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MEMBERSHIP
Is open to all who are in good standing with the American
Kennel Club and subscribe to the purposes of the Irish
Water Spaniel Club of America. Please submit completed
application form to the Membership Chair with dues
payment for the current year.

Deadline for submission of material for the next
newsletter is February 15, 2012. Send submissions to
Annette Mora at iwscanewsletter@gmail.com
CLUB OBJECTIVES
(a)

To encourage members to perfect, by selective breeding,
physically and temperamentally sound Irish Water
Spaniels; to do all possible to promote their natural
abilities & qualities;

(b)

To encourage the organization of independent local IWS
clubs in the localities where there are sufficient IWS
fanciers to meet the requirements of the American
Kennel Club;

(c)

To urge members & breeders to accept the standard of
the breed as approved by AKC as the only standard of
excellence by which IWS shall be judged;

Dues: Checks payable to IWSCA (payable in U.S. funds)
Individual membership $25
Household membership $40
Overseas: Same as above but please include additional
$20 to cover international shipping surcharges
Send application with check, payable in U.S. funds, to:
Kim Kezer
86 High Street
Amesbury, MA 01913 USA

(d) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interest
in the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at
dog shows, field trials, obedience trials and tracking tests;
to do all possible to further the use of the Irish Water
Spaniel as a hunting dog;

(e) To conduct sanctioned matches, specialties, field and
obedience trials and tracking tests under the rules and
regulations of the American Kennel Club.

By Jack McDaniel

President’s Message
January-February 2012
invigorated Public Relations committee. Your
Second Vice President, Lois MacDonald has
organized this committee and the two AKC “Meet
the Breeds,” are a direct result of it. Marilyn
Cantrell and her team did a terrific job at the
Javits Center. AKC reports that over 40,000
people attended and the feedback has been very
positive. I was able to see firsthand the work that
Deborah Hughes did at the Eukanuba Classic
and it was exceptional. In both of these, without
the tremendous support of volunteers, we
wouldn’t have been able to make such a good
showing. We owe all of you a great big
THANKS!!!! You are what makes this club so
great.
As I write this, Christmas is just a few days away.
Being at the Eukanuba Classic last week and
now rushing to get ready for all the gatherings
with family and friends, I find myself also doing a
lot of reflecting on the many great members of
our club. As a parent club, we are responsible for
the present and future of the IWS. But have you
ever thought about the number of volunteers it
takes to accomplish this? We have twenty
committees and some of them have subcommittees. Our dogs are now qualified to gain
titles in nine different venues. It takes a lot of
work by a large group of dedicated members to
keep everything rolling. The members serving on
these committees are hard-working and
dedicated. In the coming months you will be
seeing several items that are being finalized by
these committee members.
The Code of Ethics committee and the By-Law
committee have been working together,
coordinating items and we will be seeing their
efforts soon. The Awards committee is working
on some major new awards to cover the
versatility of our breed and that will also be
presented soon. It takes a lot of time and effort
by a dedicated, workable group to get things
done, and they are showing us the fruits of their
labor. I encourage you to study the information
they present, carefully, and think things through
before making up your mind.
Another good example of committees stepping
up to the plate is the newly formed and
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I encourage all of you to offer your services to a
committee and find out just how difficult it can be
to please everyone. Sometimes it just isn’t
possible and you have to make compromises.
But there is also a feeling that is rewarding when
you know you have done your part to make the
club strong and successful.

And always, the bottom line is that all
decisions need to be made with the
better interest of the club at heart.
It was nice to see so many of our members
attend the Eukanuba Classic. It felt more like a
National Specialty. The IWSs looked great in all
of the competing venues and in the Meet the
Breed booth. I was impressed with the great
temperaments of the dogs. This was especially
noticeable in the booth. Deborah had stickers
made up that she gave to the kids for “getting
kissed” by an Irish Water Spaniel. And the dogs
did such a great job of giving out kisses and it
resulted in many children walking around with an
IWS sticker! What a great way to promote our
breed.
By the time you get this, the Holiday Season will
be over and we will all be in recovery mode so
that we can get ready for the National Specialty
in St. Louis in May. Time flies so be sure to put it
on your calendar and start planning.

By Cindy Rathbun

All I Had To Do Was Ask
CH OTCH Irish Mist Fistful O Dollars VCD2 UDX
OM1 VER RE MX MXJ NAP NJP ("Sully") earned
his OTCH on October 29, 2011 at the Dotcorny
obedience trial in Rochester, NY.
Sully was bred by Evie Van Uden. When the litter
was eight weeks old, Evie told me I could have
any male I wanted. I put three males on the floor
at a local training building, balled up a piece of
paper and threw it. Most times Sully retrieved the
paper ball and immediately brought it back to me.
Those times when one of the other males got to it
first, Sully bopped them on the head, stole the
paper ball, and brought it back to me. I said to
Evie "That's my kind of dog." It was love at first
sight. After I took Sully home, we went to Evie's
training building the next day and I asked Evie to
hold Sully while I ran out to the car. Sully
screamed his guts out. He was totally bonded to
me and we've had a wonderful journey these past
nine years.
Sully loves to work, is extremely biddable yet
spontaneous, and sometimes quite creative, which
is why it took longer to earn the OTCH. We could
have had the OTCH a year ago at the same
Dotcorny trial, but Sully decided he could fly. He
did a beautiful go out, went over the correct jump,
landed and then launched himself through the air
and bounced off me. That's 5 points - no first place
and no OTCH. Everyone applauded and laughed,
and since Sully is a ham and loves to please the
crowd, he continued that antic for a few more
trials. The previous year at Dotcorny, Sully had to
retrieve Glove 1. As Sully was approaching Glove
1, Evie was doing a right-hand turn with Blaze in
the rally ring. Sully stopped, looked at Blaze and

"said" to her "Don't I know you?" Needless to say,
that cost us points, but I would never trade these
memories for anything.
Sully's antics are not only confined to the
obedience ring. A few years ago, since we had a
bit of time before we had to be in the ring, I took
Sully for a walk in some reeds/long grass. Sully
came out of the reeds with a purple in-line skate.
He wouldn't drop it or give it to me and proceeded
to walk around the parking lot showing everyone
his treasure. A few months later, he did the same
thing, only this time he found a plastic purple
sword! Purple seems to be his color.
When we earned the OTCH, we did a victory lap,
and as with everything else, Sully did it with gusto.
He Water Spaniel leaped around the entire ring.
Somehow he knew he had just done something
great.
Sully was my first IWS and he is a dog of a
lifetime. Everything I have asked Sully to do, he
did: Obedience, Agility, Tracking, and Rally. Sully
did them all with gusto and good humor, unless I
made a mistake. Then Sully would grumble; but if
he made a mistake, Sully would look at me and
say "so what's the big deal, move on." We will
continue to trial at local shows because Sully is
fun to show, entertains the crowd, and we aren't
ready to retire - ALL I HAVE TO DO IS ASK.
A heart-felt thank you to Evie Van Uden for
breeding and giving me this great dog. And many,
many thanks to my IWS and OTCH friends who
offered their training tips, support and
encouragement along Sully's and my wonderful
journey.

