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September 2nd, 2002 - August 21st, 2011 

Nova was my friend and confidant, my shadow, my protector. She lived up to her 

name in all ways — SuperNova. Days after Nova passed, an exciting new Super Nova 

was spotted in a nearby galaxy. 

Apparently such a thing is visible from Earth only once a century or so — an event of 

"stellar proportions." I've been told that such dogs only come along once every 100 

years as well. 

—Rosemary Sexton 
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CLUB OBJECTIVES 

(a) To encourage members to perfect, by selective breeding, 
physically and temperamentally sound Irish Water 
Spaniels; to do all possible to promote their natural 
abilities & qualities; 

(b) To encourage the organization of independent local IWS 
clubs in the localities where there are sufficient IWS 
fanciers to meet the requirements of the American 
Kennel Club;  

(c) To urge members & breeders to accept the standard of 
the breed as approved by AKC as the only standard of 
excellence by which IWS shall be judged;  

(d) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interest 

in the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at 
dog shows, field trials, obedience trials and tracking tests; 
to do all possible to further the use of the Irish Water 
Spaniel as a hunting dog;  

(e) To conduct sanctioned matches, specialties, field and 

obedience trials and tracking tests under the rules and 
regulations of the American Kennel Club. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Is open to all who are in good standing with the American 
Kennel Club and subscribe to the purposes of the Irish 
Water Spaniel Club of America. Please submit completed 
application form to the Membership Chair with dues 
payment for the current year. 
 
Dues: Checks payable to IWSCA (payable in U.S. funds)  
 
Individual membership $25 
 
Household membership $40  
 
Overseas: Same as above but please include additional 
$20 to cover international shipping surcharges 
 
Send application with check, payable in U.S. funds, to: 
 
Kim Kezer 
86 High Street 
Amesbury, MA 01913 USA 
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By Jack McDaniel 

Hunting season is upon us and I am looking 
forward to long walks in the field and hoping I don’t 
disappoint my dogs by missing the birds they work 
to get in the air. Truth to tell, getting the birds is 
the least important part for me. My real purpose is 
to watch the dogs do what comes natural. It never 
ceases to amaze me to watch a young dog turn 
into a hunting partner and experience that special 
bond between dog and human. I also remember 
the look I got when I missed the bird!!!! 

Recently the status of the IWS as a Retriever has 
been buzzing the airwaves and I want to assure all 
of you that just because some of us use our dogs 
to flush birds we are not going to end up being re-
classified as Flushing Spaniels in the eyes of the 
AKC. Many breeds are getting the okay to cross 
over to other venues for competition but they will 
stay in the same category in the eyes of the AKC.  

Speaking of the airwaves, I want to compliment all 
of you for staying civil in your comments on our 
Rat Tails list. Having an opinion is not wrong, but 
we need to listen to what the other person is 
saying. Having a closed mind creates division and 
the one thing we need more than anything else is 
unity. We tend to separate people into “us” and 
“them” because, if we are okay, then others are 
not. It seems like the only answer to conflict is 
rejection and that isolates everyone. 

The dog world is changing and we need to work 
with the change and try to influence it rather than 
reject it and get caught short. We can’t live in the 

past. The AKC is looking at all venues. As they 
struggle to stay up with or ahead of the times, we 
need to put forth positive input rather than 
knocking something without an alternative or a 
suggestion. One thing we have always stressed to 
our employees is “don’t criticize something without 
offering a solution.” 

We have two very large Meet the Breed venues 
coming up, one in New York at Javits Center, the 
other in Orlando at the Eukanuba Classic. This is 
a major undertaking and it is great to see so many 
members step up and volunteer to help. If you are 
interested in helping, contact Marilyn Cantrell who 
has stepped forward as our Public Relations 
Chair. The PR Committee will be doing many 
things this year and they can use all the help they 
can get. I know several of you have already 
stepped up, but there is room for more. 

Another committee that has been working long 
and hard is the Award Committee. Tim Ufkes has 
added several new members and they are working 
to bring equality to all of the venues in which our 
IWSs participate. This is a huge responsibility and 
will take much effort by the whole committee. If 
you are interested in helping, let Tim know. 

Your board has been meeting every month by 
teleconference and most meetings are open to 
members to listen in. I would encourage you to 
listen and hear first hand what we are working on. 
The number of working committees and the work 
they are doing will amaze you. 

The Nominating Committee was just announced. If 
you are interested in running for office, please let 
them know. Members are Dede Selph, Deb 
Nezgoda and Michelle Cummings. Alternates are: 
Deborah Hughes and Rosemary Sexton. 

Have a great Thanksgiving.  

President’s Message 

November-December 2011 
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S oul Cake 
 
Artist: Sting 

Album: If On A Winter's Night... 
Songwriters: Tracy Batteast, Elena Mezzetti, Noel Paul Stookey 
 

A soul cake, a soul cake, 
Please, good missus, a soul cake. 
An apple, a pear, a plum or a cherry, 
Any good thing to make us all merry, 
A soul cake, a soul cake, 
Please, good missus, a soul cake. 
One for Peter, two for Paul, 
And three for Him that made us all. 

God bless the master of this house 
And the mistress also 
And all the little children 
That round your table grow; 
The cattle in your stable, 
The dogs at your front door, 
And all that dwell within your gates 
We'll wish you ten times more. 

A soul cake, a soul cake…. 

Go down into the cellar 
And see what you can find; 
If the barrels are not empty 
We'll hope that you'll be kind; 
We'll hope that you'll be kind 
With your apple and your pear, 
And we'll come no more a-soulin' 
Till Christmas time next year. 

A soul cake, a soul cake…. 

The streets are very dirty, 
Me shoes are very thin, 
I have a little pocket 
To put a penny in; 
If you haven't got a penny 
A ha'penny will do, 
If you haven't got a ha'penny 
Then God bless you. 

A soul cake, a soul cake…. 

© Hallmark Corporation 

From: All Who Serve to make Rat Tails possible — Wishing all members a season of Joy 
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By Sharon Moreland 

2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death 

First Look 

Demographics 

The age and cause of death of 405 IWS was recorded in the IWSCA 2010 Health Survey. The 
breakdown of the location of these 405 IWS are as follows: North American (N. Am.) 229; United 
Kingdom (UK) 125; 38 Europe (Eu); and 13 from other areas. This report will only cover N. Am. and UK 
IWS since the number of death reports from Europe and other areas is too small to analyze. 

Causes of Death in IWS 

Figure 1 depicts the percent deaths from various causes for N. Am. IWS. The category “Accident/
Trauma” includes accidental deaths and preventable deaths, such as bleeding after spay surgery, and 
poisoning.  

“Old Age” is essentially a category of “Unknown,” but is reported here separately because the 
respondents reported it so. The “Temperament” category indicated that the dog was euthanized for 
temperament issues. In North America, the “Neurology” category included dogs whose cause of death 
was listed as either epilepsy or megesophagus. 

The major cause of death reported for N. Am. IWS at 47% was cancer. In 2008, the IWSCA Health and 
Genetic committee preformed a smaller cause of death study and cancer deaths were reported at 46% 
of the total deaths. This information can be found in the following link: (Life Span Study of the Irish 
Water Spaniel in America, Health and Genetics committee, 2008: http://webzoom.freewebs.com/iwsca/
PDFs/Lifespan_Study.pdf). The overall death rate from cancers for all dogs is generally reported as 
being between 30% and 35%. Further analysis of  cancer rates will be given in a future “First Look” 
article.  

http://webzoom.freewebs.com/iwsca/PDFs/Lifespan_Study.pdf
http://webzoom.freewebs.com/iwsca/PDFs/Lifespan_Study.pdf
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death—continued 

Figure 2 shows the cause of death reported for UK IWS. The reported deaths were again mainly from 
cancers, at approximately 43%. This number is very different from the British Veterinary Association 
study which found the rate of cancer deaths in the IWS population in the UK to be 55%. http://
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/1576/hsirishwaterspaniel.pdf.  

The “Neurology” category for UK dogs were deaths listed as being from epilepsy only. A significant 
number of deaths was reported in the UK from autoimmune causes and bloat, compared to N. Am. 
IWS. No deaths from infectious diseases, megesophagus, or euthanasia due to the pain of arthritis 
were recorded from UK IWS, in contrast to the N. Am. IWS. 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/1576/hsirishwaterspaniel.pdf
http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/1576/hsirishwaterspaniel.pdf
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death—continued 

Age of Death in IWS 

Figure 3 illustrates the age of death for N. Am. IWS. The mean age of death in N. Am. IWS, from all 
causes, was 9.6 years. Age of death from all causes, and age at death from causes excluding 
accidents/trauma were both analyzed. There was no significant difference between the two, so deaths 
from all causes are presented in this report in Figure 3. 
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death—continued 

Figure 4 shows age of death for UK IWS. The mean age of death from all causes was 9.4 years. 

A normal age-at-death curve is typically a smooth, one peaked curve with the average age of death 
being the apex of the curve. The data indicates that the age of death in both the N. Am. and UK IWS 
exhibit a multi-peaked distribution. In both cases, there is a spike of deaths at age 10 for N. Am IWS and 
a spike at ages 7 to 9 years in UK IWS. Both graphs then show a decrease in deaths and then a spike in 
12 to 14 age group. Further analysis of this data may show why this non-normal distribution has 
occurred. In the previous Life Span Study of the Irish Water Spaniel in America, Health and Genetics 
Committee, 2008, a similar distribution occurred and appeared to be due to a peak in cancer deaths 
around age 10. 

