�to�train�under�Peter�
Green�and�served�as�Peter’s�top�protégé.�When�Peter�retired,�Ernesto�took�over�operation�of�the�Greenfield�Yarrow�
Kennels�in�Bowmansville,�PA.��Ernesto�has�earned�a�reputation�among�IWS�owners,�as�a�kind,�gentle�man�with�both�
the�dogs�he�handles�and�the�owners�he�works�with.�Ernesto�has�handled�several�top�winning�IWS�including�Ch.�Poole’s�
Ide�Skylark,�Group�Winner�at�the�Eukanuba�Classic�in�2003�and�Ch.�Tara’s�Teal�Take�Flight,�#1�IWS�All�Systems�in�2008.�

The�seminar�will�have�limited�space�available�for�working�teams�(handler�&�show�ready�dogs)�and�unlimited�
space�for�observers.�Some�dogs�from�the�handling�seminar�may�be�asked�to�participate�in�the�“hands�on”�portion�of�
the�Judge’s�seminar�to�be�held�the�same�day.�

�Cost�for�working�teams:�Only�$25.00;�No�charge�for�auditing.�What�a�BARGAIN!��
�

Reproduction�Seminar�with�Dr.�Robert�S.�Dove,�DVM�
Friday,�April�30th�

This�is�every�breeder’s�opportunity�to�get�answers�to�questions�we�have�seen�recently�on�the�IWS�lists�
regarding�“missed”�breedings,�AI�vs.�live�breedings,�dealing�with�fading�puppies,�etc.��Dr.�Dove�has�been�a�practicing�
veterinarian�for�more�than�33�years,�specializing�in�Small�Animal�Reproduction,�Internal�Medicine,�and�General�
Surgery�and�is�a�Certified�Veterinary�Acupuncturist.�He�also�serves�as�the�Director�of�an�AKC�approved�canine�semen�
freezing�and�storage�facility,�a�facility�he�established�28�years�ago.�His�practice�is�located�in�Gainesville,�Virginia.�

This�workshop�will�be�on�a�first�come�first�serve�basis,�with�pre�registration�required.��Space�is�limited�to�40�
persons.��The�seminar�will�be�divided�into�2�parts�–�the�first�a�lecture�and�question/answer�format,�where�Dr.�Dove�
will�draw�on�his�years�of�experience�to�help�current�breeders�and�those�interested�in�beginning�a�breeding�program�
understand�the�challenges�in�maintaining�a�sound�breeding�program�and�how�to�handle�certain�breeding�situations.��
The�2nd�portion�of�the�seminar�will�focus�on�more�basic�first�aid�for�dogs�with�some�volunteer�dogs.�
�

Registration�forms�for�both�seminars�will�be�included�in�the�Specialty�mailing�to�be�sent�in�February.�
�
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Limited�Availability���Only�30�Seats!�20�1st�row�and�10�2nd�row�
�

Order�Form�on�Specialty�Website:�http://www.freewebs.com/iwsca2010/�
Questions?�Email�Dana�Louttit�at:�Louttit@comcast.net�
�

World�Class�Seminars

�

VIP�Reserved�Ringside�Seating

RESERVE�THE�SAME�PLACE�FOR�ALL�THREE�
��DAYS�OF�SHOWS�AT�ONE�LOW�PRICE!��

�������������������AND,�GET�A�BLUE�CANVAS�FOLDING�CHAIR�
�����������������WITH�EMBROIDERED�TROTTING�IWS�LOGO,�

�� � � � DRINK�HOLDER�&�CARRYING�BAG�TO�TAKE�HOME

�

Total�Price:�
1st�Row:�$65�
2nd�Row:�$55�



Opportunity for a Fine Selection of IWS Merchandise… 
 

 
 
 
 

Silent Auction on Thursday, April 29 
Before and during the dinner preceding the Annual Club Meeting, there will be 
a Silent Auction of “treasured items”. 

Live Auction on Saturday, May 1 
Following the awards banquet, be prepared to be amused by our very own 
Greg Siner’s unconventional auctioneering style and sense of humor. 

Raffle 
The raffle for the one-of-a-kind IWS quilt, handmade and donated by Sharon 
Moreland, will be held following the live auction. 
 

We need your help! These items come mostly from your donations. So please, 
search around for IWS art objects, previous specialty logo items, doggie 
supplies and toys, catalogs from long-ago specialties, etc. - all will be gratefully 
accepted and put on the auction block! All proceeds go directly to benefit the 
IWSCA and its causes and are a significant source of income for the Specialty. 
 

To donate items for the auction, please contact: Maureen “Moe” Gasparetti at 
Iwsmoe@aol.com Raffle tickets will be included in the Specialty mailing. 

 
 

 
 

The IWSCA community is rich with Artists! The specialty is the perfect venue 
for both artists and vendors to display their IWS pieces and products to a captivated 
audience! And, there will be a table with a limited number of items with the 2010 
IWSCA Star Spangled Specialty Logo available for purchase. 
 

For further information and to reserve vending space, please contact: 
Dede Selph at dedeselph@aol.com or703-272-8339 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Support" trophies for a particular placement or class either via a separate donation 
(Trophy Support form on the 2010 Specialty web site) or if you have already made a 
donation to the  trophy fund with annual club dues, then simply send an email 
to the 2010 Specialty committee and cc: Jeremy Kezer. Your support will be 
recognized in the Specialty catalog. Check must accompany the completed form. 

 

Going Once – Going Twice 
Sold to the IWS Owner! 

 

IWS ARTISTS and VENDORS 

Trophy Donations 



 

Everyone Loves a PARADE! 
The Star-Spangled Specialty Will Include: 

Parade of Title Holders 
Parade of Veterans 

Parade of All-Arounders 

Parade of Rescues 
$20 entry fee will include a large rosette imprinted with dog’s name and titles. 

 
 
 

 
 

2010 IWSCA Specialty Catalog 
The catalog promises to be both a lasting memory of this 

special event and a yearbook of accomplishments for our very 
special breed.  

Also available is space for you to be sure your memories are 
captured. The catalog ad form is in this newsletter and will be in 
the Specialty mailing. 



2010 IWSCA National Specialty Catalog Ad / 
Catalog Order Form

DEADLINE: MONDAY MARCH 15, 2010

Mail Orders and Ad to:
Dale Parker / SI 

241 18th Street South 
Suite 511 

Arlington, VA 22202-3415 
dparker@stratsight.com

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Telephone: E-Mail:

ADVERTISEMENTS: All ads must be submitted “print ready” in PSD, AI, PDF, or JPEG 
format. Ads and Photographs must be in high resolution, 300 dpi. No ad material will 
be returned.  Paper copy with electronic media (CD) must be submitted by mail.
Advanced electronic submissions (email) will be allowed as long as paper copy 
follows.  Ads will not be processed until funds are received. 