New Membership Applications—continued
Heidi Gervais
4121 Telegraph Road
Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L4, Canada
206-450-1821
kulanareddogs@shaw.ca
Owns: Lucy, Sally, Linus
Sponsored by: Tim Ufkes & Jeremy Kezer

Ellen McDonald
100 Beekman Street, Apt 3K
New York, New York, 10038
917-882-3872
Elllenhillary44@gmail.com
Owns: Ballyhoo's Loyal Ard Ri
Sponsored by: Jeremy Kezer & Kim Kezer

Frank & Kathy Eisenhart
216 Norwood Road
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-626-1575
feisenthart@msn.com
Owns: Quiet Storm's Good Golly Miss Molly
Sponsored by: Dan Sayers & Dede Selph

Emily & Brett O'Donnell
9831 Walker
Lenexa, KS 66220
913-780-4777
emilydane@gmail.com
Owns: D'Locks Finbar Murphy O'Donnell
Sponsored by: Greg Johnson & Lynn Musgrave

January-February, 2012 ♦ 5 ♦ IWSCA

By Susan Anderson

Secretary’s Report
All approved Board Meeting Minutes are published in the file section of the Rattails Yahoo List. If
additional Club information or historical record is needed, this space will be used.

By Evie Van Uden

Delegate’s Report
The December Delegates meeting was held at
the Rosen Centre Hotel adjacent to the Orange
County Convention Center, where the Eukanuba
Dog Show is held. This was my first time to
Eukanuba and it was "spectacular". It is indeed
the show of shows to see. I would like to
congratulate all who were invited and our own
BOB winner Selchie owned by Jeremy and Kim
Kezer.
The Delegate Advocacy and Advancement
Committee meeting was lively with committed
delegates expressing their opinions. A report
was given on the Delegates Mentoring Program.
This program is designed to assist new
delegates by providing a mentor who will help
them with whatever help they may need. It has
been a huge success, the committee requested
any new additional ideas to assist new
delegates.
A survey of future meeting sites was discussed.
The current meetings are held in March and
September, in the New York City area. The
December meeting is held in conjunction with the
Eukanuba shows. The June meeting has been a
floating location, usually in the Southeast. Since
Raleigh is the AKC headquarters a lot of people
feel this should be a permanent site for the June
meetings. There would be a big cost savings to
do this because everything is already in place.
This is not a new topic and any changes that are
made will take time.
The Parent Club Committee meeting had a full
agenda. The Dock and Crop issue was
discussed briefly. The Breeder of Merit program
has been very successful and I would encourage
any breeders who are eligible to join. There are
many benefits including recognition and free
advertisement. There is a Parent Club of
Excellence Project being discussed and would
give parent clubs an opportunity to be
January-February, 2012 ♦ 6 ♦ IWSCA

recognized for all that they do. It is based on a
point system. The points would be given for club
involvement in various activities, which would
include % of Breeders of Merit, Judges
Education, Juniors program, Seminars, Meet the
Breeds, and Educational information provided to
AKC upon registration of puppies. This criteria
must be maintained for a period of five years. I
feel we are more than qualified and once
implemented, would like to see us apply.
There was an update on Meet the Breeds in NY
City and Florida. There were over 40,000 people
who attended the NY Meet the Breeds. Many
thanks to all of you who helped make that a huge
success. The CGC is now a recognized award
and there is talk of possibly adding a next level of
the award. This is a valuable title because it
demonstrates good temperament and the
usefulness of our dogs.
Something that will impact our Specialties is the
proposed 3 point Major Reserve. If the number of
dogs entered is twice the number required for a
five point major it would allow a 3 point major to
dogs who take reserve. Most people like the idea
and for a small breed club like ours, gives
exhibitors an opportunity to gain points otherwise
not available.
One of the discussions that I know we have been
dealing with is "when" can catalogs be sold at
Specialties. The answer is really simple, with the
first event. This is providing the Superintendent
has one secretary for all events. This means the
Club can designate a "Secretary" to be named in
all premium lists.
On the day of Delegate meeting a forum before
the meeting was a Question and Answer for
Board of Director candidates moderated by
James Crowley. It gives delegates an opportunity
to get a better understanding of candidates and

Delegate’s Report—continued
what direction they would like to see the AKC
take.
When the meeting was called to order Delegates
that have been seated since the last meeting
were introduced to the body. The report of the
Chief Financial Officer was given. He was
optimistic about the direction AKC is going and
showed two videos that Willie Nelson has done to
promote buying a dog that is AKC registered and
AKC's health and genetics concerns. It was well
done and Willy is a well know face who should
have an impact on the public awareness of the
"good" AKC does.
The Therapy Dog Program was recognized, and
has been well received. In the performance arena
there are now two new Agility titles. AKC is doing
what they can to recognize as many aspects of
dogs involvement in the sport of dogs and of
course we all know it has to do with the bottom
line.

The moratorium to put a freeze on new clubs has
been lifted so they can now move forward with
their recognition and show plans. This is a good
indication things are looking up.
The vote to amend Chapter 7 Section1 was
defeated. This would allow a person who is
connected with dog food, dog remedy, or kennel
supply company to become an AKC judge.
There were a number of delegates who spoke
about various concerns that they wanted the
Board of Directors to address. This gives
delegates an opportunity to make their voices
heard.
Our next meeting will be in March in New Jersey.
I will post the agenda when I get it.
Your comments are always welcome.
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By Sharon Moreland

2010 IWSCA Health Survey—Cancer in the IWS
First Look
The first health survey series article printed in the
Sept-Oct 2011 Rat Tails reported that the cancer
rate of North American IWS (NA) was 36% and
the cause of death from cancer (Nov-Dec 2011
Rat Tails) in North American IWS was about
47%.
A previous small study by the IWSCA Breeders
Education committee with assistance from the
Health and Genetics committee (http://
webzoom.freewebs.com/iwsca/PDFs/
Lifespan_Study.pdf) also denoted a death rate
from cancer at 46% which is very close to the
cancer death rate determined from the 2010
health survey.
The rate of death from cancer is 43% in the
United Kingdom IWS (UK) population based on
data from the 2011 health survey. However, a

survey conducted by the British Veterinary
Association found the rate of deaths due to
cancer in the UK IWS population to be at 55%
(http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/download/1576/
hsirishwaterspaniel.pdf). It is not clear why there
is such a difference between the two surveys
since the numbers for each are not very different;
the BVA study had causes of death for 95 dogs,
and ours had 125 dogs.
We did not have sufficient numbers to analyze
cancer death rates in other geographic areas, but
there is no reason to believe that these high
rates do not occur in all geographic areas.
Because of these seemingly high cancer death
rates, the continuum of this report will attempt to
address several questions that breeders and
owners might have regarding cancer in the IWS.

