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By Jim Rubin 

Spectacular 
weather, smiles, 
barbeque, 
whiskey tasting 
and impromptu 
gatherings are 
some of my 
favorite 
memories from 
beautiful Purina 
Farms, in Gray 
Summit, 
Missouri and the 
IWSCA 2012 
National 
Specialty. 

 
Congratulations, again, to all the winners http://
iwsca.webs.com/congratulations.htm. Our 
Specialty Chair Greg Johnson and his able 
assistant Lynn Musgrave deserve our highest 
praise and gratitude. After a few years off the 
circuit, the Midwest came roaring back with a 
very comfortable Specialty, filled with warmth 
and charm. The heartland is unique. No matter 
where you live, it feels approachable. From 
Alaska to southern Florida, it was good to see old 
friends and meet new ones.  

Please read Judy O’Brien’s account of her first 
National Specialty later in this Newsletter. I’m 
thrilled she had such a good experience. But I 
noticed something about myself. It started at 
Maryland Sporting Dog and unfortunately, I was 
guilty again, in Missouri. I was more focused on 
meeting with old friends than I was trying to get 
to know new ones.  

It’s human nature and let’s face it, in a sea of 
faces, some we haven’t seen for awhile, we’re 
thrilled when we recognize someone across the 
years. Whether we’re catching up on personal 
details, dog activities or the workings of our Club, 
we are drawn to the familiar. But those new folks, 
like Judy, who are taking their initial timid steps, 
across hundreds of miles, to their first IWS/dog 
event, are our Club’s and breed’s future. 

Experience teaches us to reach out and mentor 
the young. But often, refinement and knowledge 
bring us to the IWS. Our “Newbies” are usually 
not kids. And that makes it harder for us to 
recognize a closely guarded look of confusion, 
loneliness, frustration or distain, when it’s 
masked by a lifetime of experience.  

We only get to see each other once or twice a 
year. Yet every day, we share our lives with our 
brown curly friends and the other members of our 
IWS-Family. Through generations of dogs, we 
get to know each other very well. We miss talking 
face to face. But those who don’t know us can 
easily perceive our rush to catch up or get 
business done, as highs school shunning of the 
un-cool. 

Karen Mulkearn and Sue Anderson, the Co-
Chairs for our next National Specialty in Ohio, 
are planning some “Newbie” activities and 
events. But success at reaching out to our future 
will rest with each of us. 

Thanks to Jack McDaniel, our retiring President, 
Lois MacDonald, Vice President and Sue 
Anderson, Secretary, for their hard work in 
support of our Club. As I mentioned at the 
Annual Meeting, we are very fortunate for Jack’s 
two years of leadership. He continued us on our 
path forward—recognizing the future of our breed 
is what unites us and allows us to overcome 
almost anything. 

I’m really pleased with where our Club is and 
where we are going. A decade or so ago, we 
really began to understand our responsibility to 
the rare and beautiful IWS. We started with 
leading edge thyroid studies and general 
education. But look at our recent record: Dr. 
Scott Dove gave us a world-class lecture on 
canine reproduction; Dr. Fran Smith, Head of the 
OFA, discussed elbow dysphasia and the 
importance of disciplined breeding programs; we 
conducted a world-wide, on-line, statistically 
representative Health Survey; this year in 
Missouri, we hosted all of our CHIC Health 
Clinics, and tripled the number of DNA samples 
on file with the OFA. 

President’s Message 

July-August 2012 
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This focus on health started with pioneers like 
Florence Blecher. But it is sustained by today’s 
leaders: Dr. Laurel Baglia, Health and Genetics 
(H&G) Chair, and; Mindy Garbarino, Chair of our 
Breeders Committee (BEC). These women 
recognize the difficulty of managing a small gene 
pool, the need for gaining and sharing 
knowledge, supporting research and with each 
litter, making the hard choices needed to improve 
our breed’s health and sustainability. To that end, 
the BEC and H&G Committees are co-
sponsoring Dr Jerold Bell to conduct a genetic 
assessment of our breed and present his findings 
to us in Ohio at the 2013 National Specialty. 