QTY ITEM COST TOTAL 

Full Page Color or B&W - 7.50x 4.50 inches $ 60.00 $

Half Page Color  or B&W- 3.65 x 4.50 inches $ 50.00 $

Pre-Order Catalog $ 25.00 $

Marked Catalog $ 45.00 $

On-Site Catalog $ 35.00

International Shipping $ 10.00 $

Additional Credit Card Fee $  5.00 $

TOTAL AMOUNT $

Payment must be by Check, Money Order, or VISA/Master Card. NO CASH WILL BE 
ACCEPTED.  Please note that a fee of $5 will be added to your order total to cover the charge card 
service fees. All non-US Orders must contain the $10.00 additional shipping charge.   
Checks may be payable to ‘IWSCA – 2010 Specialty’.   

VISA/Master Card Exp Date 

(month/year) 

3 digit security code 

(found on back of card) 
Name on Card

Billing address (if different from above)  

Signature 
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Breeders’ Education Committee Report

By Mindy Garbarino, Chairman

Happy New Year to all you Irish Water Spaniel lovers!  It is my great pleasure to be 
submitting this article on our newly restructured Breeders’ Education Committee.  First, 
“What is the BEC all about?” you may ask.

Th e IWSCA Breeders’ Education Committee (BEC) consists of a group of responsible Irish 
Water Spaniel breeders and owners who recommend a set of principles designed to promote 
the ongoing welfare of our breed.   Our goal is to breed physically and temperamentally 
sound Irish Water Spaniels, which conform to our Standard in type, temperament, and 
function.

As part of our restructuring, the BEC has developed a two tiered membership program:

Th e fi rst tier is what I would call a basic membership and is open to any IWSCA member 
interested in breeding or learning about breeding.  

Th e second tier is our Advertisers Agreement.  Th is is for those breeders who would like the 
benefi t of listing/advertising their kennel information on the IWSCA’s website Breeder’s 
List, as well as printed in the Breeder’s Directory which appears in our annual IWSCA 
Membership List.  

As a comparatively rare breed with a small gene pool, we realize the importance of 
encouraging new breeders and helping them as they fi rst start out, as well as having a forum 
where all IWS breeders and owners can come together to discuss and share information on 
any and all issues pertaining to the breeding, health, and care of these wonderful dogs.

So if you are a current breeder, a new breeder, a potential breeder, or an IWS owner who is 
interested in learning just what is involved in breeding a litter, from the time a breeder start’s 
planning a breeding right up until the puppies go to their forever homes, I encourage you to 
join.  

Membership applications are available in the “fi les” section of the IWSCA Rattail Only 
(yahoo group), or you can contact me via e-mail mgarbarino@jny.com or phone (914)419-
3270 and I will be happy to send you an application.  

I hope to see many of you at our annual meeting during the Specialty (exact date and time 
TBD.)

Master National 2009

By Christine Robertson, MD 

Training Day 1, October 21

Jean and I are up at 5 am (it really feels like 3 am to me) and out the door by 6:30; we pick 
up training birds in the dark and proceed to our private training grounds.  It seems that the 
Quarles know someone with training property and we will be training here for the next three 
days. Th e land is generally fl at with little cover above 6” and a lot of live oak trees (apparently 
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this area was covered with trees which have been cut and cleared to make pastureland).  
Temps cool (maybe low 70s) with a breeze; some rain by mid day which clears leaving cloudy 
skies and muggy temps with a brisk wind.

We have ten handlers with 12 dogs (maybe half are Goldens); our fi rst series is a technical 
triple with a blind on water (what else would you expect training with Tom Quarles?).  
Most of the dogs have trouble with some aspect of the setup, Nike included.  Th is is not 
confi dence enhancing (she never saw the bird fall beyond the “bubba” gun 15 yards from the 
line and I must handle her to this mark), four days before a big test.

Our second series is a land triple (again very technical) with a blind run through a valley 
(apparently the only place where there is some terrain change on the property).  Once again, 
most of the dogs have problems with the long bird including Nike; hopefully things will 
improve tomorrow.

Right now the rain is coming down hard and more rain is predicted for 
tomorrow; at least it’s not too hot.  I was able to comfortably wear all of 
my rain gear today...

Training day 2, October 22

After we quit yesterday (around 4 pm), it started raining; not the gentle, 
NW rain which rarely interferes with training, but rather a true Texas gully 
washer!!  Th ere were fl ash fl ood warnings marching across the bottom of 
the local TV stations and the weather reports were for continued rain until 
around noon today.  

We again left around 6:30 am to pick up some more fl yers; pitch dark 
with lakes where there used to be grassland and water on the roads (still raining).  We drove 
through standing water on the road in several places maybe 10+” deep; the others were 
worried about me in my “little” car (Nissan Rogue with AWD) but we just kept going with 
no problems.  Unfortunately we missed the bird man so no fl yers today.  We all went for 
breakfast until the rain fi nally stopped around 11 am.

We had to move to a new location for training as the creek had overfl owed the road and 
even the trucks couldn’t cross.  Tom Q set up another technical water triple with a long bird 
which was in line with a shorter throw; unfortunately, the long bird was visible only for the 
last 5 feet or so of the fall and since this was a remote send (the handler behind the holding 
blind and the dog in front) we couldn’t help the dog focus on that mark.  Nike never saw it.  
Once the dog returned with the short bird, a “diversion bird” was thrown (actually this was a 
delayed triple), the dog was then turned away from that bird and sent on a tight angle entry 
water blind.  Th ey then had to pick up the remaining two marks.  Since we knew Nike never 
saw the long bird, we had the gunner stand up, I sent her and she picked it up without any 
problems.  I don’t know if she would have gotten out there without the visible gunner.  Of 
the 12 dogs which ran this test, only two did it without help on that long mark.  We fi nished 
the day with a complex water blind across one point and skimming another; Nike did a 
credible job on this.

So two days of training done and Nike has missed one mark on each series (she’s not alone in 
the group); I hope the birds are more visible in the test itself.
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BTW, for those of you who have never trained with Tom and Katie, they are usually 
accompanied by Cassie, their small long haired black tabby cat.  Nike was fascinated by her 
yesterday and did manage to put her nose on Cassie twice, almost getting swatted the second 
time.  Cassie knows how to handle the dogs if they get too close...

We are each getting two fl yers tomorrow for our last training session before the MN starts on 
Sunday.  Th e storm has passed and the skies are once again sunny with temps in the upper 
70s...