How does IWS cancer rate compare with other breeds?
How do different breeds cancer death rates compare to the IWS cancer death rate of 47%? A recent
report (Fleming et al.) on the cause and age of death in dogs compiled data from more than 74,000
dogs. This study shown that cancer is the major cause of death in most breeds. Rare breeds were not
represented which included the Irish Water Spaniel. Table 1 depicts the cancer death rates from
several breeds from the sporting group.
Table 1
Golden Retriever

49.9%

Chesapeake Bay Retriever

28.5%

Irish Setter

40.8%

German Shorthaired Pointer

27.0%

Vizsla

36.4%

Brittany

26.5%

Labrador Retriever

34.0%

English Cocker Spaniel

24.8%

English Springer Spaniel

29.7%

American Cocker Spaniel

20.0%

Comparing the IWS cancer death rate (47%) to the sporting breeds represented in Table 1, the breed
with the most similar cancer death rate is the Golden Retriever at 49.9%. The breed with the highest
cancer death rate was the Bernese Mountain dog at 54.6% and the lowest rate was the Miniature
Pinscher at 3.6%. Therefore, it appears that IWS has one of the highest rates of death by cancer of all
breeds.
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Cancer in the IWS—continued
Is there more cancer today than in the past in the IWS?
There is some thought among our breeders and owners that cancer is more prevalent now than it once
was in the past. We have used our survey data to clarify this issue.
The 2010 survey requested the year of death which ranged from 1985 to 2009. These twenty years
were broken down in five year increments to determine if there are differences in the cancer death
rates from now (2009) to the past (1985). Table 2 shows the cancer death rates of these five year
breakdowns. The numbers for North America (NA=229) and for the United Kingdom (UN=125) were
sufficiently large to produce valid percentages. The number for Europe (Eu=38) was very small, so the
percentages are probably not significant. It appears that the rate of cancer we now see is not a new
phenomenon.
Table 2

1985-1989

1990-1994

1995-1999

2000-2004

2005-2009

Overall

N. Am

47%

46%

55%

47%

43%

47%

UK

32%

46%

60%

56%

n/a

43%

Eu

80%

20%

18%

67%

n/a

40%

Do males or females have more cancer?
For a prospective IWS owner, the life span and
health of a dog they might buy is likely to be of
concern. In the previous article on Age and
Causes of Death (Nov-Dec, 2011 Rat Tails)
females appear to have a slightly longer life
average life span than males. Therefore, do
female IWS have a lower cancer death rate than
male IWS?
In humans, females have a lower overall rate of
cancer than males. Data on gender differences
of cancer rates in dogs is not widely available.
Golden Retrievers are reported to have a lower
rate of cancer in females at 58% and 66% for
males (The Golden Retriever Club of America
National Health Survey, 1998-1999). It was not
reported if this difference is statistically
significant. The Vizslas health survey showed a
slightly higher incidence of cancer in females,
24% vs. 21% for males (Vizsla Club of America
Table 3

Welfare Foundation, 2008 Health Survey).
However, this difference was not statistically
significant. Some types of cancer are known to
be more prevalent in one gender of dog than the
other: osteosarcoma in males, bladder cancer in
females, and nasal cancers in males.
Table 3 illustrates the rates of cancer deaths for
both sexes from the 2010 survey. The number of
reported deaths from European countries other
than the United Kingdom was small and the
numbers from other areas was very small.
Therefore, data from North America and the
United Kingdom dominated the analysis for all
dogs. Data from all geographic areas was
combined and the death rate from cancer was
46.1% for females and 45% for males. When
these numbers were statistically tested, the
difference was not significant. Therefore, there
seems to be no difference in the IWS cancer
rates between males and females.

Cancer Death Rate in Females

Cancer Death Rate in Males

NA

48.7%

45.5%

UK

39.7%

46.8%

Eu7=

36.0%

40.0%

Other

87.5%

0%

ALL (no significant difference)

46.1%

45.0%
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2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Cancer in the IWS—continued
What types of cancer afflict IWS?
Cancer is characterized by unregulated cell
growth of different tissue types. For example,
carcinomas are epithelial in origin. Sarcomas
originate from connective tissue and/or soft
tissue. Lymphomas are tumor arising from the
lymph tissue and can be found in many different
organs. Melanomas originate from melanocytes
which are pigment cells of the skin. Mast cell
tumors originate from mast cells which are
immune cells involved with fighting parasitic
infections and they reside in the skin.
While virtually all cancers have a genetic
component, many also have an environmental
trigger; each type of cancer has a different
pattern of genetic and environmental causation.
Therefore, to understand how to reduce the
genetic risk of cancer and to avoid the
environmental triggers of the diseases, we need
to know what types of cancer are prevalent in
IWS.
For the more popular breeds, statistics on cancer
types are compiled by veterinary teaching
hospitals. Clearly, that is not available for IWS,
due to low population numbers which results in
few IWS being treated at such hospitals. Survey
statistics on cancer types are less reliable since
many cancers are 1) not biopsied; 2) veterinarian
may not tell the client the cancer type; 3) the
client may not remember the type.
Of 830 cancers reported, only 153 were reported
as biopsied, and of those only 111 cancer types
were reported. Those cancer types that were
reported are shown in Table 4. There were not a
sufficient number of biopsies for the different
geographic areas to analyze our results by
geography. Therefore, Table 4 includes all
geographic areas.
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It is known that in Golden Retrievers that the
same kinds of cancers exist on both sides of the
Atlantic, but not at the same rates. While it would
be useful to have such information about IWS,
the current survey does not give us any insight
into this issue.
Also, it should be remembered that the incidence
of hemangiosarcoma is often greatly under
reported, since many dogs die of it very suddenly
and the death is attributed to stroke. Mast cells
were the most reported biopsied cancer and this
may also be skewed, because the tumor is found
on the skin and it is therefore very easy to have a
biopsy preformed.
Is cancer limiting the IWS life span?
At first thought many of us would say that it must
shorten our dogs’ life spans, but is that so? If not,
we need to look further into the causes that limit
the life span of IWS.
If cancer deaths occur in younger dogs, then
these rates will have a significant effect on the
breed’s average life span. However, if cancer
related deaths occurs only in older dogs, the
average life span may not be affected at all. We
have looked at this question three ways. All of
these methods assume that cancer is evenly
spread in our dogs and not more dominant in
certain lines.
To do these analyses, we combined all the data
of deceased dogs because 1) we assume cancer
operates the same in all geographic areas; and
2) the larger group produces better statistical
results.
Table 4
Mast Cell
Lymphoma
Squamous cell carcinoma
Osteosarcoma
Hemangiosarcoma
Melanoma
Soft Tissue Carcinoma
Adenocarcinoma
Firbrosarcoma
Other (1 each of seven types)