Table 1 2010 Survey-Mean 
Age at Death All 
Causes 

2008 IWSCA Study Mean 
Age at Death All Causes 

BVA Study Mean Age at 
Death All Causes 

N. Am IWS 9.6 yrs. 9.6 yrs.  

UK IWS 9.4 yrs.  8.9 yrs. 

Table 1 summarizes the Mean Age at Death data from various sources for both N. Am. and UK IWS. 

Death from all causes includes accidental and trauma deaths. The British Veterinary Association (BVA) 

data is from the study cited above at Figure 2. North American dogs appear to have a somewhat 

longer life span. As analysis of the data progresses we will do a statistical test to see if this difference 

is significant. 
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death—continued 

Gender and Age at Death 

In almost all mammals studied, females have a longer life span than males. Many explanations have 
been offered such as: genetic resistance to disease which differs in each gender, an increase 
susceptibility to trauma in males, a more robust immune system in females, and many others.  

This seems to be the case with IWS. We had data from 398 IWS from all geographic areas whose age 
at death was given in the survey; 213 of these were females and 185 were males. The average age at 
death for females (all geographic areas combined) was 9.45 years and for males it was 9.25 years. 

Figure 5 depicts the percent of deaths at each age for the two different genders. Gender breakdown 
does not seem to influence the bi-peak age of death that is seen in all IWS (see Figures 3 & 4) 
because a similar curve is seen in Figure 5. There is a spike of deaths around age 10, a drop and then 
an increase in the 12 to 13 age group for both sexes. It is difficult to see the larger death rate for males 
when the data is presented this way but in the next figure it becomes clearer. 

Figure 5. Percent Deaths at Age 
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Age and Cause of Death—continued 

Figure 6 depicts the age of death rate, or the cumulative percent of animals dead at each age, by 

gender. The curve shows overall that males have a higher death rate than females during both 

gender’s life spans. There are two cases when males do not have a higher death rate than females: at 

about age 6.5 and greater than age 15. At these ages, the death rate is equal for both genders. If we 

look at different points in the curve we can see how the male death rate is greater than females. For 

example, 40% of males were dead at about 8 years, compared to females hadn’t reached 40% until 

about 8.5 years.  

Next Steps 

“First Look” articles will continue in Rat Tails as analysis of the survey data continues. The Health and 
Genetics Committee welcomes any feed-back on this or subsequent articles.  

By Sharon Moreland for the Health and Genetics Committee, Laurel Baglia, Chair 

Figure 6. Death Rates by Gender 

Nominating Committee 2011-2012 
Dear IWSCA Members, 

The following members in good standing with the Irish Water Spaniel Club of America have agreed to 
serve on the Nominating Committee for the selection of a slate of officers and directors to be presented 
to the general membership for consideration of election to service for the 2011-2012 Club Year. 

Nominating Committee: Dede Selph, Michelle Cummings, Deb Nezgoda 

Alternates: Rosemary Sexton, Deb Hughes 

The current IWSCA Board would like to thank them for their willingness and dedication to serve the 
club in this capacity! 

Sue Anderson 
IWSCA Secretary 
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By Melissa McMunn 

Listening To My Dog: Do What You Do Best 

Therapy work isn’t something that usually gets 
noticed, except by the recipient, the dog and the 
handler. Truthfully, it’s really just a story about 
doing what you do best. And, it’s about teaching 
an “old dog” new tricks. 

This journey began four years ago during my 
evaluation year as an elementary school teacher. I 
am fortunate to work in a district that keeps track 
of your credentials and makes recommendations 
to further your professional career. When I looked 
at the course offerings suggested for me (tree 
identification and orienteering), I laughed. I shared 
the list with my principal, who had quite the 
guffaw. Why someone would need these courses 
to teach reading was beyond the two of us. Since I 
am an “old” teacher (I have over 23 years of 
service to my county), there was little to offer me. 
My principal turned to me and asked, “What do 
you want to do to continue growing?” to which I 
replied, “Start a READer Dog program”. 

Knowing the current climate towards dogs in 
public places here in America, my first priority was 
to gain certification that would prove Rugby could 
be trusted in the school environment. Along with 
this certification came insurance that I felt was 
necessary to have in place to ease any concerns 
that the school system might have regarding 
having a dog in school. I took two classes and was 
evaluated by my local group, National Capital 
Therapy Dogs, Inc. and the Delta Society. That’s 
when Rugby began going to school. 

My original goal was to have a tutoring program 
where the 5th grade students meet with 1st grade 
students on a weekly basis to practice reading 
skills. Rugby circulates among the groups, 
listening to the reading and interacting with the 
students. I wanted to bring back passion and 
enjoyment when it came to reading. Research 
shows that, having a dog around while reading 
calms children who suffer from performance 
anxiety when asked to read. Little did I expect or 
know that it would boost the reading scores of 
both groups of children significantly. Not only that, 
but Rugby became a bit of a celebrity at school. 
He makes appearances on behalf of the PTA, 
visits specific teachers when he is in school 
(therapeutic in nature) and has fans who ask, “is 
Rugby here in school today?” on a daily basis. He 
visits second grade when they do their unit on 

service dogs (although he isn’t one). He is the 
contractual reward for students who have behavior 
issues and the guy on the side as our 
orthopedically challenged students practice their 
physical therapy (they “walk” the dog). 

If this weren’t enough, Rugby and I also visit a 
respite center for physically and mentally 
challenged young adults twice a month. This is an 
important visit to me because my family receives 
respite care for my two nephews who are autistic. 
It’s my way of giving back to the community. 
Rugby pulls chairs, “walks the dog” and plays 
retrieve games with the clients. Oh, and he visits 
with the staff in between! 

As a very young dog, Rugby showed immense 
talent for visiting with people. He turns his back 
toward them and sidles into a position where 
people can comfortably pet him. He never tires 
being petted and will choose to lean on people on 
occasions. He has an innate instinct for this work; I 
do not. This is what he does best.  

Earlier this year, I was introduced to Yvonne 
Eaton, regional director for HOPE Animal Assisted 
Crisis Response. After speaking to her about how 
her group serves in crisis situations across the 
United States, I felt that this was the next step in 
Rugby’s career. We attended a three hour 
screening that tested our responses to stress 
situations as well as our interactions with others. 
We passed!  This garnered us an invitation to 
certify as an Animal Assisted Crisis Response 
team. 

We traveled to Erie, Pennsylvania for the 
opportunity to go through the airport security, 
board a plane, meet a firefighter in full gear and to 
be exposed to a large Hum V type fire engine, 
board and ride a coast guard cutter (that was an 
experience!), interact with the public at a local 
amusement park and take part in a simulated 
beach disaster on Lake Erie. We attended three 
days’ of classes, learning the chain of command 

“Doing this job with Rugby has taught me 
many things about counseling and 

empathy. He has brought to me a circle of 
friends who feel therapeutic animals 
provide an important social service.” 
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when in a disaster situation as well as role playing 
what we might say to someone who in crisis as 
well as what to say to first responders. The most 
important things that I learned were to remember 
to always read your dog and respond to him first 
and foremost and that I cannot offer a solution to 
the situations in which we will be placed. The most 
that Rugby and I can offer is company in the midst 
of chaos. And, that we can and do well. 

Rugby is the only one of my Irish Water Spaniels 
that I felt responded well to therapeutic work. I 
know that there are many others who also serve 
others in this fashion. I feel extremely lucky to have 
such a great partner to teach this old dog some 
new tricks about interacting with people. Who 
knows? Maybe one day I’ll decide to be a school 
counselor. 
 

Listening to My Dog: Do What You Do Best—continued 

 

Postscript – 9.11.11: 

Rugby and I were one of TWO teams attending the 10th 
annual memorial service for 9/11 families at the 
Pentagon. I feel really honored to have been chosen. 

Here's a note that I got from one of the other team 
members from the OTHER crisis group (we worked 
jointly on this project). 

Enjoyed meeting you and Rugby on Saturday, Missy. Liz shared that 
you were both needed for some important work after we'd left, and 
shared how proud she was of the interactions you had. 
Congratulations … no surprise. The connection between you and 
your boy is more than apparent. Knew nothing about the Irish Water 
Spaniel before "seeing" what beautiful animals they are as Rugby 
walked into the group. Decided to do a little breed research and 

discovered Landacre IWS website. You can just "feel" the love. 

Since writing this, Rugby and I have opened a new facility here locally. We are now visiting at the 
Montgomery General Hospital, the first of our group to do so. Additionally, I am teaching my first therapy 
dog training class. 
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By Susan Anderson 

Secretary’s Report 
All approved Board Meeting Minutes are published in the file section of the Rattails Yahoo List. If 
additional Club information or historical record is needed, this space will be used. 

By Evie Van Uden 

Delegate’s Report 

The AKC is once again discussing expanding the 
number of groups at Dog Shows. In some ways 
the breakdown of breed types and what they were 
bred to do makes sense. However, as a lot of us 
know, having three Cockers in the same group 
has met with controversy. At this time it is not 
known if this will be on the Agenda for the 
December Delegate meeting. We do need to think 
about it and weigh the pros and cons so that when 
it comes up for a vote, we can vote in a way that is 
in the best interest of our breed and the sport. 