Training Day 3, October 23

Today is our last day of training; tomorrow we have various committee meetings (and the 
opportunity to buy MN “stuff ”). We slept in until 6:15, ate and left for a land series; we 
picked up a couple more people so today had 15 dogs running and perhaps 18-19 people.  
Tom set up a land quad featuring two fl yers (a duck at 160+ yards and a pheasant at about 
140 yards); between these two birds were thrown two short birds-one up against a stand of 
oak trees and the other on front of some trees in the fi eld.  It is sunny today, but a brisk wind 
kept all of us bundled up for most of the session.  I ran Nike on this setup as two doubles 
and she had some problems with the two fl yers (the dogs had to run through the scent cone 
of one of the short birds for the longer fl yer, causing most dogs to hunt short very similiar 
to the fi rst test Rosemary and I ran last year).  Once all dogs fi nished Tom set up a blind 
through the marks with the line between two trees-most of the dogs tried to fl are around the 
trees; Nike needed a couple whistles to carry through the gap and pick up the bird.

Tonight we have the opening ceremonies and handlers’ dinner; they will also be selecting 
the number for the starting dog.  I will post again tonight about the starting number (as dog 
#20, I’m guessing I’ll be running later on Sunday). 

Opening Ceremonies and selection of running order, October 23

Tonight we had the opening ceremonies and selection of the running order for the MN.  Th e 
opening ceremonies included a demonstration by a local 4H equestrian drill team which was 
much appreciated by the crowd.  After a nice Bar-B-Que buff et dinner we had the selection 
of the starting number.  A dog is sent repeatedly to a pile of bumpers which have numbers 
on them in tens (1-10, 11-20, 21-30, etc).  Th e last bumper retrieved gives the ten numbers 
from which the starting number will be selected (the handlers are all standing and sit as their 
number is called).  Ten more bumpers are put out with the numbers 1-10 on them and the 
fi rst bumper retrieved gives the starting number.  Since the starting number was 122, Nike 
will run as the 78th dog sometime on Monday.  I thought it was interesting that the fi rst dog 
to run in the A section is someone from our training group who actually wanted to run fi rst!)

Handler’s meeting, October 24

We started the day picking up our “goodie bags” with catalogs, hats and handler bibs; then 
waited impatiently for them to open the merchandise sales.  I managed to put myself in the 
front in the line and grabbed the 8 pink logo caps my friends wanted before grabbing a nice 
purple/gold T shirt (remember, I am a Washington Husky) and buff  polo shirt for myself.  
We then had committee meetings (I’m on the safety committee for the A section-we are 
responsible for the health and safety  of dogs and handlers).  Jean and I then grabbed a very 
nice lunch at the City Meat Market (they are a butcher shop which sells Bar B Que brisket/
ribs/chicken/sausage by the pound at lunchtime until they run out...very tasty).  After lunch 
we had the selection of judges; our section will be judged by Rip Shivley and Corrine Dillow-
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Clavey.  I last ran under Rip in July where Nike put on an almost perfect “master clinic” 
which earned her compliments from both judges.  Corrine was also judging at that test and 
perhaps some of my training buddies ran under her and can comment on her as a judge.  We 
will start on a series nicknamed “severed limbs”; the other group starts on “snake pit”.  We 
were told the nicknames had to do with things which happened during setup-nothing bad.

So I need to be at the test grounds at 7 am tomorrow; I expect Nike to run sometime in the 
afternoon and I will report on how we do.  I’m sure we will not fi nish tomorrow (there are 
189 dogs in our section with only 3 scratches).

Master National Day 1, Series 1, October 25

Today was our fi rst series (of six) in the MN; we got started around 8:45 am.  It was cool, 
partly cloudy and breezy.  Our set up was a triple featuring all pheasants.

We were working in an area with live oaks and some cover; in front of the line is an open 
area about 200 yards long and maybe 100 yards wide bounded by trees.  About 2/3 of 
the way out in the fi eld is a mound upon which sits the live gun station well hidden by 
brush.  To the left beyond the trees a pheasant is thrown to land in front of a thick stand 
of evergreens; the line to this mark is through some cover and down a slight hill.  Next a 
fl yer pheasant is thrown and shot (right to left): due to the changing winds and lighting, 
the fl yers landed in a very wide area.  Next a station hidden about 40 yards from the line 
to the right launches a pheasant which lands not more than 30 yards in front of the dog.

Few dogs had trouble with the short bird, but well over half of the dogs which ran had big 
hunts and/or handles on the other two marks.

As Nike came to the line, Rip Shively told his co-judge to be sure and check out “this dog’s 
haircut”.  Nike had a brief hunt on the short bird, a bit longer hunt on the left hand bird and 
then another short hunt on the fl yer.  Nike fi nished the fi rst series with no handles and will 
obviously be called back for the next series!!!  I received many compliments from the judges 
and gallery (you sure kicked those Labs’ butts...), and am fl ying high tonight.  We fi nished 
running maybe half the dogs and will be starting at 7:30 tomorrow to fi nish up the rest of 
the dogs.  I presume Nike will run again Tuesday-call backs will not be done until we fi nish 
the fi rst series tomorrow.

Master National Day 2, Series 1, October 26

We were awakened before 5 am this morning by an incredible thunderstorm and a 
downpour; since there are at least 80 dogs left to run, we were scheduled to start at 7:30 
this morning.  With continued lightning/thunder and rain expected, the test start has been 
delayed until 10 am (not sure how they will be able to fi nish the fi rst series today-it will 
certainly be a very diff erent test from yesterday’s).

Some “tidbits” so far:

Yesterday, Rip Shivley (one of the A section judges) gave the test scenario with a tie out chain 
strapped to his ankle; it seems that one of the NW pros (Doug Shade) thought he moved 
around too much on the line while judging and wanted to keep him in one place.

Rip entertained the gallery during rebirdings by asking Lonesome Dove trivia questions and 
awarding Mardi Gras beads and Groucho glasses for correct responses.
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We noticed a local place listed as a doughnut and seafood restaurant; we’ve all been 
speculating about their food off erings.  Might you get shrimp glazed doughnuts or perhaps 
jelly fi lled oysters???

Master National Day 3, Series 2, October 27

We fi nally fi nished the fi rst series and started series two just after noon on Tuesday; the 
weather was perfect with blue Texas skies and a light wind from the NW.  Th is series is a land 
water series; a triple with a double blind.  158 dogs are called back for this series.

Th e line is near a small body of water which is perhaps 75 yards across; the line is 20 yards 
back from water’s edge.  On the left end of the water there is a small peninsula.  Th e fi rst bird 
down is across this peninsula landing at the base of some trees a few yards away from the 
water’s edge.  Th e next bird is thrown from the top of a dike on the edge of the water (maybe 

6 feet high) and lands on the edge of the water. Th e fi nal bird is a fl yer duck 
(all these birds are ducks) shot from a gun station about 30 yards from the line 
to the right and fl ying out 50 yards on the land.  Once the dog successfully 
completes these three marks, it is invited to run a senior level land blind to the 
left of the marks and a land/water blind between the two water marks.  Finally 
the dog must honor the next dog to complete the series.