39
27
11
8
7
5
3
2
2
7

2010 IWSCA Health Survey — Cancer in the IWS—continued
Figure 1 All Areas Combined, Cancer Deaths vs All Other Deaths

Figure 1 depicts the cancer deaths and deaths from all other causes at each age (all geographic areas
combined). In the younger years (less than 4 years old), cancer is not the most prevalent cause of
death. Cancer begins to become a dominant cause of death at the age of 4 years and steadily
increases until after 11 years of age in which other causes again predominate.
Since cancer does not predominate as a cause
of death in young dogs (less than 4 years old), it
is not immediately obvious if cancer deaths
shorten the average life span. To further
understand this question, two approaches were
used.
First we did a statistical test to see if the
distributions of deaths in Figure 1 were
statistically different. The distribution for cancer
deaths appears “narrower” than for all other
deaths, i.e. it is less in both younger and older
dogs, but more in middle age. A chi-square test
showed this difference was significant, and the
distributions are truly different. However, even if
they are different, they might still have the same
mean, the same average life span.
We then calculated the average life span of dogs
that died of cancer and that of dogs that died
from all other causes. Dogs that died of cancer

had an average life span of 9.5 years. Noncancer deaths averaged 9.35 years. We used a ttest to see if those averages were significantly
different. The result showed that those average
ages at death were not significantly different;
therefore, cancer does not appear to be limiting
the life span of our dogs.
Again, we emphasize that this result holds only if
the distribution of cancer is not in clusters. If
cancer is widely distributed, reducing the genetic
components of cancer would be very difficult. If it
is clustered in some lines but rarer in other lines,
it would be easier to reduce the cancer rate.
Further study of this question seems warranted.
Fleming, J.M. 2011. Mortality in North American Dogs from
1984-2004. J Vet Intern Med 25, 187-198

By Sharon Moreland for the Health and Genetics
Committee, Laurel Baglia, Chair
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By Lynn Musgrave

The IWSCA Breeders Education Committee
Who (and Why) Are We?
One Member's Perspective
As another calendar year draws to a close, the
membership of the IWSCA Breeders Education
Committee has been reviewing where we were,
how far we've come, and what is ahead for us.
Based on conversations with members of the
Committee as well as other IWSCA members of
late, it seems that a brief bit of history may be in
order.
Some of us have been IWSCA Breeders for 25
years or more. When I joined the IWSCA in 1985,
the club had a "Breeders Directory." That list (of
members with brood bitches, puppies, and stud
dogs) paid an "advertising fee" to be listed
annually in the IWSCA Membership Directory and
to have our Secretary forward referrals. While
those "fees" are now known as dues, everything
else has evolved dramatically over the last
quarter century. Every single criterion today was
non-existent then. Breeders were not required to
take puppies back or assume any responsibility
for them. Dysplastic and seizing dogs could be-and were--bred. Hips and the occasional thyroid
and eye exams were the only health screening
done--though not required. And it was
commonplace to learn that stud dogs and brood
bitches consistently produced serious hereditary
issues long after they had been bred and puppies
placed.
After a flurry of rescues and rehomes of dogs
produced by breeders refusing to assume
responsibility for them, Susan Tapp, past-IWSCA
President and AKC Delegate, with the support of
the IWSCA Board at the time, created the
Breeders Committee in '99/'00. The Breeders
Committee Yahoo group was created by Susan in
December, 2003. We've come a long way--we
started with requiring breeders to take
responsibility for the dogs they produce and
moved some years later, with many
disagreements and much soul searching, to
require fair or better hips in all breeding stock
used by members of the Committee. We've gone
through many other discussions as well--from
how we handle accidental breedings to how
many years' experience in the breed, titles
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earned, specialties attended, etc., qualify an
individual to have a voice in preserving our breed
for a healthy and vital future. Rarely has there
been unanimous agreement on any issue; but
impressively, in my opinion, whether voting in the
affirmative or negative, members of this
Committee have chosen--nearly without
exception--to adhere to and, in fact, publicly
support the policies adopted by the majority.
We went through a name change (adding the
word "Education") and developed a "two tier"
membership in 2009 after the meeting in Seattle,
Washington. At that point, with current Chair
Mindy Garbarino's leadership, we moved to polls
or hard copy voting on all issues so as to include
our entire number. We have five polls open
regarding some changes in membership criteria
for 2012--including dropping both dues
requirements and the two tier membership, as in
spite of our inclusive policy, perceived
"exclusivity" persists among those choosing not
to belong to this Committee. That will likely delay
our renewals for 2012; but again, in my humble
opinion, the discussion and ultimate results
regarding these revisions will serve to clarify and
support the "mission" of this extraordinarily
productive Committee.
In closing, I hope all of you take a moment to
reflect and appreciate just how far the breed has
come in the last 30 years in the US. Rampant hip
dysplasia has fallen to place the IWS within the
mean for all AKC breeds. 75% of all US IWS
breeding stock is CHIC. Temperaments have
improved enormously. IWS in need of rescue are
rare. Every single improvement is directly related
to decisions made by the group of breeders who
eventually became this Committee. Our work is
not complete. Now that examining elbows is
routine, we are faced with the daunting reality
that we have a rate of elbow dysplasia (14%)
placing us in the bottom (worst) ten percent of the
Sporting Group. This Committee, with the support
of Health and Genetics, flew Fran Smith DVM
and OFA President out to the 2011 specialty to
speak to the entire IWSCA membership for just

The IWSCA Breeders Education Committee
Who (and Why) Are We?—continued
that reason. We have yet to see an open health
database realized. We are only just beginning to
routinely examine shoulders and hearts. And of
concern to all who cherish our breed, we are
pondering how to address the possibility of
foreign outcrosses entering our gene pool.
I am proud to be a member of one of the most
vital committees within the IWSCA. Collectively,

communally, we have agreed to make the hard
choices, share our disappointments along with
our successes, and assume an essential
leadership position with the sole goal of
preserving the health, type, and temperament of
our cherished breed. Thank you, Susan Tapp, for
taking that first step.
Lynn Musgrave / D'Locks IWS
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By Grattan Foy