I would like to recognize "Take the Lead," a great 
organization that helps meet financial obligations 
for those people in the fancy that have faced life-
threating or terminal illness. It is a nonprofit, 
volunteer organization run by dog show activists. 
Since it began in 1993, its donations to needy dog 
people is $2.9 million dollars. This is a way for 
people in the sport to support and care for one 
another. The donations go far beyond paying 
medical bills. They include home health care, 
health insurance, prescription drugs, 
transportation and in some cases rent or mortgage 
payments. In 1995, a permanent and restricted 
endowment fund was established to ensure the 
future of the organization. If you want  to become 
a member, you can download the application form 
at takethelead.org. Membership for an individual is 
$30.00. They do have parent club memberships 
as well for $500.00. 

With the big "Show of Shows" coming up in 
December, I would like to congratulate all of those 
who are eligible to attend. We have some really 
great dogs that will be there in the breed ring, 
obedience and agility. Good Luck to everyone and 
we will look forward to hearing how everyone 
does. 

I have been in contact with AKC Executive 
Secretary, James Crowley, regarding the Irish 
Water Spaniel Barbet cross breeding that took 

place in 2000. This is his last response. The 
American Kennel Club policy on the registration of 
imports is as follows: 

Registration of Imports (June 1995 Board 
Meeting) 

It is the policy of The American Kennel Club to 
give full faith and credit to the certified export 
certificate accompanied by a complete three-
generation pedigree tendered from countries with 
a registry on AKC's acceptable list. 

If an import is accompanied by a three generation 
pedigree (all the dogs in the pedigree being 
registered as the same breed) from a foreign 
registry with which AKC has a reciprocal 
registration agreement, AKC would accept that 
registration. 

This policy would apply to all breeds across the 
board. Thus, an Irish Water Spaniel registered in 
Ireland as an Irish Water Spaniel with a three 
generation pedigree consisting of all registered 
Irish Water Spaniels, would be registered as an 
Irish Water Spaniel by AKC based upon that 
pedigree. It is unlikely that the AKC Board would 
agree to permit each of the 160+ parent breed 
clubs placing different restrictions on the 
registration of imported dogs of their particular 
breed. 

When I receive the agenda for the December 
Delegate meeting, I will post it on the lists for your 
consideration and comment. 
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By Susanne Hogan 

Water Spaniels with Experience 

Rehome 

Right now, IWSCA Rescue is in the enviable 
position of having some homes wishing to adopt 
our dogs without IWS currently available. Several 
of the homes are long-time IWS homes who have 
recently lost or are soon to lose their beloved 
companion. They wish to give a good home to 
another of our curly brown friends.  

Tara Darling, our East Coast Rescue Team lead 
and Breeder liaison, has collected the home 
information and is communicating with breeders in 
case there is a rehome situation that may benefit 
an IWS and a family. We have supported a 
number of these breeder placements and they 
seem to work out well for all involved. 

As IWSCA looks to ensure that our community 
grows and thrives, I invite each of you to consider 
that puppies are not the only way to expand our 
base. While puppies are cute, cuddly, and smell 
wonderful, they are not necessarily suited to every 
home. Some homes can do better with an adult 
who does not present the energy and or require 
the structure needed for successfully raising a 
youngster. We have seen that repeatedly with 

some of the more experienced homes. Some have 
even been taking in adult IWSs for 40 years. 

I encourage any of you who might know an Irisher 
who could benefit from a placement home to work 
with Breeder Rehome and IWSCA Rescue to see 
if there is a home in our “pending” file that might 
work for your candidate. We are sharing this 
information to benefit our dogs, our community, 
and those who wish to join the community.  

Support of our Community 

Recently, I worked with someone with an IWS who 
had put the dog on an Internet site for sale, simply 
out of frustration that had nothing to do with the 
IWS but rather family transitions. Her breeder was 
no longer available to assist and one of our 
members found the advertisement and passed it 
along. The owner was conflicted — her dog was a 
beloved companion — but life was simply too 
difficult to manage the impact on everyone in the 
family, including the Irisher. She was unaware of 
our Rescue program.  

While this situation was ultimately resolved with 
the dog remaining in the home, the owner was 
appreciative of the support and committed to 
contacting us should the home situation reverse 
itself to the detriment of the family dog.  

These situations are common in today’s 
tumultuous economy and we are fortunate to have 
an involved membership that can help identify 
these situations. 

Thanks to each of you for your vigilance. 
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By Elissa Kirkegard 

Gali has once again done me proud (and I hope 

the breed) when on Saturday, June 11, 2011, he 
became the first IWS to acquire a Senior Hunter 
Upland title. This title became available to our 
breed in March of this year which, coincidentally, 
was about the same time Gali and I were finishing 
up "picking up" at local pheasant shoots. Gali is 
eight and has been doing this type of upland work 
since he was a pup. I have seen him grow from an 
inexperienced dog to an observant partner in the 
field. He knows how to handle cripples, he knows 
when a bird has been hit and is coming down and 
his nose has led him to many birds that were 
invisible to me. 

So it seemed natural to try to run him at these 
upland tests. We have a very active group of 
spaniel people who host a number of tests in this 
area. They were very kind in including us for 
training, test information and making us feel 
welcome. 

We ran our first test on May 14 and Gali quickly 
picked up four legs. His water entry has become 
legendary and everyone gathers around when it is 
his turn. I guess that comes from dock diving and 
spending his life bouncing up and down. 

The first test in a spaniel test is the flushing and 
field work. It really does require more control than 
one would think. Although the dog is brought to 
line on lead, at the senior level, the handler is 
given a shot gun and the dog is set free to quarter 
the field and flush game. But the dog cannot hunt 
for himself, he has to understand that it is a team 
effort so he has to keep one eye on the handler 
and take cues from her/him, one eye on the guns 
to see where they are shooting and mark a 
downed bird plus keep his nose and third eye on 
the ground to locate the birds. Ideally, he should 
flush a bird, and sit on a whistle or a shot until 
sent to retrieve. If the bird is missed (flyaway) he 
should return to his  hunting and forget about the 
last bird. 

 

Gali did a beautiful job for his last leg. He 
quartered like a pro and was very aware of where 
I was and where his birds were.  

And when it was all done, we were awarded the 
last leg with the warmth and support of our spaniel 
friends. 

The First Irish Water Spaniel Senior Hunter Upland Dog 

Ch. Realta's Galileo CD TD SH SHU QAA WCX CGC 

“It was like a dance — with the dog 
working in front of the two guns and 

handler and weaving back and forth, the 
dog doing his job, the handler watching 
and believing in the dog and the guns 

bringing down the bird.” 
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The First Irish Water Spaniel Master Hunter Upland Dog 

Who says you can't teach old dogs new tricks? 
Nine year old veteran retriever and hunting dog, 
Gali, owned and handled by Elissa Kirkegard, took 
to the spaniel hunt test game with gusto. This is the 
way he approaches life in general and is one of the 
characteristics I like most about the breed. From 
the time he became the youngest tracking dog in 
the breed (attaining his TD title at 6 months, one 
day of age) Gali has exhibited a work ethic that is 
unique. He has exhibited boundless enthusiasm 
with his retriever work and took a 2nd place in the 
qualifying stake at an AKC field trial to become all 
age qualified. He continue to compete in the All 
Age Stakes and Qualifying Stakes at retriever field 
trials. Since May, 2011, he added to his bag of 
tricks and has now attained the title of Master 
Hunter Upland, the first in the breed. 

The journey to handling the first Irish Water Spaniel 
Master Hunter Upland has been an interesting and 
rewarding experience. There have been lows and 
highs but I am pleased to announce that on 
September 18, 2011, Ch. Realta's Galileo CD TD 
SH MHU QAA CGC WCX completed the five 
passes necessary to receive his Master Hunter 
Upland title at the Maryland Sporting Dog hunt test 
in Elkton, MD. Only 3 out of the 15 dogs entered in 
Master completed the test and most of the handlers 
agreed that the cooler, fall like weather was to 
blame for the "enthusiastic flushes" of the spaniels. 

As we traveled to the spaniel tests in the Mid-
Atlantic and New England areas, the tests and 
grounds for the spaniel tests were numerous and 
varied. Sometimes, the grass was very high and 
other times, the area was wooded with scrub and 
bushes. Sometimes, the terrain was challenging 
and rough, requiring the handler toting a gun and 
trying to keep up with the dog, to perform a real 
balancing act! Sometimes the wind was your friend 
and brought the scent of the bird to the dog and 
sometimes, it was no help and actually a 
hindrance. There is a very large element of luck 
involved in this type of dog work with the unknown 
factor being the birds; whether they actually fly, 
whether they "pop up" or fly low, whether they are 
brought down, whether they "sail" for a long period 

before coming down, whether they "run" and on 
and on.  

Every test and judge was different which brought 
it's own set of challenges for the dog and the 
handler. 

We ran in a total of 16 spaniel tests for a total of 10 
passes, to acquire our Senior as well as our Master 
title. Our first test was May 14th and our last test 
was September 18th, so it took four months to 
move through the program. We have worked in 
extreme conditions including heat, humidity and 
hurricanes. We have both had to mold our thinking 
and training to understand the flushing spaniel 
rules and requirements. We have listened to 
suggestions and ideas from handlers, pro trainers, 
official guns and judges who have been generous 
with their thoughts.  