Nike ran around six pm with low lighting conditions; they had to stop the test 
at about 6:30 due to darkness so the dogs which followed had even worse light.  
Nike had no trouble with either the fl yer or left hand mark; I sent her for the 

middle mark and she set up a hunt on the backside of the peninsula (a lot of dragback scent 
there) before realizing that the bird was on the far side and she swam across. Unfortunately, 
she landed upwind of the bird, ran up the side of the dike and disappeared behind it.  I gave 
her some time to hunt but she ran deep so I had to handle her back to the bird.  She had no 
trouble with the blinds or the honor.

We ran only about 50 dogs so will probably need more than one day to fi nish this series.

Master National Day 5, Series 3, October 29

We fi nished up the second series about 11 am this morning; both IWS were called back to 
the next series.   29 dogs were dropped (most for breaking on the fl yer on the last series).  We 
moved on to the “snake pit” which section B ran as their fi rst series; they said close to 90% of 
their dogs had to be handled on one of the three marks.

Th is is a land triple with a fl yer pheasant shot from some trees to the right landing in the open 
down a hill maybe 80-95 yards out; a lot of dogs overran this as there was nothing for them to 
use to mark the fall.  Th e second bird down was shot over a small pond (maybe 80 yards wide 
and 55 yards across) directly in front of the line and about 40 yards away.  Th e bird was placed 
just next to a clump of trees 20 yards back from the far edge of the pond.  Th e “go” bird was 
throw on the left under a tree at about 75 yards. We had a stiff  wind blowing from over our 
left shoulder and intermittent rain (it was raining when Nike ran).  Severe thunderstorms are 
forecast for this afternoon. 

Th is was another walkup; since the area of the line was muddy, diva Nike did not sit.  She 
picked up the go bird with no problem and I sent her slightly to the right of the true line to 
the fl yer (we’d seen several dogs sent for the right hand fl yer curl around the pond and pick 
up the middle bird and have a lot of trouble getting the fl yer).  She ended up with a moderate 
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hunt for the fl yer but generally stayed in the area of the fall.  I lined her up for the middle 
bird and she took a great line across the water (several dogs ran around the pond) towards 
the bird.  Th ere were a couple small trees on the far side of the pond and Nike swam to the 
right around the trees instead to the left which would have landed her right below the bird. 
Unfortunately when she landed, she jogged right instead of left and I ended up having to 
handle her to the bird.  A couple of the handles weren’t great so I’m not sure if this will be 
a good enough eff ort to go on to the next series.  I have retreated to the hotel and am using 
their computer as my old computer doesn’t want to connect to the internet.  I’m guessing 
that Murph might run around 6 pm or not until tomorrow; I’ll try to get back 
out to the test site if it looks as if he will run.  We will continue this series 
tomorrow; it looks as if this MN will have no more than fi ve series and maybe 
only four.

Master National Day 7, Series 4, November 1

Nike was one of 105 dogs called back for what turned out to be the last series.

We started series four late Friday afternoon and fi nished Sunday morning; 
Nike was one of fourteen dogs to run Sunday morning.  Th e conditions were 
perfect with clear skies and minimal wind.  We already knew that this would 
be the last series (the judges had wanted to do a fi fth series with a double 
blind, but we ran out of time).  Since I had to handle on two of the three series, I knew 
Nike had to run clean to qualify.  Th is series is a triple with a water blind and an honor; the 
“money” bird is a long bird thrown at the end of a narrow pond (think of a fat exclamation 
point with a bulbous end); there is maybe a forty yard run to the water and most dogs would 
run around the water to the bird thrown on land at the end.  

Th is bird goes down and Nike clearly sees it; next is a fl yer duck shot in an open fi eld to the 
left followed by a short “breaking bird” which lands in the water about 30 yards in front of 
the dog.  Nike picks up the last bird and I send her for the fl yer; she has a moderate hunt 
(there have been maybe 300 ducks shot in this fi eld so there is a lot of scent out there) and 
comes in with the bird.  I take my time lining her up for the fi nal mark; I know that if I have 
to handle, I will not qualify.  Nike looks both to the left and right and seems to be pointed 
directly at the mark when I send her; just as I release her, she turns slightly to the right and 
runs the right bank falling away from the water.  I have no choice but to blow my whistle 
and handle her to the bird.  I was not allowed to run the blind and Nike did the honor on 
lead.

 Although we did not qualify, I met a lot of new people and Nike was an excellent 
ambassador for the breed; it seemed like everyone knew who Nike was and called her by 
name (but she does have her name emblazoned on her side...).  Th e training with Tom and 
Katie Quarles and their group before the test was tough (imagine running multiple Tom 
tests) but worthwhile.  Nike already had three of the six master passes required for next year’s 
California MN which may be her last.  Hopefully we’ll get that pewter plate before I have to 
retire her.

 BTW, the trip home was not uneventful.  Jean and I drove into Austin after the awards 
ceremony Sunday and she helped me with my dog and luggage at the airport this morning.  
When I arrived in Dallas, I tried to see Nike off  one plane and onto the next, but couldn’t 
clearly see her.  As I boarded my fl ight I asked the pilots to make sure the dog was on the 
fl ight.  Once everyone had boarded, one of the fl ight attendants came back and asked if I was 
the person with the dog; when I replied affi  rmatively, she asked me to come to the door of 
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the airplane.  I’m sure you can imagine what thoughts were going through my mind...

 I was told that the climate controls were out in the cargo area and they could not put Nike on 
my fl ight; they would send her on the next fl ight which left four hours later.  Th ey then escorted 
me down to the tarmac to visit Nike before I left; I was so relieved when Tom and I fi nally 
picked up Nike at the airport tonight.