Our 75th Anniversary Specialty really will be a 
foundation for the future. In more ways than one, 
the 2013 National is shaping up to be an 
important milestone. The Eukanuba facilities are 
outstanding and the Committee is working hard 
to schedule Dr. Bell, Health Clinics and other 
substantial events focused on health, population 
management, genetics and the future of our 
breed. Put 13-19 April 2013 on your calendar. I 
hope very IWSCA member has the opportunity to 
attend.  

President’s Message—continued 

Secretary’s Report 

By Emily Pikul 

 Dan Sayers’s Illustrated Standard has been accepted and it will be printed soon. It will be used for 
Judges Education and rescue to name a few.  

 Dan Sayers has given up the Irish Water Spaniel column for the AKC Gazette. The Board would 
like to thank those that applied for the position. We have chosen Colleen McDaniel to take over. 
Colleen will also be working with Jill Brennan and Patrice Dodd, and we eagerly await the articles. 
Thank you Dan for your hard work! 

 The Board has decided to support conformation medallions again for the Eukanuba National show 
in December2012. They also will be supporting the National Agility Trial at Eukanuba medallions.  

 Deb Nezgoda has successfully run her first National Agility Trial! She made over $3,000 for the 
club. The trial was the week after the national and we have heard nothing but great things about it. 

Delegate’s Report 

By Evelyn M. Van Uden 

I would first like to extend a sincere and heartfelt 
thank you to Greg and his Specialty team for a 
wonderful job. In addition, thank you to all the 
breeders and exhibitors for all of Irish Water 
Spaniel eye candy. 

The AKC will have a new Companion Events 
Extravaganza recognizing top dogs in Agility, 
Obedience and Rally. This will be a multi-day 
event to be held March 15-17th in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. This event was formerly known as 
the Obedience Invitational. This will move this 
event from its usual calendar date in December 
to run in conjunction with the National Agility 

Championship. A new AKC Rally National 
Competition will be held on the Friday of that 
weekend. After 2013, the combined 
"Extravaganza" will rotate to different locations 
around the country. The Companion Event 
Extravaganza will allow us to showcase the best 
competitors in the country, rotate venues and 
teach responsible dog ownership to the public. 

The 2012 National Obedience Invitational and 
National Juniors Competition will be held as 
usual in conjunction with Eukanuba in Orlando, 
Florida. 
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Beginning in December 2013 a "NEW" obedience 
competition "The AKC Obedience Classic" will be 
held in conjunction with Eukanuba. The "NEW" 
competition will crown the top dogs for the year in 
Novice, Open and Utility. Juniors will continue to 
be held with these events also.  

Most of us are aware of the proposed USDA 
regulations. There is an open comment period 
that ends on July 16, 2012. These proposals will 
affect anyone who owns or co-owns MORE than 
four bitches over the age of four months. It is 
important we speak out and let them know how 
this will affect our pure bred dogs. As written, this 
bill includes "ALL" small mammals you may have. 
The USDA is required to respond to all 
comments, so please let your voices be heard. 

Effective June 1, 2012, the AKC has established 
a Care and Conditions policy. What this means is 
their inspectors have been given a more 
complete outline to follow. These guidelines are 
meant as a basis for helping individuals ensure 
the dog care practices are performed and 
housing facilities are maintained in a safe, 
humane and responsible manner. The intent is to 
serve as a working basic outline that can be 
expanded and refined as needed while lending 

uniform application of this policy. In addition to 
guidelines set forth in this policy, individuals are 
expected to comply with all applicable federal, 
state and local laws and regulations regarding the 
ownership and maintenance of dogs. For more 
details, please feel free to contact me. 

The AKC had proposed that Secretaries will now 
be allowed to change the class entered if done 
1/2 hour prior to the start of the show. This will be 
voted on at the next meeting.  

Once again, there is a proposal to change the 
schedule of the Delegate meetings. The 
proposed changes would eliminate the June 
meeting, move March to April, move September 
to August and keep the December meeting in 
conjunction with Eukanuba. They would like to 
add an additional day to April and August for 
committee meetings. I also heard there are 
strong feelings to have all meetings in Raleigh. 
Right now the Constitution and By laws require at 
least two meetings in the New York area. A 
permanent change in venue would require a 
change in that part of the by-laws.  