Gali's strong points are his wonderful hunt deads 
(land blinds), water blinds and water marks. He is 
stylish and obedient and receives many very nice 
comments from fellow handlers and judges in this 
area. The majority of his training is retriever training 
and he does excel on the retrieve.  

The field work, quartering and flushing, was the 
most difficult for myself as a handler to understand. 
It seems the dogs are somehow genetically 
equipped to locate birds and flush them. The 
training, timing and execution of the sit on flush, 
stay sitting on shot and retrieve command 
confounded me. Throw into that mix, that some 
birds "are the dog's bird" and no sit is required 
because the dog can "trap" the bird, and the 
steadying really gets tricky. Gali and I never did 
decide what the right decision was with regard to 
birds that do not flush. Suffice it to say, he gets a 
little too "independent" with low flying birds. 

I am pleased that Gali gets to have his name in the 
record books for the "first" SHU and MHU. He joins 
his kennel mates, Yeates of Lisnabrogue who was 
the first JH, SH and MH (and IWSCA All Around 
Retriever) in retriever hunt tests in the breed and 
Mallyree Molly who was the first TDX in the breed. 

Ch. Realta's Galileo CD TD SH MHU QAA WCX CGC 
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The Irish Water Spaniel Club of America was 
founded in 1937 by a small group of sporting men 
who competed in field trials as well as in the 
obedience and conformation rings. Today's 
fanciers continue to compete in these arenas. 
However, it is more likely that you'll find a lady 
holding the lead. When it comes to working their 
dogs in the field, a few remarkable women have 
taken the breed to new heights. This month, I'd 
like to introduce Gazette readers to one of them. 

As a child, Elissa Kirkegard of Doylestown, PA 
had standard poodles, and in 1969, she began 
working them in the field. Since the breed was not 
then eligible to run in retriever trials, Elissa 
became interested in the IWS and purchased her 
first IWS from Marion Hopkins' Mallyree kennel. 
Molly was quickly followed by a bitch from Doris 
Drury's kennel, Spiffy. 

"Molly earned her WCX title, and Spiffy a WC, at a 
time when there were no hunt tests" Elissa 
remembers. "The only venues available to 
retrievers were field trials and 'picnic' trials." 

In 1983, Elissa imported Yeates from Eddie 
Lennon, in Ireland, and Delta from Lois Ferrans, in 
England.  

"Both dogs descended from the famed 
Lisnabrogue line and each had a field 
background, " she says. "Yeates ran in field trials 
and went on to become the breed's first All-
Around IWS. " Yeates earned conformation and 
obedience titles as well as being the first JH, SH 
and MH in the breed. 

In 2000, Elissa purchased Rodi from Rosemary 
Sexton's Realta kennel. Rodi became an All-
Around IWS before succumbing to cancer - just 
one leg shy of earning his SH. Gali, another 
Realta dog, who went back to the Lisnabrouge 
line, came into her life in 2001, and this dog 
became her third All-Around IWS. 

Elissa fondly recalls how at the tender age of 6 
months and 1 day, Gali became possibly the 
youngest dog of any breed to receive the TD title. 
"He even does dock diving, where his eagerness 

to retrieve has produced jumps in excess of 19 
feet in length," she boasts. 

Gali competes at field trials in addition to hunt 
tests and in May 2009, he took a second place at 
the Long Island Field Trial that qualified him All 
Age. In the Fall of 2010, he was entered at his first 
Amateur All-Age stake, where he finished three 
series and remained competitive throughout. 
Since last March, the breed has been eligible to 
run in the Flushing Spaniel hunt tests, and in 
September, Gali became the breed's first Master 
Hunter Upland. 

"To be successful in AKC field trials for retriever," 
Elissa says, "it is necessary for a dog to go to 
marks and blinds  in straight lines."  These 
distances can sometimes be daunting, so a dog 
has to be willing to go quite a distance away from 
the handler in order to find the bird. "Not so with 
the spaniel and upland work," she says. "Flushing 
spaniels are expected to work in close proximity to 
the handler and provide birds that can be shot 
within a reasonable distance." 

According to Elissa, Gali seems to understand the 
different techniques required of him at either test. 
"He looks out and locates the guns at retriever 
trials, and quarters within shotgun range at upland 
hunt tests," she notes. 

"The IWS" Elissa emphasizes, "is not a Labrador, 
but he nonetheless possesses an excellent nose 
and makes a fine hunting dog."  She should know, 
since she trains and runs Labs in addition to her 
IWS. 

"Labs have been bred to exhibit tremendous 
drive," she says. "Most seem to have the 
inclination to run straight and true" - a running 
style that is vastly different from that of the IWS. 
The Irish, she says, has a tendency to bound over 
obstacles and make big water entries and cover 
ground with a slower, but longer stride. 

Elissa feels that the breed tends to mature a little 
slower than the Lab and that this puts them at a 
disadvantage to run the Derby stakes and to get 
qualified All-Age. She assures, however, "They do 
seem to recall what they've been taught for long 

By Dan Sayers 

This article first appeared in the October 2011 AKC Gazette and is reproduced here with 

permission. 

Irish Water Spaniels (Breed Columns) 

The Ladies' Choice, Part One 
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periods of time and I think this speaks to their 
intelligence." 

The hands-down con to running the IWS in the 
field is the breed's coat. "Their spaniel ears and 
heavy coats seem to be a problem in the water."  
suggests Elissa. She says that it is unrealistic to 
run the breed in a full show coat, but a "buzz-cut" 
is workable. "This will save the handler a good deal 
of time before and especially after the dogs are 
run." 

Elissa attests that only a handful of IWS owners 
train with the thought of competing at field trials, 
although she says that quite a few individuals train 
for the working certificates and hunt tests. 

"The advice I would give to anyone training these 
dogs, is to spend time with the obedience part of 
field work. The IWS needs to know the sit, stay, 
come, heel and fetch commands so they will 
respond predictably despite the distractions they're 
likely to encounter in strange surroundings." 

Elissa suggests that handlers need to learn the 
correct way of handling a retriever or a spaniel, 
and should find a professional trainer and a 
training group in order to understand what is 
expected of the IWS in the field. "Training the 
breed in the field necessitates finding land and 
water conditions similar to those found in 
competition," she says. 

"Consistency will produce repetition and good 
results while preparing your IWS for the actual day 
of the test or trial." 

The training can be very rewarding in and of itself. 
"After years of training retrievers, " says Elissa, "I 
understand that one will spend far more time 
training than actually running the dog at an event. 
Training equals quality time and this is how a true 
partnership is forged." 

Dan Sayers; Ninodanny @aol.com 

Irish Water Spaniels (Breed Columns) / The Ladies' Choice, Part One —continued 

Get off to a great start! 
2012 Irish Water Spaniel Calendars 

are available now 

Place your order by calling 
206-524-4841 or 
e-mailing c.morgan.home@comcast.net 
 

*Still priced at $25 each, plus shipping* 

($5 within the US) 
Special this year — discounted shipping for Canadian and  
overseas orders. Quotes available on request for non-US 

shipping and currencies. 
 
Mail checks and orders to: 
6226 Woodlawn Ave N., Seattle, WA 98103 USA 
 
Your order will be sent Priority Mail or Global Priority Mail 
for speedy delivery. 
Make checks payable to C. Morgan (or to IWSCOPS). 
PayPal, add $5 
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Name/Sire/Dam Sex DOB Owners/Breeders

Grand Champion

GCH CH D' Locks Look To Windw ard D 24-May-10 Charles Turner & Nancy Turner

CH Stanegate Slippery When Wet Grattan Foy & Lynn Musgrave & Enzo Marfella

CH D'Locks Lunar Eclipse NA OAJ NAP OJP NF

Rally Advanced

Jaybren's Politically Correct BN RA D 30-Apr-08 Evelyn Van Uden & James F Brennan

CH Whistlestop's Special Agent CD RN James F Brennan & Paul Price

CH Jaybren's Millish Macarthur RN

Junior Hunter

Archw ave Another Cain CD JH D 19-May-08 Mary Reich & Robert Reich

CH Muddy Waters Made In America CD JH Carol Hess

CH Mole End Over The Rainbow CD RE

Senior Hunter Upland

CH Realta's Galileo CD TD SH SHU D 29-Sep-02 Elissa Kirkegard

CH Ballyhoo's Cairbre O'Wyndsong CD JH Rosemary Sexton

CH Madcap's Rising Star Stella CDX MH

Novice Agility

Whistlestop Buckaroo Boomer NA OF D 27-Mar-06 Morgan Conrad & Jennifer Kinghorn

CH Ildanoch's Casablanca CD RN JH Colleen McDaniel

CH Realta Bob'n O'Whistlestop UD RE JH OA OAJ NAP NJP

Open Agility

CH Claddagh's The Beat Goes On RN OA NAJ NF B 30-Oct-05 Jody Dushkes

Muddy Waters Brogan O'Birdhill Marysue Altman & Diane Wacker

CH Muddy Waters Higher Law

Open Agility Jumper

Chuckanut's Cashew  Curry CD NA OAJ D 1-Jun-07 Jennifer Lego

CH Fynder Freethinker Joe McConkey & Laurie McConkey

CH Poole's Ide Pintail Delia CD

CH Claddagh's The Beat Goes On RN OA OAJ NF B 30-Oct-05 Jody Dushkes

Muddy Waters Brogan O'Birdhill Marysue Altman & Diane Wacker

CH Muddy Waters Higher Law

Master Excellent Jumper Preferred 8

CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart UD RE JH MXP7 MJP8 PAX3 XF B 10-Jun-01 Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne

CH Castlehill's Fynder's Keepers CD Susan Tapp & Betty L Wathne

CH Madcap's Brilliant Virtue CD

Agility FAST Open

Ballyhoo's Light My Fire NA OAJ OF B 31-Mar-08 Christine Bartos

CH Realta's Galileo CD TD SH SHU Dede Selph & Judith Goonyep

CH Ballyhoo's Janne O'Bachlach CD RN JH

Preferred Agility Champion 3

CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart UD RE JH MXP7 MJP7 PAX3 XF B 10-Jun-01 Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne

CH Castlehill's Fynder's Keepers CD Susan Tapp & Betty L Wathne

CH Madcap's Brilliant Virtue CD

Titles - July 2011
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Name/Sire/Dam Sex DOB Owners/Breeders

Champion

CH Beaufield Dow n To The River Riley D 12-May-06 Linda Harrison

CH Beaufield Achiever Willy Elizabeth Weaver & Bridget Kvarnlov

CH Muddy Waters Instigator CD RN AX AXJ NF

CH Coomara Gmadra Fliuch Siochain D 30-Sep-08 Robert M Lacy & Paul R Price

CH Tara's Teal Take Flight CD RN Paul Price

Tara N Coomara's Chinook Wind

CH Ildanoch Elusive Dream D 17-Nov-08 Deborah Hughes & Mary Humphreys & Jody Lamp

CH CuChulain's Lugh Ildanoch Deborah Hughes & Kenneth Hughes (BBE Award)

CH Finnibone's She's The One

CH Jaybren's Politically Correct BN RA D 30-Apr-08 Evelyn Van Uden & James F Brennan

CH Whistlestop's Special Agent CD RN James F Brennan & Paul Price

CH Jaybren's Millish Macarthur RN

CH Mallyree Here Comes The Son RN D 18-Jun-09 Alice Getchell & Pamela Manus & Paul Getchell

CH Poole's Ide Who'D A Thought It Marion Hopkins & Pamela J Manus

CH Mallyree Kayla A'Mhara RN

CH Mallyree's Contessa At Pooles Ide B 18-Jun-09 Gregory Siner & Emily Pikul

CH Poole's Ide Who'D A Thought It Marion Hopkins & Pamela J Manus

CH Mallyree Kayla A'Mhara RN

CH Mallyree's Mr Odin Of Madrona D 18-Jun-09 Sylvia Thistle-Miller

CH Poole's Ide Who'D A Thought It Marion Hopkins & Pamela J Manus

CH Mallyree Kayla A'Mhara RN

CH Waterford's Anything You Want B 8-May-09 Shona Ensign

CH Coomara's Emerald Isle Warrior Shona Ensign

GCH CH Tara's Water Baroness CD RA

Grand Champion

GCH CH Chantico's Spirit In The Surf RN JH B 29-Mar-07 Kim Kezer & Mindy Garbarino & Jeremy Kezer

CH Madcap If My Heart Had Wings RA Mindy Garbarino & Kim Kezer

CH Taras Water's My Middle Name CD RE JH

GCH CH D'Locks Lunar Eclipse NA OAJ NAP OJP NF B 26-May-05 Grattan Foy & Lynn Musgrave & Enzo Marfella

CH Dreadlocks Keeper O The Keys CD Lynn Musgrave

Titles - August 2011

Name/Sire/Dam Sex DOB Owners/Breeders

Preferred Agility Excellent 3

CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart

  UD RE JH MXP7 MJP7 PAX3 XF B 10-Jun-01 Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne

CH Castlehill's Fynder's Keepers CD Susan Tapp & Betty L Wathne

CH Madcap's Brilliant Virtue CD

Titles - July (continued)
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Name/Sire/Dam Sex DOB Owners/Breeders

Companion Dog Excellent

Archw ave Another Cain CDX JH D 19-May-08 Mary Reich & Robert Reich

CH Muddy Waters Made In America CD JH Carol Hess

CH Mole End Over The Rainbow CD RE

CH Muddy Waters Great Expectations CDX RAE AX AXJ OAP NJP XFD 5-May-00 Jody Dushkes

CH Mole End Wing And A Prayer CD NA Diane Wacker

CH Muddywatersbagladyo'birdhill CDX

Rally Novice

Jaybren's O'Whistlestop Cadence RN JH D 18-Jun-06 Colleen McDaniel

CH Fynder Freethinker Jane Bonner & James F Brennan

CH Jaybren's Maggie May CD

Realta's One Tough Cookie CD RN JH B 16-Jun-09 Jill Raes & Rosemary Sexton

Eire's Murphee Mullownee MH Rosemary Sexton

CH Realta's Supernova CD RN MH

Junior Hunter

CH MACH2 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXF D 11-Apr-06 Stephanie O'Reilly & Jeff Rife

CH Catwalks Special Case CD RA JH Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne

CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart UD RE JH MXP7 MJP8 PAX3 XF

Muddy Waters Outdoorsman JH D 18-Nov-07 Diane Wacker & Joaquin Delgado

CH Tara's Water Turned To Wine Diane Wacker & Joaquin Delgado

CH Muddy Waters Isn't She Lovely

Realta's Limerick JH JHU D 3-Jul-10 Christine Robertson M.D.

Eire's Murphee Mullownee MH Rosemary Sexton

CH Realta's Supernova CD RN MH

Open Agility

Chuckanut's Cashew  Curry CD OA OAJ D 1-Jun-07 Jennifer Lego

CH Fynder Freethinker Joe McConkey & Laurie McConkey

CH Poole's Ide Pintail Delia CD

Titles - August (continued)

Artwork by Rhonda Cassidy  
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By Kim Midkiff 

Ode to an Irish Water Spaniel 

June, 2010 
Preface: by Liz Weaver 
 
This is long but well worth the read. Such a 
moving tribute to a wonderful companion. Charlie 
was out of Ch. Mole End Hallelujah CD by Ch. 
Castlehill's Magic Moment CDX. One of his 
brothers went to be a service dog for a woman 
with bone cancer. Kim is the home that all 
breeders want for their puppies and I am so 
grateful that she shared this with me. 

Very few years have gone by in my life without a 
dog. 

As an adult, I have only had two dogs, but those 
two -- one right after the other -- have been my 
loyal companions for a combined 26 years. The 
first, Reecie, was a Cocker Spaniel, Sheltie, 
Border Collie mix that someone had dropped off 
downtown when she was only three months old. I 
took her home with me after work one evening 
and she was my good friend for 13 years. Sweet 
and so loyal to me. I was so sad when she died. 

Soon after 
came 
Charley, my 
present dog, 
who I just had 
to have put 
down this 
morning. He 
would have 
been 13 
years old on 
August 22, 
2010 -- a little 
less than two 
months away. 
Charley was 
a very funny, 

intelligent, sweet, smart, sometimes annoying Irish 
Water Spaniel who actually protected me from bad 
people at my front door -- a guy whose picture 
ended up in the paper a few days after he was 
knocking on my door because he had broken into 
another woman's house and murdered and 
robbed her. Charley knew there was something 
very wrong with that person and would not let me 
open the storm door. I could barely even ask what 

the guy wanted. Charley never acted so ferocious 
before or since -- barking and lunging at the guy -- 
I couldn't understand what was wrong. But 
Charley knew. I have a lot to thank him for! 

He guarded my house every day and night; would 
throw himself fearlessly into ocean waves, 
freezing lakes, and even off diving boards into 
swimming pools when I asked him to (as long as 
there was something to fetch involved!) he picked 
up and returned to me: articles of laundry that fell 
out of my basket, pennies (and nickels, dimes, 
quarters and dollars) that fell on the floor, he found 
earrings that I thought were long gone, a fountain 
pen someone lost in the absolute depths of my 
couch – five years after the fact, my watch, hair 
curlers, the list goes on and on. If anything was 
dropped on the floor by accident, he knew it and 
either picked it up and brought it to me, or pointed 
it out to me so I could get it. 

He asked me to play games with him all the time -- 
games we often played together and of which I 
only THOUGHT I knew the rules, because Charley 
sometimes changed the game or thought up 
different ways to do things to catch me off guard. 

He knew so many words, we could actually 
communicate. If I told him to go get his ball, he 
would search the house, leaving all the other toys, 
bones, etc. alone. I asked for the ball, therefore 
the ball was his quest. If it was not in the living 
room, I could say, "go look in the bedroom" and 
straight to the bedroom he would go to try to find 
the ball. If the ball wasn't inside the house, he 
would ask to go outside so he could search the 
backyard in the pitch black night, pouring rain, 
piles of leaves, and several inches of snow until 
he inevitably returned with the long lost ball in his 
mouth. 