Specialties - How We Got Here From Th ere

By Sand Ascot

In the 1930s a group of Irish Water Spaniel fanciers, led by Th omas C. Marshall of Fairfi eld, 
Connecticut, and Mrs. Henry T. Hall of South Sudbury, Massachusetts., worked together to 
form a club to promote and preserve their breed of choice.  Th e result was the establishment 
of the Irish Water Spaniel Club of America in 1937.   Th e club conducted their fi rst specialty 
that year at the prestigious Morris and Essex Kennel Club Dog Show in Madison, NJ.    Th at 
fi rst show had 21 IWS entered with Th e Best in Specialty being Ch. Spider Kelly.   For the next 
40 years the entries never topped more than 30 dogs and some had as few as 6 entries even as 
recently as 1946. Th e early shows were not independent, but instead the Irish Water Spaniel 
classes at another kennel club’s show were designated as our annual specialty. It would be 30 
years before the club had enough manpower and fi nances to attempt an independent show under 
the IWSCA.  Th e specialty in 1968 at Needham, MA, commemorating the 30 year anniversary 
of the club, was the fi rst independent specialty totally under the club’s control and fi nances.   
20 entries graced the rings with Trieven’s Irish Angel being given top honors.   It would take 
another 10 years for the club to host the second independent specialty in 1978 at Lionville, PA 
for the 40th anniversary of the club, where the entries would hit a new high of 41 dogs, with 
Ch. Oaktree’s Irishtocrat taking Best in Specialty.   Most of the years since 1978, the club has 
sponsored the specialty as an independent show but there were exceptions in 1980, 1981,1982 
and 1990 when the specialties were still held in conjunction with all breed shows.

Most of the early specialties were held on the east coast with Midwestern specialties held in 
1942(IL), 1943(IL) 1953(IL), 1955(OH), 1956(MI), 1960(OH), and fi nally enough support 
was garnered to hold a specialty on the west coast in 1970 in Washington State.  In 1957 our 
newsletter reports that there are 61 members in the club.  In 1971, there were 133 members, 
those numbers continued to climb until in 1998 we hit a high point of 422 members, but our 
current set point is now closer to 325 to 350 including 60-75 Canadian and foreign members.    
Finally there were enough members spread across the country to support rotating specialties 
among 3 regions so the specialty started on the west coast in 1976, followed by the Midwest  
the following year, and then to the East before rolling back to the west coast.   Entries started 
climbing too with 54 in 1986 in Bloomington IL, my fi rst specialty, to 67 in 1991 in Bothell 
WA, followed by 98 dogs in Bloomington IL in 1992.  Th e highest entry to date was 129 dogs 
in 2004 in Oshkosh WI.  Th e specialties now rotate through 5 regions.  2010 will be in the 
Northeast, followed by 2011 in the Southwest, 2012 in the Midwest, 2013 in the Southeast, 
2014 in the Northwest, and back to the Northeast in 2015.  For membership representation for 
newsletter reports and board positions our membership now is divided into 6 regions being the 
Northeast, Mid Atlantic States, Southeast region, Midwest, Northwest and Southwest.

Early on fi nancial donations for trophies were collected from the membership or silver pieces 
were donated by members.     Many of the fi rst shows had silver bowls or plates for many 
placements.  It was a diff erent era.   Commercial airline travel was in its infancy. Most people 
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drove to get to the show sites.  Some took the train. (Can you imagine!)  Everyone arranged 
their own lodging or got invited to stay with someone more local.  All who could attend 
would gather at a local restaurant for dinner, pay their own tab and discuss club policy.  Some 
meetings had as few as 4 attendees, so conducting further club business was a slow process by 
snail mail.  But I do see a reference to 25 “Proxy Present” for the 1953 meeting that was only 
attended by 4 members.  Now our club meetings can hold more than 100 members and our 
trophies tend to refl ect a more regional feel.

At the early specialties lunches and other dinners were on  one’s own,   I am sure there were 
a lot of picnic baskets and thermoses in use.   In the 40’s there were several specialties where 
someone local off ered to host a dinner at their home for the group gathered at the specialty.  In 
1956 Arlene Miller (later judge Arlene Miller Th ompson Brown) held a buff et at her home.  
Th is started a trend for someone, local enough to be convenient to the show area, off ering to 
open up their home for an evening so the membership could have a casual setting to rekindle 
friendship, talk breeding strategies, and advance club activities. In 1989 Bridget Kvarnlov 
held a great BBQ at her house, where they held the raffl  e.  Th e main prize was an oil painting 
of the raffl  e winner’s dog.  Th e raffl  e had lots of dog food and toys also.  I was engrossed in 
conversation,  heard my ticket number called and went up to collect my prize, which I thought 
was a big bag of dog food.  Little did I know that it was the BIG prize and that oil painting of 
my fi rst IWS, Kelly, still graces my living room wall.  I was wondering why Bridget Kvarnlov 
was so excited about my winning a big bag of dog food!

Next time, $19 hotels, $5 raffl  es, Pax and Bear, medallions and more!

Artists in Our Midst: Cathy (Cat) Shelby

By Cathy Shelby

Time for another IWS artist profi le, but the holidays are here and all of our 
artists are busy. Th is time I’ll have to write about myself—but what to say?  
While I can think of questions to ask others, it’s a diff erent matter when you 
want to winnow through the stuff  in your own head to extract something of 
interest to our membership.

My life with Irish Water Spaniels began in 1993, with Regon, Ch. Orion’s 
O’Regon O’Reilly, CD.  I soon discovered that IWS art was hard to fi nd so 
with the help of artist friends who found the breed lent itself to their own 
art medium, I could off er original arts and crafts to the membership.  At the time, I was 
campaigning Tessa, Am/Can/Int’l Ch. Poole’s Ide O’Regon Rain, and sales from IWS and 
some all breed items allowed me to travel far and wide with her.    As I marveled at each 
person’s contribution to the O’Regon Moptops (my assumed dog art name) traveling show, 
I kept thinking of what I might add. But years of doing my own crafts and attempts at art 
remained on the back burner while I worked long hours in the health care fi eld and tended to 
the farm and my growing pack of IWS.  

After a bout with cancer and the loss of my husband-- in the same year-- I vowed to turn up 
the heat on the stove and fi nd an art medium that I could be passionate about.  Enter glass.  
Years ago, I had tried stained glass, something that fascinated me. It was fun being able to work 
with the glimmer of transluscent and opal glasses, but the cutting was frustrating. In those 
days, there were few tools to work with; the stained glass artist was reduced mostly to going 
to the hardware store and buying a Red Devil basic glass cutter.  As retirement approached, 
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I became aware of a diff erent kind of glass art—fused glass—and I vowed to give glass, the 
medium, another try.  I was hooked from the moment I took my fi rst little suncatcher 
to the grinder and was able to smooth the edges.  Th is was a far cry from having to 
start all over when you didn’t quite get a stained glass cut the way you wanted it.  