Southeast Regional Report
Greetings from the Carolinas. We had a great
showing down at The Eukanuba National
Championship in conformation and agility. Eight
Irishers strutted their stuff around the ring on
Saturday under Judge Beth Sweigart. They
included Selchie, Donovan, Ava, Sonny, Luna,
Harley, Trinity and Donovan. Special thanks to
Deborah Hughes, Helen Howard, Lisa Shaw and
the Turners for doing an outstanding job at meet
the breed. Results for the three days were as
follows:
Thursday
BOB CH Cat's Curtain Call (Donovan)
BOS GCH Chantico's Spirit in the Surf JH CD RN
WC (Selchie)
Select GCH D'locks Look to Windward (Dublin)
Friday

Saturday
BOB GCH Chantico's Spirit in the Surf JH CD RN
WC (Selchie)
BOS CH Cat's Curtain Call (Donovan)
1ST AOM CH Mallyree's Contessa at Pooled Ide
(Ava)
2nd AOM Nawedshoe Dawns Early Lite O
Freedom (Sonny)
In agility we had qualifications for Clark aka Mach
3 CH Cuardach Blaze the Trail CD JH RA MF
(142 points) and Sarah Jean aka Mach Poole's
Ide Skyrish D'locks CD RA.
Extra Extra. We will be having our supported
entry at the Greenville, SC shows in midFebruary. Last year we had four point majors all
days, three new champions, three group
placements, a leg in obedience as well as rally.

BOB GCH D'locks Look to Windward (Dublin)
BOS GCH Chantico's Spirit in the Surf JH CD RN
WC (Selchie)
Select CH Cat's Curtain Call (Donovan)
Select GCH D'locks Lunar Eclipse OAP OJP OAJ
NA NF (Luna)
WB D'locks Causin a Commotion N Midwood
(Tosh)

By Hannah Loonsk

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report
The Further Adventures of Mickey and Shayla!
Shayla started off strong this month with a 2nd place in Novice Standard for her third leg and title. She
moved up to Open Standard and qualified with a 3rd place her first time out. She also picked up her
2nd leg in Novice JWW with a 2nd place and then a 3rd leg and title with a 3rd place. She is now
Ballyhoo’s Juicy Plum CGC RE NA NAJ. What a fantastic career so far for the re-homed Ballyhooligan
whom Marilyn took in a couple of years ago with zero training!

January-February, 2012 ♦ 16 ♦ IWSCA

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report—continued
Mickey also had a great weekend, picking up a 1st place in Open
Standard to complete his title and move up to Excellent. He is now CH
Irish Mist’s Mickey McGuire CGC RE OA OAJ. Marilyn reports that she
continues to be humbled by how much she needs to learn to be the
best handler possible for these talented IWS. After one run, several
friends said “looks like Mickey just wanted to do his own course!”
However, according to Marilyn, it wasn’t so. Mickey was covering up
for her when she forgot the course. What loyalty!
IWSCA Supported Entry at Maryland Sporting Dog for 2012
Mark your calendars and remember to plan on attending this great
event on March 2-4, 2012!
Stephanie O’Reilly’s Clark Earns A Mach3!
Clark earned his MACH3 this month, making him the first IWS to have
achieved this level of agility title. Additionally, he earned it only seven
months after earning his MACH2! He ran great all weekend, earning
two double Q's and enough points to finish his MACH3. He is now CH
MACH3 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXF. Clark is pictured
with his MACH3 ribbon and bar.
Glider also earned a title this month, earning her MX (Master Agility). Stephanie says she is super fun
because she is so fast and that she is learning a lot every time she runs her. She is now Cuardach
Makes My Heart Soar RN MX MXJ MXF.
IWS and Volunteers Represent the Breed at the AKC Meet the Breeds
The IWSCA booth for the AKC’s Meet the Breeds event in New York City was a huge success. The
event was held at Javits Center on Nov 19-20, 2011. The breed was represented by five to six IWS and
seven to eight volunteers per day. It was wonderful to have several local pet folks and their IWS
present, as visitors could especially relate to the experience of owning pet IWS. The event was bustling,
with some 20,000 visitors each day. To our booth participants - Ellen, Tara, Lindy, Jane and Rick,
Chuck and Nancy, Jean, Jack and Carole, Peggy and Scott, and Jim - thank you! We aim to double our
number of volunteers next year. You can see more photos of the lovely exhibit on the Rattails and IWS
yahoo groups.
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Mid-Atlantic Regional Report—continued
A New Champion in our Midst!

Got News?

Dianne Kerwin’s Zoe (CH Jaybrens Pacific Lucky
Lady) finished her championship at the
Hightstown shows in October. She was bred by
Colleen McDaniel and Jim Brennan & Paul Price.
Congratulations Zoe! On to Agility and Rally.

If you and your IWSs have down something fun or
noteworthy recently in the Mid-Atlantic region,
please send your news to
hannahlo@comcast.net. It can be absolutely
anything IWS: show/match/trial results, stories,
events, pictures, brags, etc.
Thanks!

By Laurel Baglia

Northeast Regional Report
From Natalie Weissman
Today at the Good Dog U CDSP Obedience Trial in White
Plains, New York 11/27/11, CH Castlehill's Knight Sir Jared
completed the requirements for his Utility Dog Excellent C Tile
with legs of 197 and 195.5 - both first place finishes. He also
picked up 14 more OTCH points. He has a grand day being
cheered on by his fans.
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By Colleen McDaniel

Northwest Regional Report
Things are pretty quiet here in the NW at this
time. Show season has wrapped up. It was nice
to end the season with two of our NW dogs
getting Best in Shows. Greg Siner took Riley, the
Urban’s princess, to a Best on the East Coast
followed by Stacy taking Riley’s sister, Annah, to
her first Best here in Washington the following
weekend. And two more of their littermates
finished up their show season in their country
with Group Ones, Merlin in England and Claire in
Sweden. Well done to all the dogs and their
owners and handlers.
Hunt test are over but we still are getting some of
those hunting stories. I think the one that has
stuck with me (pun intended) is Ms. Tooey
finding herself engaged (or would that be
enraged) with a porcupine. Those types of
stories do not ever end well for the dog. But,
Patrice and Russ dealt with the de-quilling and all
is well that ends well—that is until the next time.
Obedience and Rally also have ended for this
year but I know there is much excitement about
the upcoming January shows as competitors get
ready. Martha and Gromit will be demonstrating
their talents once again in the new Team Work.
And Laura and Journey are looking for that third
leg in Open. And I believe everyone would be
cheering Walter and Danny on in their pursuit of
Utility legs.
This year’s IWSCOPS Christmas party is also
history. Once again, the camaraderie and food
made for a very special night. And it never
ceases to amaze me the wonderful gifts that
show up in the gift exchange game. Once again
Brad had some of his always unique and hand
crafted gifts under the tree. This year it was IWS
dogs felted into wonderful replicas of the dogs
we adore. And there was that amazing lamp with
the two IWS on the base. There was IWS jewelry
and art work. And of course there were the
seemingly traditional stealing wars over various
dog beds and mats and dog toys. Good things to
eat and drink. It was all there. And to top the
evening off, Colleen Morgan arrived with this
year’s IWS calendar to be handed out to all that
purchased one. They are fantastic. I have been
told she still has some left to be purchased.