If it was time to mow the lawn, excitement ensued 
when I pulled out my work shoes and gloves. He 
barked to go out before me, ran down the stairs to 
the door under the porch where the lawn mower is 
kept. Whimpering and whining, he could barely 
contain his excitement until I opened the door. 
Then, the whines turned to growls and barks as he 
grabbed the front wheel of my push mower and 
pulled it out into the yard. Yes, he did all of that by 
himself. 
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Ode to an Irish Water Spaniel—continued 

Once the mowing started, he would follow along 
ahead or behind or beside at a safe distance. If he 
found one of his toys in the yard, he brought it and 
placed it right in the path of where I was going to 
mow. Annoying? YES! But I understood it was all a 
game to him. Life was all about fun and games and 
this was a way for him to interact with me. If the 
ball was in my way, I would have to pick it up and 
throw it or kick it, and he got to fetch it and put it in 
a new place in my path (sigh) a small price to pay, 
I guess, for such a good companion. 

If I ever cried out in frustration at a chore I was 
trying to do around the house or if I dropped and 
broke something, he was right there to see if he 
could help or at least comfort me. He followed me 
from room to room and would always lie down 
beside me, whether working on the computer, 
watching television, mowing the lawn, cleaning the 
house. Whatever it was, he was right there with me 
because he wanted to be. There’s something to be 
said for that! 

If I was sad about something, he always knew and 
would come to lean on me (his way of hugging). 
He snuffled in my ear to wake me up when he 
needed to go out in the morning and gave me a 
leaning hug when I got up to show his appreciation 
and just to say good morning! I got another hug in 
the evening when I came home from work. He was 
by far the smartest, sweetest, bravest, most loyal, 
funniest, loving dog I have ever known and he will 
be sorely missed. Thank you, Charley, for being 
such a good friend and roommate for all these 
years. 

And just in case you've never heard of an Irish 
Water Spaniel, below is some information for you. 
You can tell from my story that Charley indeed fits 
EXACTLY the AKC description of a true Irish 
Water Spaniel (even referenced by William 
Shakespeare -- and what better reference than 
that!): 

"The Irish Water Spaniel is the largest and one of 
the oldest of the spaniels. It is also one of the 
rarest. This is an active breed that is usually found 
in a real working retriever environment. They are 
intelligent, quick to learn, alert, and inquisitive. 
They sometimes display humorous antics while 
working, earning them their "clownish" reputation. 
Irish Water Spaniels, when looked after properly, 

make extremely loving and loyal pets. They require 
access to water to swim, their favorite pastime and 
an activity they specialize in. They also make good 
guard dogs and will protect their family at all costs. 
They are not, however, an aggressive dog, in fact 
quite the opposite." 

"Without a doubt, the Irish Water Spaniel is one of 
the best kept secrets in the dog world." 

William Shakespeare references the Water Spaniel 
in "Two Gentlemen of Verona" in the early 1590s: 
"She hath more qualities than a water spaniel, 
which is much in a bare Christian." Proving the 
wonderful and endearing qualities appreciated in 
these dogs through the ages. 

The AKC Irish Water Spaniel Breed Standard: 

..."smart, upstanding, strongly built..." 

"...a topknot of long loose curls, a body covered 
with a dense crisply curled liver colored coat, 
contrasted by a smooth face and a smooth 'rat' 
tail." 

"Great intelligence is combined with rugged 
endurance..." 

"...and a bold, dashing eagerness of 
temperament." 

A dog of very ancient lineage, the Irish Water 
spaniel can be traced back to the period, centuries 
ago, when the family of spaniels was divided into 
the land and the water varieties. The water 
spaniels included the now extinct Tweed Water 
Spaniel as well as both the English and the Irish 
varieties. 

Many have suggested that the Irish Water Spaniel 
came from a cross between the Poodle and 
another breed. However the only resemblances 
between these two breeds are a great nose, a 
desire to hunt game, and a coat that will cord if 
neglected or allowed to grow long. In yet another 
vein, one can look at photos of Afghan Hounds 
from 70 years ago and notice a striking similarity to 
the IWS: smooth face, topknot, all four legs well 
feathered with a smooth patch just above the foot, 
and the body coat shorter than the leg coat. Both 
may have shared a remotely, ancient common 
ancestor and gradually over the years, man has 
shaped the Irish Water Spaniel as we know it 
today. 
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If you own an IWS, here are 
some questions people 
frequently ask you. 

1. Is that a standard poodle? No 

2. Is that a Poodle mix/
Cockapoo/Chessie/Afghan/
Puli? No 

3. Is that its real hair? (Often 
followed by "I'd love to have 
hair like that.") Yes, it is real 
hair (untrimmed, their curly 
topknots turn into dread locks. 
Many IWS are named 
Marley!). By the way, it is hair, 
not fur. 

4. What is it? It's an Irish Water 
Spaniel. They're not very 
common. 

5. Do they shed? Do they need a lot of brushing? They shed little, and are good for most people with 
allergies. They need a good, thorough brushing about once a week. 

6. Do they like the water? They LOVE the water. It's their middle name. 

7. Do they like to fetch? Oh, my goodness, yes. 

8. Is the hair soft? Yes, but it varies. The proper coat has tight, "crisp" curls. 

9. Do you shave the face and tail to get it smooth like that? No, it's natural, though some dogs need a 
tiny bit of trimming. 

10. Do they need haircuts? About twice a year. 

Ode to an Irish Water Spaniel—continued 

# # # 
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By Hannah Loonsk   

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report 

Labor Day Dock Diving! 

With Dede Selph, Missy McMunn, Chris Bevillard 
and Marilyn Cantrell in attendance, there was a 
large IWS turnout at Chesapeake Dock Diving 
over Labor Day weekend. Missy’s Rugby took first 
place in Junior finals and Marilyn’s Mickey took 
second. For more information about this club and 
their future events, please visit their website at: 
http://www.chesapeakedockdogs.com/index.html. 

Morven Park Success for Marilyn and Mickey! 

Marilyn and Will Cantrell headed down the road to 
Morven Park for the National Capital Bearded 
Collie Club agility trial. CH Irish Mist’s Mickey 
McGuire, CGC RE NA NAJ (Mickey) got his final Q 
and a 2nd place for his Open JWW title and 
Ballyhoo’s Juicy Plum, CGC RE debuted in agility 
with a Q and 1st place in Novice Standard. 
Congratulations! 

Got News? 

Please send your news to hannahlo@comcast.net 
if you and your IWSs have done something fun or 
noteworthy recently in the Mid-Atlantic region. It 
can be absolutely anything IWS; show/match/trial 
results, stories, events, pictures, brags, etc.  

By Laurel Baglia 

Northeast Regional Report 

The Northeast IWSCA supported entry was held Friday, September 30, 2011at Sampson State Park in 
the town of Romulus, New York State. The weather was cold but the rain held off for our ring time. We 
had a wonderful entry of 19 with 1 absent. The evening after judging the IWS group assembled in Loop 
5 at the Turner’s motor home for the famous potluck. The event wouldn’t be so memorable without the 
hospitality of the Turners. Thank you very much.  

We crowned two champions 
throughout the cluster. Ch 
Chantico Light of Land and Sea 
(Sariyel) owned and bred by 
Mindy Garbarino & Kim Kezer 
and Ch Poole’s Ide First Night 
(Maura) owned by Greg Siner & 
Sam Jerico bred by Greg Siner 
and Deb Patterson. 
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Northeast  Regional Report—continued 

Plan on another supported entry next year at this same show. Results of the supported entry are 
below. Congratulations to everyone! 

Judge: Ms. J S Brewster (7d 5 pts) 

Puppy 6 - 9 Mos. 

1 Alto's Calling Dr Bombay, W Dickson 

Puppy 9 - 12 Mos. 

1 Nawedshoe Im Live Free Or Die, C Rathbun 

12 - 18 Mos. 

1 Whipcord Born To Fly, S O'Reilly 

2 Beaufield's Faolan Brady The Bard Of Armagh, E Schultz/S Schultz/T Foley 

Open 

1 Ildanoch Beckett's Dublin Brew JH, T CONNOR/R CONNER BW, W 

2 Mallyree Top O' The Mornin, M Hopkins/P Manus RW 

3 Castlehill's Cuardach The Right Stuff O'Crispin, V Magaraci/S Tapp 

Judge: Ms. J S Brewster (5b 3 pts) 

Bitches 

Bred By Exhibitor 

1 Chantico's Light Of Land And Sea, M Garbarino/K Kezer W 

2 Poole's Ide First Night, G Siner/S Jenio RW 

3 Luckpuddle's Weekend Warrior, C Wasson 

Open 

1 Ildanoch Anna Livia On Bloomsday, S SCHULTZ/E Schultz/B RAINBOLT/D Hughes 

2 Castlehill's Sterling Sofia RN, N Galdi-Weissman/S Tapp 

Best of Breed/Variety Competition 

CH Whistlestop's Riley On Fire , T Urban/B Urban BOB (5 pts) 

CH Mallyree Here Comes The Son RN, A Getchell/P Manus/P Getchell OS (5 pts) 

GCH CH Chantico's Spirit In The Surf RN JH, K Kezer/J Kezer/M Garbarino SEL (4 pts) 

Agility Qualifiers 

Nov B standard Cats Quintessence of Araglin NAJ 

Excellent B standard CH MACH2 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXF 

Perferred B jumpers CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart UD RE JH MXP8 MJP8 PAX3 XF 

Excellent B jumpers CH MACH2 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXF 

Obedience Qualifiers 

GCH CH Chantico's Spirit In The Surf RN JH, Irish Water Spaniel K Kezer/J Kezer/M Garbarino (HIT) 

CH Jaybren's Politically Correct BN RA, Irish Water Spaniel E Van Uden/J Brennan 

Rally Qualifiers 

Castlehill's Upon Fields of Gold, Irish Water Spaniel M Nielson/S Tapp 

 

http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR68701801&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR65846501&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR63623601&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR63283707&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR49736107&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR33087003&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR34013301&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SN85389518&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR34013301&defineditems=yes
http://www.akc.org/store/reports/index.cfm?dog_id=SR56654202&defineditems=yes
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Northeast  Regional Report—continued 

Brags from the Virginia Circuit 8/2011 

Friday in Virginia — Harley, Mallyree's Here 
comes the Son. Owners: Alice & Paul Getchell 
and Pam Manus, WD BOW BOB for a 5 point 
major over 4 specials to finish his championship 
under Mrs. Elizabeth Muthard. 