Fused glass is sometimes called “warm” glass because it involves heating glass in a kiln 
to blend and bond pieces of glass together.  Beginning with sheets of glass that come 
in a variety of colors and textures, the artist hand cuts pieces and layers them into 

a design, which is then heated in a kiln to between 1300 and 1500 degrees (and sometimes 
even hotter) to fuse the pieces together. Th e temperature and time of the heating and cooling 
cycle determines whether the glass design will turn out smooth or fuse into a more textured 
dimensional piece  Glass can be heated to a molten stage and the kiln opened to manipulate 
this glass into designs and shapes.  Gold, silver and copper can be sandwiched between layers 

of glass to create designs, and oftentimes I add colored mica and powdered glass 
to create fi ne details.   After a piece has been in the kiln once, it  can be “cold 
worked” to give shape and fi nished edges. Th is involves machines that can cut, 
grind or sandblast the glass.  Sometimes, the piece goes back in the kiln for 
further rounding and smoothing. Many pieces go a fi nal time in the kiln to 
contour into a bowl, plate or a special shape

Today, I have grown my studio to include tools and machines of all sorts that 
enable me to produce gallery-quality fused glass pieces.  I am a glass addict, 
and am always on the lookout at resale shops for shelving and cabinets to hold 
more and more sheet glass acquisitions.  One of my fascinations is in working 
in dichroic glass.  Literally, this is a glass that exhibits at least two colors.  In a 
vacuum chamber, a metal oxide coating is applied to a piece of clear or black 
glass. Looking at the glass straight on you see one color, and looking at it at 
another angle reveals another color.  My love of dichroic glass has opened many 
doors for my art education and network of artist friends across the country.  

It was just a matter of time before I would feel confi dent enough in my skills to tackle pieces 
with an Irish Water Spaniel theme. Th e IWSCOPS summer show always asks for donations 
to the raffl  e and auction, and voila-- I had my fi rst push to get a piece done by the show 
deadline.  Over the years, most of my IWS glass has been donated to supported entries and 
fund-raisers for the national show.  Th e California group commissioned me to create trophies 
for their supported entry show in 2008.  Jack McDaniel and I collaborated on an auction piece 
for the 2009 specialty.  And boy, was it a learning experience for both of us!  For this piece, I 
painstakingly “painted” parts of the specialty logo in powdered glass, and used hand cut sheet 
glass for other parts of the design.  After fusing and fi nishing the edges to a gloss, I carefully 
packed and shipped the glass disc to Jack, who placed it in one of his carved and turned wood 
masterpieces.  Pushing myself to try new techniques is exciting but sometimes frustrating-- I 
had to do this piece more than once to get it right!   My other IWS work goes from hand-cut 
and hand-etched jewelry, to commemorative wind chimes, to functional dishes and more.  I 
also work in fi ne silver, which allows me to add sculpted IWS pieces to fused glass too.

Aside from Irish Water Spaniel glass pieces, my jewelry and dishes are sold through a number 
of galleries and boutiques, both in the US and Mexico.  My one-person shows have been 
successful as well, and I keep busy with commissioned work.  I maintain a website www.
catseyeglassart.com that attempts to keep up with current work and gallery shows, and an 
updated version will be available soon.  Additionally, several times a year I teach fused glass 
classes as a guest instructor at the Eugene Glass School, in Eugene, Oregon.  Other glass 
projects have involved doing a series of dimensional tropical fi sh tiles for a bathroom tub 
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surround, intricate hanging masks, large experimental dichroic glass pieces with a group of 
artists from across the country, and bas relief designs. I’m always trying something new!  Not 
bad for a retiree who has found out that being her own boss has its own rewards.  

 Regon began not only my IWS life, but also my public art life.  I’ve served the IWSCA as 
both a regional representative for the Northwest and several years as the newsletter editor.  My 
current two IWS, Dylan and Emma (father and daughter) are enjoying their senior years at ages 
11 ½ and 10 respectively.  Th ey spend a lot of time planked out on the fl oor just outside the 
studio, and are always ready to lend a comment or two about what I’m doing. I just always hope 
that they haven’t laid a carpet of tennis balls between my indoor studio and the big kiln in the 
garage!

Meet the Breeds

by Emily Pikul

October 17th and 18th 2009 Dog and cat enthusiasts fi lled the Jacob Javits Center in New York 
City for meet and greet of many dog and cat breeds, presented by the American Kennel Club 
and Cat Federation of America. Th e dogs and cats of numerous sizes, shapes and colors were 
presented in breed booths decorated with a theme for their breed. Our IWS 
booth had dock equipment, a ceramic dog, and an array of Jeremy’s pictures. 

Aside from the breed booths, the AKC had set up numerous presentations to 
show the public. Handlers showed off  their dog’s skills in earth dog, fl y ball, 
agility, obedience, and the NYPD brought in their drug sniffi  ng dogs. Th e 
crowds of over 36,000 were amazed and enjoyed all the shows. 

Water Spaniel enthusiasts Terri Braud, Greg Siner, Sam Jenio, Tara Darling-
Lyon, and myself all thoroughly enjoyed the time with our dogs, friends and 
the public. We all brought along amazing ambassadors of our breed. Chaos, 
Wicca, Molly, Maude and Ava were real troopers as they played with kids, 
taught the Girl Scouts, did tricks and taught the public about how amazing our 
breed really is. 

Chaos and Wicca wore sequined shamrock bouncy head bands and showed how high they 
can fl y. Ava, my 4 month old puppy, played with kids and had her picture taken. She took 
everything in stride, of course taking a nap each day to recoup from the swarms of kids wanting 
to play with the puppy! Molly spent her time on the grooming table kissing faces while Maude 
dazzled the audiences with her beauty. 

Questions were asked by many: a mother looking for a pet that her son won’t have a reaction to, 
someone looking for their next best friend, or someone just wanting 
to spend the weekend getting their doggy fi x. Do your dogs have hair 
or fur? Are they very active? How much grooming do they take? Can 
they live in an apartment?  All valid and pertinent questions that we 
happily answered. 

All in all, a great time was had by both visitors and breed presenters. 
Hopefully  the AKC and CFA will hold the event again next year so 
more people can learn about all kinds of breeds, enjoy people with 
their dogs and cats, and help fi nd a breed that’s right for their home.  
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December 21, 2009 
 
TO: Irish Water Spaniel Club of America – Membership 
 
FROM: Tim Ufkes – Chair, Awards Committee 
 
RE: New Awards Application Form 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
By the time you all receive this the holiday season will just be past and a glorious new year will 
be just beginning again! 
 
2009 was an exciting year for all of us in the breed with many new titles in many different 
venues!  
 
This letter is an explanation of the new Awards Application Form that is enclosed with the 
Newsletter and will also appear on both the Rattails as well as our open list on Yahoo Groups. 
 
First of all, this new form is dramatically different than anything we have ever done before, but 
will be very easy and virtually mistake free once everyone gets the hang of it. The purpose of 
the form is to remove the accumulation of statistics from what has been one person in the past 
to a few people while I have been involved, to now in the hands of you, the membership. 
 