But the end of the year also has some sadness.
Marian McLeod lost her beloved Blackie this past
week. It is never easy to say good bye to a friend
that has been with you for so many years
through all your travels and journeys. We all
need to believe in the Rainbow Bridge and that
one day we will once again see those beloved
dogs that have gone before us. And until then,
may the good memories help fill those lonely
holes that are left behind in our hearts and lives.
Looking forward to the New Year and the new
adventures with our current dogs or the promise
of all the pups that will come into our lives:
January: Puyallup and Portland dog shows with a
sweepstakes for the emerging youngsters at
Puyallup.
February: Time for all to watch Westminster and
cheer our breed on!
March: The Crufts trip for many, the Seattle Dog
show for those that are not going. The annual
party associated with the Saint Patrick’s Day
parade and the Annual Meeting and Awards
Banquet.
April: The beginning of the weekly field training
days that will prepare all that partake for the
upcoming Retriever Hunt Tests, Upland Hunt
Tests and the WC/WCX tests.
May: The first local Hunt Tests begin. The
National Specialty in the St. Louis area.
June: A Ladies Handling Seminar hosted by
Whistling Wings.
July: Shows, Hunt Tests and hopefully sunny
weather!
August: Three weekends of local shows and our
regional specialty.
September and October: The beginning of
hunting season.
November: The last local show, Whidbey Island.
And time for all to give thanks for all the dogs
and people that enrich our lives.
December: The best Christmas Party! The
arrival of the 2013 IWS Calendars.
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Northwest Regional Report—continued
So, as the year goes, please make sure you share your adventures with all your IWS so that we have
material for this column. I know there will be show brags, obedience and rally accomplishments and
hopefully lots of news from the field venues. And I also believe that Marian McLeod (and maybe others)
have some real Dock Dog success stories to share. Tracking? Agility? Or maybe just an amusing story
that others would love to hear and often can relate to.
Wishing you all a successful, enriched and very Happy New Year!

By Liz Liddle

Southwest Regional Report
Happy New Year Irish Water Spaniel Friends and
greetings from the Southwest. As this year comes
to a close, I think of our Irish Water Spaniel family
and friends who have given much to the lives of
their curly loved ones and have shared their
successes with other club members through our
newsletters. There's nothing more gratifying than
becoming a team with your dog, eye to eye and
step in step, in whatever venue that suits your
fancy. It's a beautiful thing to watch—a great
team working together. Thank you for sharing and
cheers for a great 2012!
I'd like to thank Cathy Shelby (Cats Eye Glass
Art) for designing a new line of collectable
trophies for our supported entries with her fused
glass artwork. Cat donates and incredible amount
of her own time and talent to put these trophies
together upon request. Our trophies for our
supported entry at Del Valle were absolutely
gorgeous. Even the judge was so stunned with
them, asking lots of questions about Cat's artwork
that we started a little late.
Thank you, Cat, for putting together the beautiful
design for this year’s event!
And...Thanks to Deborah Bilardi for summing up
the Del Valle event!
From Deborah Bilardi:
The Harvest Moon Classic Cluster, Oct. 20-24,
was a small intimate affair this year, but it was full
of excitement. We had a new champion crowned,
CH Poole’s Ide At Last, Etta. She is owned by
Dorothy Line and Greg Siner and was bred by
Tim Ufkes, Greg Siner, Heidi Gervais and Monica
Mays.
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We also had a new grand champion crowned,
GCH Whistle Stop's Wind on the Water, Bella.
She is owned by Michelle Cummings and was
bred by Colleen McDaniel and Stacy Duncan.
Sally Lewis and Lois MacDonald’s CH Poole’s Ide
Bonnie Brook, Bonnie, had a great weekend, too.
She went from the whelping box to a Group 3 on
Thursday and a Group 4 on Friday. Her puppy,
Porter, is not yet old enough to show in the big
ring, but she made her début in Best Beginner
Puppy in Show Competition for 4-6 month old
pups. I understand she had a blast out there on
center stage.
Sharon Moreland’s puppy Beaufield Glad Rags,
Glad, made her show ring début and she seemed
right at home out there strutting her stuff. She is
co-owned with Bridget Kvarnlov and was bred by
Bridget Kvarnlov and Jen Beck. Sharon also
provided us all with an amazing lunch. We were
all stuffed to the gills on Sunday, thank you
Sharon!
Heidi Gervais joined us with puppies Kulana It’s
Raining Again, BOW both days shown, and
Kulana Crime Of The Century, reserve both days
shown. They are owned and bred by Heidi
Gervais & Tim Ufkes. She also showed the BOB
dog for the supported entry day CH Stangate
Slippery When Wet. "Charlie Brown" is owned
Tim Ufkes & Heidi Gervais & Denise Locke and
bred by Mrs. Judith L. Carruthers.
In the performance arena there was a new Rally
Novice title earned by CH D'Locks Kingsfoil Niall
O'Kerry RN, Niall. He is owned by Elizabeth
Liddle and Lynn Musgrave and was bred by
Sharon Moreland and Lynn Musgrave.