Saturday — Ava, Mallyree's Contessa at Poole's 
Ide. Owners: Emily Pikul & Greg Siner, WB BOW 
for a 5 point major to finish under Mrs. Patricia 
Trotter. 

Sunday in Virginia — Harley BOB and Ava BOS 
under Mr. Charles Olivis. 

From Natalie Weissman 

Since the AKC backdated the new 
Therapy Dog Title to January of 2000, I 
received a beautiful Patch and certificate 
for Therapy Work for my Irish Water 
Spaniels: 

Serenades Rascal Jake (350 hours) 
Ch. Castlehill's Opal Juliette (250 hours) 
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By Susan Sarracino-Deihl 

Midwest Regional Report 

IWS events continue to be slow in the Midwest. 
 
Field: 
But can a confirmed agility 
aficionado find satisfaction and 
excitement in the field? You 
betcha! Our “cover boy” this 
month is the lovely “Reed,” aka 
Taoide Magic on Scuppernong, 
WC. Pat Morton’s lovely 16 
month old Reed demonstrated 
IWS versatility by passing two -- 
yes two -- back to back WCs on 
September 10th and 11th at the 
Golden Retriever WC tests. You 
just have to love his enthusiasm! 
 
Conformation: 
In the show ring, we have a new 
CH, albeit he lives in Ohio. The 
weekend of September 24th and 

25th, Susan Anderson and Randy Byrd trekked to Indianapolis to show their two young boys Harp and 
Caege. Finishing his Championship just three days after his 2nd birthday was Ch Blackthorn Brewed 
with Tradition, owners Susan Anderson and Jim Rubin. Way to go!! In addition, Mitzi and Glenn Porter’s 
lovely young girl started her conformation career that weekend and shown by Nancy Martin to wins 
each day. We hope to see all these promising young IWS in the ring in the coming months. 
 
Kennel Club of Columbus, IN 
Sept. 24, 2011 -- J: Ms. Pluis Davern 
Sept. 25, 2011 – J:  Mr. Dana Cline 
9-12 mo Puppy Dog: 
1/RW Nawed Shoes National Treasure – o: Susan Anderson & Randal Byrd 
Open, Dogs 
1/W/OS Blackthorn Brewed With Tradition – o: Susan Anderson & James Rubin 
12-18 Mos Bitches 
1/W/BW/B D’locks Sassy Shannon O’Daly – o: Mitzi Porter and Glenn Porter 
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Northwest Regional Report 

By Colleen McDaniel 

Last week I got an email that was surprisingly sad 
for me to get. Christine sent out the email that 
ended this year’s weekly field training sessions. In 
past years when that email came out, I just 
thought “makes sense,” but I was not working with 
a young dog that was just starting to put things 
together. I am really going to miss the Monday 
afternoon/evening training sessions and look 
eagerly forward to next spring when they start up 
again. In the meantime, I am going to have to get 
creative in finding ways to keep the eagerness 
alive in both my puppy and in me. I must admit, 
training in rain and cold is not as much fun as 
basking in the warmth of the sun (yes, we did get 
some this year!). But, I am committed to this and 
may have to rearrange my work schedule so I can 
get out during daylight hours at least one day a 
week. The good news, I have a husband that also 
has a young dog that also is doing field work and 
that extra support we give each other makes this 
task ever so much more do-able! That and good 
rain gear! 

As the field training is winding down, so is the 
show season. I believe there are only three 
weekends left here for us in the NW. Most of the 
spring pups are now at least six months old and so 
we should see a stronger entry starting to happen. 
It could be very entertaining as all these 
youngsters start their show careers. I would like to 
remind everyone that there will be a supported 
entry in Puyallup in January. We are offering a 
puppy sweepstakes at the Saturday show and 
IWSCOPS will be paying the entry on all IWS pups 
entered. We hope to see as many of these 
promising pups as possible and hope anyone that 
has a youngster will join us. Some of our puppies 
are already out there. 

From Cathy Shelby: 

At the Wenatchee Kennel Club shows (Cashmere, 
WA) in September, they held a Sanctioned "B" 
match one evening. Six-month old Finnegan, 
Whistlestop's Finnegan's Wake Me When It's 
Over, took a Group 1 Puppy in a very large 
Sporting Group -- thanks to his breeders Colleen 
McDaniel, Stacy Duncan and Greg Siner and to 
co-owner Stacy, who showed him. 

From Marion McLeod: 

Take an 18 month old IWS to a dog show (where 
he has never been) and walk him around to see 
the other breeds. Then, put him up on a grooming 
table and pull on his hair continuously (for three 
days). Expect him to stack when he has never 
heard the word and doesn't have a clue about 
standing still. 

Next, walk off after handing him to some stranger 
who takes him into a ring and expects him to walk 
next to her around and around the ring. After a 
couple days of walking in circles, he has to do 
more circles in the afternoon too. Into the ring he 
goes again -- only this time he has to share it with 
28 top West Coast sporting dogs.  This time he 
has to wait and wait and wait which is a bit boring 
but it was nice to stand still for a while. 

Then, of all things, he has to go out into the middle 
of the big ring and stand some more. 

THAT'S TEMPERAMENT!! 

Cat's Danny O'Dowd "CROI" 
GROUP 4 
Boise, Idaho -- October 15

th
 

Judge: Arley Hussin 
Owned by: Eileen McDevitt and Larrey Anderson 
Bred by: Marion McLeod 
Sire CH Caar's Best Boy 
Dam CH Cat's American Beauty RA CGC 
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Northwest Regional Report—continued 

The IWS folks in the NW lost a good friend 
recently. Syl Caditz has been a vibrant part of the 
IWS community for a long time and he will be 
missed. Syl had a large impact on our breed. Many 
remember his dog, Mick (CH Lindholme’s Mr. 
Michael CD TD JH WC) winner of the 1992 
National Specialty. He was also BOS at the 1993 
and the 1997 National. And at the 1997 National, a 
dog bred by Syl and co-owned with Tim Ufkes, 
Sylmar’s Raindancer, went Winner’s Dog. That dog 
went on to become one of our top winning show 
dogs, Marley. Another of Syl’s dogs, CH Sylmar’s 
St. Paddy’s Pride owned by Michelle Cummings 
and Syl was one of our top winning bitches and 
won the National in 1998 and 1999. Not only did 
Syl produce some wonderful show dogs, he was 
also VERY committed to the working IWS. He was 
there to take part in field working days, tracking 
training sessions and many of our other 
gatherings.  

As I sat and listened to his family talk about him at 
his service, I realized his attraction to our breed. 
What they all were describing as they reminisced 
about Syl was a man with the same disposition and 
temperament as our wonderful dogs. He was very 
accomplished but he always did it his way. 

And shortly after we lost Syl, Marley (BIS CH 
Sylmar’s Raindancer) crossed over the Rainbow 
Bridge at the age of 15½. He had a very strong 
and lasting presence in the show ring and, 
although retired for many years, he is still talked 
about by many judges. We can hope that he is with 
Syl and once again able to romp with his 
remembered vitality.  

Recently there was a call put out for anyone to 
contact IWSCOPS if they had any suggestions for 
upcoming specialty judges for the local August 
specialties. The club would like to be supportive of 
judges that like our breed. It is not too late to offer 
any suggestions if you have one. Selection is 
based on suggestions, availability and cost. Each 
year we need two conformation judges, two 
obedience/rally judges and a sweepstakes judge. If 
you or someone you know would like the 
opportunity to judge sweepstakes, please let 
IWSCOPS know. The sweepstakes judge does not 
have to be an AKC judge. It could be a breeder, a 
person interested in judging IWS and looking for an 

opportunity to see and judge the breed or a long 
time fancier. We also need suggestions for a judge 
of the Bird Dog Match. Again, it only needs to be 
someone interested enough and with an 
understanding of our standard. The match can 
have everything from very young dogs to seasoned 
show dogs. It is a great opportunity to experience 
the pressure of sorting through many nice dogs. 

We are all waiting for the 2012 IWSCOPS calendar 
that will be out in the next month. It seems like 
each year it gets better. I have been told this year’s 
is really going to be special. The work that Colleen 
Morgan and Martha Jordan put into creating this 
collectable is always so appreciated. When I walk 
through the mall during the holidays and see the 
kiosk with all those dog calendars, I always think 
that we have the best calendar! And they could not 
do it without the whole IWS community submitting 
the marvelous pictures and showing support in 
purchasing the product. FLASH: I have had the 
chance to see the new calendar and it really is 
wonderful! 