The form is very straight forward and self explanatory. If you believe your dog or bitch has 
earned an award during the year, please fill out the form and include all of the information 
requested. The Certificates and Awards will be filled out as submitted and will be handed out at 
the following National Specialty. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at trufkes@gmail.com and I will make 
certain I get back to you as soon as possible! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Tim Ufkes 
Awards Committee Chair 
Irish Water Spaniel Club of America  
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Irish Water Spaniel Club of America 
AWARDS APPLICATION 

(Submit separate forms for each dog) 
�
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Circle Prefix Titles (titles displayed BEFORE the dogs’ name): 
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�
Circle Suffix Titles (titles displayed AFTER the dogs’ name): 

Agility Titles:�();%�(<%�(<)%�(<;%�=�8%�=�8;%�9=;%�9);%��9<%��9<=%��9<)%��9<;%�	(%�	()%�	(;%�	=%�
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Hunt Test Titles:�):%�4:%�9:�
Obedience Titles:�8-%�8-<%�1-%�1-<�
Rally Titles:�0	%�0(%�0�%�0(��
Tracking Titles:��-%��-<%�>4�%�8��
Versatility Titles:�>8-�%�>8-*%�>8-.%�>8-?
             
Dogs Registered Name (without title): _________________________________________________________ 

Dogs Call Name: ____________ Email:_____________________________ Phone: _________________ 

Owner(s):_________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: You must be a current member and have renewed your dues by March 31st, 2010. All co-
owners do not need to be members as long as one owner is a member on record. 

Pick-up or Shipping of Awards:�(��������������������������#��2��#����� �(������(������-��������� �
	���������� ������;�������������� ��������������#��2���#������ ����������������������� �������
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IWSCA Awards
Conformation Awards:

Top Five IWS by Breed points - 9�����-
�	
���������##�������� ������������������������� �
������������������ �(@8��
�
Top Five IWS All Breed points - 9�����-
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Obedience Awards:

Top Novice Obedience Winner for 2009 – ;���������� ���4�� ��� ����� ������� ���	����������!8-$������� �
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Top Utility Obedience Winner for 2009 - ;���������� ���4�� ��� ����� ������� ���1������������!1-$�
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Agility Awards :

Taoide Top MACH Dog Trophy – -���������;���9������������������������������������� ����������������
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Advertising Reservation Form
Advertising deadline for March-April is 2-15-2010.

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________

Dog’s Name: _____________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________State:________ ZIP: _____________

Home Phone:__________________________Work/Cell: __________________________

AKC#: _________________________________________________________________

Please address questions to the editor at 206.459.0692 or at the address on the inside front cover. 
In addition, this form, your ad and payment in U.S. funds (payable to IWSCA) may also be 
addressed to the editor at the address on the inside front cover.

THE IRISH WATER SPANIEL CLUB OF AMERICA 

MEMBER CLUB OF
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO:
TIM UFKES

KENT SHAVER
GREG JOHNSON

The Nominating Committee for the 2010-2011 IWSCA Club Year would like to present the 
following slate of candidates for consideration of election to the Board of Directors of the Irish 
Water Spaniel Club of America.

R. James Rubin             President
Gregory L. Johnson        1st Vice President
Deborah Hughes            2nd Vice President

Deborah Bilardi              Secretary
Sandy Ascot                  Treasure

Jeremy/Kim Kezer          Membership
Evelyn M. Van Uden      AKC Delegate

Respectfully,
Tim Ufkes
Kent Shaver
Greg Johnson

Alternates:
 Ginny Spencer
Dorothy Line
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2010�IWSCA�NATIONAL�SPECIALTY�MERCHANDISE�(pg�1)�
�

� � ������������Men’s�Full�Zip�Fleece�–�C6113� � ��������������������Women’s�Full�Zip�Fleece�–�M990W�

��� ����������������������������������� � � � � � �
���������$55� � � � � � � $45�
�
�
� � � Men’s�Fleece�Vest�–�C1480� � � �������Women’s�Fleece�Vest��–�C1470�

����� � � � � � �� �
� $50� � � � � � � $50�
�
� � � Men’s�Denim�LS�Shirt�–M550�� � � Ladies�Denim�LS�Shirt�–�M550W�

���� � � � � � ���� �
$35� � � � � � � $35�

Columbia 100% polyester 
MTR™ fleece delivers 
maximum thermal retention; 
Star Spangled logo 
embroidered on right chest; 
elastic cuffs; zippered hand-
warmer pockets; open bottom 
with drawcord hem. Colors: 
Bright Blue, Beet, Charcoal, 
Frosted Violet and Cordovan

Harriton 100% spun soft polyester 
fleece with finished non-pill on face; 
front-zip pockets; dyed-to-match 
zippers and zipper pull; front yoke; 
non-roll elastic cuffs; bottom hem 
with inside casing with drawcord and 
toggles; midweight fleece – highly 
breathable; raglan sleeves; princess 
seams for feminine shape. Colors: 
True Royal, Navy, Red, Charcoal

Columbia 100% polyester 
MTR™ fleece delivers 
maximum thermal retention; 
Star Spangled logo on right 
chest; full-front-zip; zippered 
hand-warmer pockets; open 
bottom. Colors: Bright Blue, 
Beet, Charcoal, Frosted 
Violet and Cordovan�

Columbia 100% polyester MTR™ 
fleece delivers maximum thermal 
retention; Star Spangled logo on right 
chest; full-front-zip; zippered hand-
warmer pockets; open bottom. 
Colors: Bright Blue, Beet, Charcoal, 
Frosted Violet and Cordovan�
�

6.5oz. Long Sleeve Denim 
Shirt; button down collar; 
inside, flat-felled seams; khaki 
double-needle topstitching; 
signature twill tape at neck; fully 
constructed front placket; 
signature horn-style buttons 
with Star Spangled logo; left-
chest pocket.�

6.5oz. Long Sleeve Denim Shirt; 
inside, flat-felled seams; khaki 
double-needle topstitching; 
signature twill tape at neck; fully 
constructed front placket; signature 
horn-style buttons with Star 
Spangled logo.�
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� � ������������Men’s�SS�T��Shirt�–G200� � �������������������� �������Women’s�SS�T��Shirt�–G200W�

��� ���������������������������������� � � � � � �
���������$20� � � � � � � $20�
�
�
� � �������Men’s�Crew�Sweatshirt�–�698HBMO� � �����Youth’s�Crew�Sweatshirt�–�998HBB0��

����� � � � � � �� �
� $33� � � � � � � $30�
�
� � � Men’s�SS�Polo�Shirt�–IH7001� � � � Ladies�SS�Polo�Shirt�–IH720L�

���� � � � � � ������� �
$32� � � � � � � $32�

Gildan 6.1 oz. 100% 
preshrunk cotton; double-
needle stitching; seamless 
topstitched collar; taped neck 
and shoulders; silk screen 
with Star Spangled Logo on 
back & Trotting Dog with 
Stars on front left chest. 
Colors: White, Carolina Blue, 
Red and Kelly Green. 