Southwest Regional Report—continued

Bonnie and Lois also qualified in the Novice A
obedience ring for Bonnie's second leg on her CD
on the supported entry day.
And my own little brag, my puppy CH Cat’s ‘N’
Cavan Tristan O’Tynan, Tristan, was a move up
in the BOB class. I do love not being the first IWS
in the ring. LOL
All in all it was a good time for everyone! See you
there next year!
There was small gathering in Vallejo, CA. Robert
Lacy, Leigh Layman, Sharon and Dan Moreland,
and Deborah Bilardi all took a chance on the
weather to enter outdoor shows Dec. 3 & 4. The
wet weather held off and both days were sunny
and comfortable. There was even a surprise visit
by Michelle Cummings and Tyler, who were
dropping off CH Whistle Stop’s Wind On The
Water, Bella, with her handler.
The results were:
Sat. Dec. 3 Santa Cruz Kennel Club, the judge
was Mr. Norman L. Patton - BOB CH Cat’s ‘N’
Cavan Tristan O’Tynan, Tristan, BOS/WB
Beaufield Glad Rags, Glad, and RWB Cat’s
County Kerry
Sun. Dec. 4 Kennel Club of Salinas, the judge
was Mr. Laurence J. Libeu - BOB CH Cat’s ‘N’
Cavan Tristan O’Tynan, Tristan, BOS/WB
Beaufield Glad Rags, Glad, and RWB Cat’s
County Kerry.
Our next show is the Golden Gate Kennel Club
show at the end of January. We hope we have
lots of visitors Jan 28 and 29!
From Lois MacDonald:
BIS BISS CH Poole's Ide Bonnie Brook CGC CD!
On October 30th, Lois MacDonald jumped for joy
on the completion of Bonnie's final leg for her CD.
"Today Bonnie completed her CD with joy,
exuberance, a 4th place and score of 190. I'm so
proud of this girl!"

Dog. Each team (ideally) has 9 dogs - 2 Novice, 2
Open & 2 Utility, plus an alternate at each level.
This year, for the first time since 1998 (when I
was on a Sheltie team), I was on the Valley Hills
Obed. Club's team with Dickens. We were one of
the Open Dogs.
It started out cold and drizzly. Group sits and
downs came first. Dickens stuck his sit, even
though the dog next to him broke immediately
and left, and the dog next to that one stood up
(and then sat up on the down). The weather
improved a bit after that, but the grass was still
wet and cold. Dickens even did well enough to
make it into the 2d round! (for individual ribbons).
They take the top 4 dogs in each ring (there are 2
for each level). Although Dickens qualified, he
didn't get a placement, but that was ok as my
team did even better. WE WON THE
COMPETITION! It was a first for Valley Hills too.
The first time ever that we'd won the Top Dog
Competition. Not bad for an 11-1/2 yr old! I am
very proud of him.
And, there was another first! There were THREE
IWS competing! Hazel was there with her two
girls as well, competing with the Bakersfield
Obed. Team in Open & Utility.
Maybe we can have four there next year—me,
Hazel & Sally—hint, hint.
I received an update from Jenn Lego on Curry's
agility career. Curry has moved up to Exc B in
JWW & got his first 3 MACH points the other
weekend.
They have six trials in Jan & Feb—mostly AKC
and one USDAA.
Congratulations Jenn and Curry and best of luck
in the upcoming months. It looks like a MACH is
up and coming!

From Jody Dushkes:
Another "1st" for IWS. Every year in So. Cal.,
there is an inter-club obedience competition put
on by the So Calif Dog Obed Council, called Top
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By Deborah Hughes

How Did You Meet Your First Irish Water Spaniel?
Well for many who where in Orlando this
December, they will be able to say they met their
first at the Meet the Breed (“MTB”) booth during
the Eukanuba Invitational at the ginormous
Orange County Convention Center. Ginormous?
Well estimates are that it was half a mile from one
side of the building to the other (assuming you
could go in a straight line). 700,000 square feet of
dogs dogs dogs (more than 16 acres). And tens
of thousands of people walked from venue to
venue seeing conformation, dog demos, agility,
obedience, dock diving, oh yeah... and got to
meet more than 160 breeds of dogs.
At first glance the venue was overwhelming. At
second glance, as you perused your map, it was
even more so. MTB booths were spread across
the front and middle of the venue and were the
first thing spectators saw. Mostly alphabetical and
mostly up and down the main halls. But that was
mostly... some breeds were placed in small
rooms in between the main halls. All the I/K dogs
were set up in one of these rooms. Any room with
that much Irish in it had to be a fun place. With
Irish Setters behind us and Irish Wolfhounds
across the way, we had a lot of people pausing
going "oh… what are these dogs?"
And what dogs indeed. We had dogs varying in
age from 6 month old Liza to 12-1/2 year old
Rhiannon and every age in between. Males.
Females. Neutered. Intact. Performance dogs.
Pets. Therapy dogs. Service dogs. Show dogs.
Field dogs. Agility dogs. Calm dogs. Hyper dogs.
Nervous dogs. Happy dogs. Every aspect of Irish
Water Spaniel personality, training, grooming,
and experience were represented in our booth.
Truly a well rounded Meet the Breed experience.
The booth was decorated to feel like a duck blind
with three video displays, numerous pictures of
dogs doing everything you can imagine an IWS
could do, copies of Rat Tails, information on
hypoallergenic dogs, details on the Hope
Program, a display regarding confusing brown
dogs and cards to fill out if you wanted more
information on IWS or the club.
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Front and center were two grooming tables. From
these tables the most important members of
Team Meet IWS did their job. There were many
dogs who stopped by the booth Ba-Rock (Deb &
Joe Nezgoda), Donovan (Marion McLeod &
Courtney Manrod), Sonny (Peggy Gilman), Trinity
(Rick & Karen Mulkearn), Sarah Jean (Ken
Loree), and our Best of Breed winner Selchie
(Kim & Jeremy Kezer) and others I lost track of.
We even had visitors without IWS including Jack
and Colleen McDaniel, Chris Bartos, Sue Tapp,
Margot Nielsen, Betty & Jarl Wathne, Evie Van
Uden, and John & Lorraine Assid who all took the
opportunity to visit the booth and field some
questions.
The booth anchors included Oz (Mary Sue & Rich
Turner), Shadow (Scott), Rugby (Missy McMunn),
Ingrid (Lisa Shaw), Liza (Helen Howard), and my
Al'e and Rhiannon.
People stopped and felt coat and talked about
grooming needs. Kids stopped and earned "I've
been kissed by an Irish Water Spaniel" stickers.
People asked about personalities, exercise, and
training needs. People met their first IWS. People
re-met the IWS when it has been years since
they've seen one. People met the IWS when they
had lost their own in recent times.
All in all, a fun and exhausting time, with all of us
doing what we love best... showing off our Irish
Water Spaniels.