Finally, IWSCOPS would like to invite anyone 
interested to attend two upcoming events. The first 
is the annual Christmas Party. This year it will be 
on December 3rd. For many, I think this is the 
favorite event of the year. It is a relaxed and fun 
filled event with lots of good food and a very fun 
gift exchange game. The other event is going to be 
held in conjunction with the supported dog show on 
January 14th. We will have a dinner get-together at 
one of our member’s home after the show. There 
will be flyers with information and directions at the 
shows. Please pick one up and join us. We would 
love to have you.  
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Southwest Regional Report 

By Liz Liddle  

Meet the Breeds – AKC Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day 

On September 18
th
 the Southern California gang 

put on their best at Arthur Johnson Park in 
Gardena, California. Sponsored by the South Bay 
Kennel Club, Michelle Cummings and Florence 
Blecher drummed up a nice group of Irishers and 
their owners and spent the day talking to visitors 
about the Irish Water Spaniels topping off the day 
with a Bar-B-Q in the park. 

Here’s the report from Florence: 

We had a VERY nice day. We had 3 pop ups set 
up, so there was plenty of room & shade for 
everyone. Michelle, Dorothy, Sally, Lois & I + Etta, 
River, Bonnie, Porter, Glory & Jezzy were the local 
contingent. Keith & Melissa Hocking with their 
W'stop pup Fiona came to visit with us as did new 
emigres Mark & Elina Ollila with their au pair Pia, 
children Terry, Vilma, Milo, baby daughter & IWS 
Catanka "Punchy." Jai Bailey, unfortunately 
without his wife Catherine, also came & visited. 
They're interested in a pup out of Jezebel. 

The event had obedience, 
flyball & agility & Sally, 
Lois & their girls 
participated in an 
obedience run thru. 

We had plenty of food 
thanks to everyone. As 
Tyler (Michelle Cummings’ 
other half) couldn't make 
it, we enlisted Mark to be 
our BBQ chef. He was a 
wonderful sport & gladly 
picked up the spatula & 
tongs. 

We were the last to leave 
the park. We just sat 
around catching up & 
having a really pleasant 
time together. 

Obedience:   

Beauty & Brains — CH Poole's Ide Bonnie Brook 
went Obedience HIT at the IWSCOPS Specialty in 
August, her 1st CD leg and only 2nd time in the 
ring.   

Agility:   

Curry, Chuckanut’s Cashew Curry CD NA OAJ, 
owned by Jenn Lego, finished his Open Title OA 
and has moved up to Exc A for Standard.   

Boomer, Whistlestop Buckaroo Boomer NA OF, 
got a “Q” and a first place in Novice JWW at the 
Irish Setter Club of America Agility Trials in Santa 
Rosa, CA. Boomer got a Q (and a 1st place) in 
Novice JWW On Friday, September 24

th
. 

New Champions: 

Saturday, October 8th at the Donner show, Tristan 
won WD, BOW, and BOB for his 15

th
 point! He is 

now CH Cat’s ‘N’ Cavan Tristan O’Tynan. Tristan 
is owned by Deborah and Tony Bilardi and Marian 
McLeod and out of CH Cat's Best Boy and CH 
Cats American Beauty. Bred by Marian McLeod. 

CH Coomara Gmadra Fliuch Siochain “Siochain,” 
owned by Robert Lacy and Paul Price, finished his 
Championship at the Mensona Kennel Club in 
September. Siochan is out of CH Tara's Teal Take 
Flight and CH Tara N Coomara's Chinook Wind. 
Bred by Paul Price. 
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IWSCA National Specialty 2012 

Week of May 7-12, 2012 

Purina Farms Event Center 

Gray Summit, Missouri 

There will be a full week of events with the National conformation show on Friday 

May 11th— 

 Outside Conformation Ring 

 State of the Art Agility equipment—Indoors 

 Obedience/Rally—Indoors 

 Dock Diving opportunities 

 Seminars, Clinics, Special Speakers 

 RV full hook-ups with service building. Onsite. (35+ for IWS only) 

 Awards Banquet. Auctions. Maybe a trunk swap meet for dogs 

The new facility at Purina is fantastic. Banquet and meetings rooms as well as on-site 

food vendors, dog bath facilities and office space—all available for clubs to use. More 

info. can be found at: http://www.purina.com/purina-farms/eventcenter.aspx 

Watch for more information and details as plans take shape. 

 Hotel, RV registration, meal plans, merchandise, logo, and more will all be 

announced in the coming months. 

We will be sharing the facility with the Miniature Australian Shepherd Club of 

America. This will help reduce the overall cost in facility rental. We are working 

closely with the Aussies to coordinate our schedules and events. 

Please take Special Note: This will be a Club-Wide Hosted Event. Due to the location 

and the fact that the Specialty Chair and most event chairs do not live in the 

immediate area, we will be calling on all of you as members of the IWSCA to help in 

some way. 

If I have not asked you to be involved yet, that just means I haven't gotten to that 

point yet. Beat me to it. Many already have. Reach out. Give me a shout and say “I want 

to do X Y Z.” There will plenty for everyone to do. 

A web site is in the planning stages. When it is ready to launch, we will let you know. In 

the meantime, start planning for the second week in May, 2012. See you in Missouri. 

For more info. and the Volunteer Hotline please contact: 

Greg Johnson 

2012 Specialty Chair 

2316 5th St NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418 

612-205-0075 (cell)  612-333-2919 x 100 (work)  bengarloc@aol.com 
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Submission Deadlines 

Issue Deadline 

July – August 2011 (Nationals Results) June 15, 2011 

September – October 2011 August 15, 2011 

November –December 2011 (Holiday Theme) October 15, 2011 

January – February 2012 December 15, 2011 

March – April 2012 (Nationals Information) February 15, 2012 

May – June 2012 April 17, 2012 

Advertising Reservation Form 
Advertising deadline for Jan-Feb. 2012 issue is Dec. 15, 2011 

Your Name:   

Address:   

Email Address:   

Dog’s Name:   

City:    State:   ZIP:   

Home Phone:   Work/Cell:   

 Placement Cost Club Member Non-Club Vendor 
 Front Cover Plus Half Page Inside Front Cover $100.00 N/A 
 Back Cover Plus Full Page Inside Back Cover $  50.00 $100.00 
 Centerfold 2 full pages (any photo 
combination) 

$  75.00 $125.00 

   
 Half Page Horizontal (1 photo) $  40.00 $  60.00 
 Quarter Page (1 photo) $  30.00 $  50.00 
 Quarter Page (no photo) $  15.00 $  25.00 
 Additional photo in full or half page $  10.00 $  10.00 
 Classified Ad (Business Card or three lines) $    5.00 $  10.00 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

All ads placed on right page in order received. 

Please use a separate order form for each ad even if they are in the same issue. Indicate 
if you want ads on facing pages, consecutive pages and in what order for multiple ads. 

Type or clearly print all advertising copy and instructions using upper and lower case as 
you want your copy to appear. Proofs will be sent to advertisers with email addresses. 
IWSCA is not responsible for errors when ad copy is handwritten. 

It is the advertiser’s responsibility to obtain permission to reprint photographs. 

Pedigrees must be typed. 

Label photos with your name and address and the dog’s name. Include any instruction for 
cropping. DO NOT USE A PEN. 

Mail/email this form to the Editor at the address on the inside front cover. You will receive 
an invoice for payment due in U.S. funds (payable to IWSCA) and mailed to the Treasurer. 

Please submit ads in .pdf, .doc, .jpg, .png or .tiff format. 

Photos at a minimum of 300 dpi, in .jpg or .tiff format preferred. 
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“Dede, what great pictures. Let’s get the back cover and share them.” 

“Sure, Harlan,” said Annette. “You also get to provide your composition for the inside of the back cover.” 

I have known enough Irishers that I can tell stories all day long.    —Harlan and Nona Noel 

 

BEWARE OF THE EGO TRIP 
 

Kelly – Sandy Ascot 

In the earlyish 90s a picture in a dog magazine led Nona and I to the International Kennel Club 
show in Chicago. We came back the three days, and while there were other nice Irishers there, notice 
the world nice, Kelly was the only one who snarled that of course this was the breed for us and that we 
were required to get a cousin. 

Tigh – Lisa Shaitberger 

Early on Tigh stood on my shoulders and invited me to Thanksgiving in Lincoln Park where he 
ruled a pack. He, later on, performed for me the greatest water entry I have ever seen in a hunt test. In 
addition, it was back lit by a green hill and a sunny sky. Still see it. 

Doogie and Molly – Susanne Hogan 

Doogie showed me the most amused face on any IWS I have seen. When he brought back a 
bird I had thrown, instead of going to Susanne (whistling and yelling), just because he wanted to see 
what I was doing. After I had been dumped into the Spring Northern Indiana COLD water doing things 
stupidly at a hunt test, Molly took me into her mother’s motor home and curled up next to me, 
preventing hypothermia. Doogster sniffed superiorly. 

Gracie – Ginny Spencer 

Gracie did the best retrieve I have ever seen. It was a cold and rainy day in Central Michigan 
fall. The rain fell so hard my rain gear pockets were filled with water. The fall of the bird was beyond the 
ability of Man nor Beast to see. Gracie disappeared into the rain, and quickly came back with the bird. 

 

We all have great dogs and I have enjoyed knowing all of you. 



IWSCA News Editor 
PO Box 21383 
Seattle, WA 98111 
 

 
 

Address label here 