Gildan 6.1 oz., 100% preshrunk 
cotton; double-needle stitching; 
seamless topstitched collar; taped 
neck and shoulders; feminine cut; 
shorter length; narrower 1/2" rib 
neck; shorter sleeves; silk screen 
with Star Spangled Logo on back & 
Trotting Dog with Stars on front left 
chest. Colors: White, Iris, Violet, Red 
and Candy. 

Russell sweatshirt Dri-
POWER 50% cotton / 50% 
polyester fleece; rib knit 
collar, V-patch, cuffs and 
waistband with spandex; full 
length set-in sleeves; fully 
cover-seamed; Star Spangled 
logo embroidered on front. 
Colors: Royal and True Red.

Russell sweatshirt Dri-POWER 
50% cotton / 50% polyester 
fleece; rib knit collar, V-patch, 
cuffs and waistband with spandex; 
full length set-in sleeves; fully 
cover-seamed; Star Spangled 
logo embroidered on front. Colors: 
Royal and True Red.�

Inner Harbor 100% Cotton 
Mesh/Pique, 2-Button Clean 
Finished Placket, Fashion 
Collar and Welt Cuffs, Single 
Needle Top Stitched Shoulders 
and Armholes, Extended Tail 
and Side Vents; Star Spangled 
embroidered  logo. Colors: 
Royal, Kelly and Red.�

Inner Harbor 100% Cotton 
Mesh/Pique, 3-Button Clean 
Finished Placket, Narrow Placket, 
Collar and Cuff, Single Needle Top 
Stitched Shoulders and Armholes, 
Hemmed Bottom and Side Vents; 
Star Spangled embroidered  logo. 
Colors: Royal, Violet and Red.�
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� � ������������Tapered�Mug�–�C6094� � ��������� ��������������������6”�Round�China�Bowl�–�C6789�
�

��� ��������������������������������� �� � � � �����������
$12� � � � � � � $12�

�
� � ��������Shamrock�Night�Light–�C6414� � � ����������IWS�Mat�–�DM�

����� � � � � � �� �
� �

$15� � � � � � � $25�
�

� And,�more�SPECIALTY�MERCHANDISE�is�coming!�
�

BASEBALL�CAP,�SUN�VISOR,�MOUSE�PAD,�SPECIAL�
EDITION�PLATE,�PERSONALIZED�COLLAR�AND�LEAD�&�
DOCK�DIVING�T�SHIRT.�Still�have�a�few�Glasses�and�
Reserved�Seating�–�check�our�website�for�updates:�
http://www.freewebs.com/iwsca2010/�

This 12 oz. porcelain tapered 
mug is great for hot mixed 
drinks, or it can be your 
everyday coffee mug. The 
mug measures 4.5" tall and 
has an ear shaped handle. 
Microwavable and 
dishwasher safe. Fired with 
Star Spangled Logo.��

This plain round bowl is perfect for 
nuts and candies. It is also wonderful 
for storing and reheating leftovers 
because the straight sides mean that 
it takes up as little room as possible. 
It is 6" x 2" deep. Microwave and 
dishwasher safe. Fired with Star 
Spangled Logo.��

This shamrock shaped night 
light is 4" across and the 
porcelain walls are very thin 
so the light will shine through 
with a gentle glow. The UL 
approved electrical parts twist 
on and bulb even included. 
Fired with Trotting Dog Logo. 

18 x 24 mat is ideal for under the 
dog bowl or at the door. 1/8” thick 
polymer with rubber backing and 
black nylon trim; white background 
highlights the two Irish Water 
Spaniels playing in the grass and 
mud so they can follow the writing 
on the mat to “Wipe Your Paws”.�



Item # Description Size Color Quantity Unit Price+XL Price
C6113 Men's Full Zip Fleece (Sizes S-3XL) $55
M990W Women's Full Zip Fleece (Sizes S-2XL) $45
C1480 Men's Fleece Vest (Sizes S-3XL) $50
C1470 Women's Fleece Vest (Sizes S-2XL) $50
M550 Men's Denim Shirt (Sizes S-4XL) Light Denim $35
M550W Women's Denim Shirt (Sizes S-2XL) Light Denim $35
G200 Men's SS T-Shirt (Sizes S-5XL) $20
G200W Women's SS T-Shirt (Sizes XS-3XL) $20
698HBM Men's Crew Sweatshirt (Sizes S-4XL) $33
998HBB Youth's Crew Sweatshirt (Sizes S-XL) $30
IH7001 Men's SS Polo Shirt (Sizes S-4XL) $32
IH720L Women's SS Polo Shirt (Sizes S-2XL) $32
C6094 Tapered Mug $12
C6789 6" Round China Bowl $12
C6414 Shamrock Night Light $15
DM IWS Mat $25

Sub Total
Shipping*
Total

Visa/MC must add 4% service charge 4%
Make checks payable to the "IWSCA - 2010 Specialty" Total

Card Exp. Date:  __________________

Card Holder Signature: 
____________________________________

      2010 IWSCA NATIONAL SPECIALTY SHOW 
     Merchandise Order Form Mail to:

              P.J. Manus  97 Indian Ridge Road, Contoocook, NH 03229 
           Email: pjmanus1984@yahoo.com   Phone: 603-746-3525  
     Deadline for order is April 6, 2010 to pickup at Specialty

          Pay by Check/Money Order (US$ only) or Credit Card (add 4%)

 *** If order placed after April 6, must add shipping charges ***Note: Sizes 2XL - 4XL, add $2 per item! ***      
Shipping - either write in pick up (at the specialty) or include shipping costs on your form. Additional shipping 
charges for overseas mailing and may apply for multiple china items. email for quote.***

Print Name:

Shipping Address:

State/ Province/ State/ ZIP:

Phone:                                                                 Email:

VISA/ Master Card 
#_______________________________________
Print Name (as it appears on credit card:                         
________________________________________ 
Billing Address (if different than shipping address):
___________________________________________
______________________________________

Shipping Charges *
Order Total:
Charge under $34.99         $7.00
$35 - 49.99                                $9.00
$50 - 74.99                                $10.00
$75 - 99.99                                $11.00
$100 - 149.99                          $13.00
$150 - 199.99                          $15.00
$200.00 - 299.99                  $17.00



 

IWSCA News Editor 
17147 Weaver Lane SW 
Rochester, WA 98579 

 
 

Address label here 

Happy Holidays 
from IWSCA 