How Did You Meet Your Irish Water Spaniel? -- continued
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Titles - September 2011
Name/Sire/Dam
Champion
CH Blackthorn Brewed With Tradition
GCH CH D'Locks St. James's Gate CD JH
CH Castlehill's Ode To Carey-Aine CD RA JH

Sex

DOB

Owners/Breeders

D

21-Sep-09 Susan Anderson & R James Rubin
Karen Mulkearn & R James Rubin

CH Realta's One Tough Cookie CD RN JH
Eire's Murphee Mullownee MH
CH Realta's Supernova CD RN MH
Grand Champion
GCH CH Whistlestop's Riley On Fire
GCH CH Poole's Ide Got Water RN
CH Whistle Stop's The Wind Moriah CD RA JH
Junior Hunter Upland
CH Whistlestop's Rio Realta CD RN JH JHU OA OAJ
CH Madcap If My Heart Had Wings RA
CH Realta Bob'n O'Whistlestop UD RE JH OA OAJ NAP NJP
Novice Agility
Cats Quintessence Of Araglin NA NAJ
CH Castlehill's I.M. Quintessential CD NA NAJ
CH The Cat's Meow RN
Open Agility Preferred
Beaufield Bright Idea OA OAJ OAP NJP
CH Beaufield John Barleycorn CD SH
CH Beaufield Call Me Kilmaree

B

16-Jun-09 Jill Raes & Rosemary Sexton
Rosemary Sexton

B

17-Jul-09 Tom Urban & Bethany Urban
Colleen McDaniel & Stacy J Duncan

D

9-Dec-03 Renae Peterson & Rodney W Peterson
Rosemary Sexton

B

31-Jan-06 Allan Chappell
Marian Mcleod

D

2-Aug-03 Jean Haley & Marshall Bellville Jr.
Bridget Kvarnlov & William Paine & Martha Paine

GCH CH D'Locks Lunar Eclipse NA OAJ OAP OJP NF
CH Dreadlocks Keeper O The Keys CD
CH Ildand'lochs I Wanted Wings
Master Agility Excellent Preferred 8
CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart
UD RE JH MXP8 MJP8 PAX3 XF
CH Castlehill's Fynder's Keepers CD
CH Madcap's Brilliant Virtue CD
Novice Agility Jumper
Cats Quintessence Of Araglin NAJ
CH Castlehill's I.M. Quintessential CD NA NAJ
CH The Cat's Meow RN
Open Agility Jumper
CH Irish Mist's Mickey Mcguire RE NA OAJ
CH Ildanoch Guns Of Navarone CD RN NA OAJ OAP OJP
CH I M Lira Lira On The Wall
Excellent Agility Jumper

B

26-May-05 Grattan Foy & Lynn Musgrave & Enzo Marfella
Lynn Musgrave

B

10-Jun-01 Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne
Susan Tapp & Betty L Wathne

B

31-Jan-06 Allan Chappell
Marian Mcleod

D

5-Dec-04 Marilyn Cantrell & Will Cantrell
Evelyn M Van Uden
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Titles - September 2011 (continued)
Name/Sire/Dam
Agility FAST Novice
Chuckanut's Cashew Curry CD OA OAJ NF
CH Fynder Freethinker
CH Poole's Ide Pintail Delia CD
Agility Master FAST Excellent
Cuardach Makes My Heart Soar RN AX MXJ MXF
CH Castlehill's Magic Moment CDX
CH MACH PACH3 Madcap's Way To My Heart
UD RE JH MXP8 MJP8 PAX3 XF

Sex

DOB

D

1-Jun-07 Jennifer Lego
Joe McConkey & Laurie McConkey

B

Owners/Breeders

30-Mar-08 Stephanie O'Reilly & Jeff Rife
Stephanie O'Reilly & Susan Tapp & Betty Wathne
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Advertising Reservation Form
Advertising deadline for March-April 2012 issue is February 15, 2012
Your Name:
Address:
Email Address:
Dog’s Name:
City:
Home Phone:









State:
Work/Cell:

Placement Cost:
Front Cover Plus Half Page Inside Front Cover
Back Cover Plus Full Page Inside Back Cover
Centerfold 2 full pages (includes 2 photos)
Half Page Horizontal (1 photo)
Quarter Page (1 photo)
Quarter Page (no photo)
Additional photo in full or half page
Classified Ad (Business Card or three lines)

ZIP:

Club Member
$100.00
$ 50.00
$ 75.00
$ 40.00
$ 30.00
$ 15.00
$ 10.00
$ 5.00

Non-Club Vendor
N/A
$100.00
$125.00
$ 60.00
$ 50.00
$ 25.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

All ads placed on right page in order received.
Please use a separate order form for each ad even if they are in the same issue. Indicate if
you want ads on facing pages, consecutive pages and in what order for multiple ads.
Type or clearly print all advertising copy and instructions using upper and lower case as you
want your copy to appear. Proofs will be sent to advertisers with email addresses. IWSCA is
not responsible for errors when ad copy is handwritten.
It is the advertiser’s responsibility to obtain permission to reprint photographs.
Pedigrees must be typed.
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IWSCA National Specialty 2012
May 7-11, 2012
Purina Farms Event Center
Gray Summit, Missouri
www.iwsca2012.com

Tentative Schedule
Monday May 7--Arrival
Tuesday May 8--WC/WCX
Wednesday May 9--Agility, Obedience and Rally / Great Hall Event Center
Thursday May 10--Dog Day--Health Clinic, Demos, Social Time (Annual Membership Meeting)
Friday May 11--Sweeps AM, Specialty Conformation PM (outside performance ring) (Judges Ed.)
Friday Evening--Awards Banquet and Auction (Purina Event Center Banquet Room)

Purina Farms Event Center Info:
http://www.purina.com/purina-farms/eventcenter.aspx
Located about one hour southwest from downtown St. Louis and the Lambert–St. Louis
International Airport, the Purina Event Center in Gray Summit, Missouri, provides a central
location for people traveling from all parts of the country. Within ten minutes from the Purina
Event Center are several hotels that accept dogs with little or no additional fees; some even offer
dog-bathing rooms. Besides the RV parking available at the Purina Event Center, five
campgrounds are located near the show site. A variety of restaurants can be found in the area,
and there are major entertainment attractions throughout the metropolitan St. Louis area.
Full hotel information to be confirmed / Full packet mailing mid-February
Near-by Hotel information:
Travel Lodge Six Flags, Gray Summit, Missouri
Comfort Inn, Pacific, Missouri
Quality Inn Six Flags, Pacific, Missouri
Super 8, Eureka, Missouri
RV Reservations: $30.00 per day (curbside water and electric hook up included)
Contact Greg Johnson (bengarloc@aol.com) to reserve your space
Area RV rentals contact:
Byerly RV Center 1-800-878-3325
www.byerlyrv.com/rvRentals
Dog friendly. Rates vary per unit. Refundable deposit required. Drop Off/Hook Up Charge.
M.B. Thomas RV Sales 1-800-392-5655
www.mbthomasrvsales.com
Dog friendly. Rates vary per unit. Refundable deposit required. Drop Off/Hook Up Charge.
*NOTE: We will be sharing the facility for a portion of the week with the Miniature Australian
Shepherd Club of America. They have invited us to watch their events, and we have extended
the same invitation to them.
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IWSCA News Editor
PO Box 21383
Seattle, WA 98111

Address label here