Any questions please feel free to call or email. 

Thank you. 

Delegate’s Report—continued 
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By Susanne Hogan 

Water Spaniels with Experience 

The 2012 Specialty Annual Meeting provided an 
opportunity for a Rescue Update. Essentials of 
the report included: 

 An approximately $25,000 balance in our 
reserve account 

 About $2,000 spent annually in Rescue efforts 

 About $1,400 donated this year to Rescue 

 Two Rescues in the last twelve months; eight 
breeder Rehome assists 

A couple of points are worth documenting for 
those not in attendance: 

 Rescue values its breeder relationships and 
wishes to continue to be a source of help to our 
breeder community 

 Our funding is stable and we are not 
anticipating any fundraising  

 We encourage IWSCA to consider breeder 
rehomes a valuable component of placing our 
dogs in homes, along with puppy placements 

 We continue to reach out to shelters to help 
them identify and place IWS 

Additionally, I continue to try to build capacity in 
the IWSCA Rescue effort. We need a thoughtful 

and experienced group of individuals willing to 
lead Rescue efforts. Our community is very 
supportive and available upon request to assist 
when necessary. However, defining and leading 
the program requires a commitment which can be 
difficult with competing priorities in our lives.  

I commend Tara Darling, our East Coast Lead 
and Breeder Liaison, for her efforts over the past 
two years in providing me the support necessary 
to do this important job. She has made a 
commitment to Rescue and is working hard to 
learn what is required to be successful. Her help 
has been critical to my being able to continue in 
this position. 

It Takes a Village 

Moe (“Granny” to so many of our dogs) 
Gasparetti has been a part of the IWSCA Rescue 
effort for as long as I can remember. Her heart 
and passion for dogs does not allow her to give 
as much as she can whenever she is able.  

Recently, IWSCA, though communicating with a 
local shelter, was not allowed to place an Irish 
Water Spaniel in the shelter’s possession. The 
shelter had identified a home which they believed 
to be suitable for the young girl IWS. We were 
told the home included a special needs child to 
whom the IWS at the shelter seemed to 
especially bond with, even in the few short visits 
by the family to decide on the adoption.  

Ultimately, this Irish girl went to this home. The 
child was a young girl with asperger’s disorder 
who is home-schooled. She has a supportive 
family structure with relatives living close by. The 
extended family Labrador Retriever lives next 
door and provides a four-legged playmate for the 
IWS.  

Our approach was to support this shelter 
placement with the intention of assisting should 
the placement not work out. We provided 
information on the IWS and its care, as well as 
health information. As is her role, Moe Gasparetti 
prepared our “dowry” package and provided it to 
the new home.  

2012 Specialty Report 
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Of our four or five individual interactions, Moe 
was the one who “connected” with this family. 
Recently, she received (and shared with us) a 
letter from the family with photos of the youngster 
and her new IWS. They indicate the bond 
between the two is evident and growing. The 
IWS is providing a soothing, settling companion 
for her young person. In the future, Moe will be 
our link to this young IWS should she or the 
family need our help.  

I provide this information to thank Moe publicly 
for all she does for Rescue, as well as to 
demonstrate the need for all of the different 
talents we have in the IWS community to 
contribute to Rescue efforts. Sometimes, it’s 
simply the individual approach that establishes 
the bond we need with our IWS homes.  

Thank you, Moe. 

New West Coast Coordinator and External 
Communication/Shelter Education 

Sally Lewis has agreed to step in to assist the 
IWSCA Rescue effort in the Western United 
States. She has taken up the post Dorothy Line 
relinquished recently.  

Sally will be introducing herself in the next 
newsletter. In the meantime, we have put her to 
work assisting us with our Internet presence and 
shelter communications and education. She is 
updating our current documents for shelters who 
may run across Irish Water Spaniels or other 
curly brown dogs and find identification 
confusing.  

We are also attempting to update this information 
for IWSCA Rescue wherever it exists. If you find 
an Internet reference that is not up-to-date, 
please take the initiative to update it or provide 
us the reference so we can do so. 

Shelter Communication/Education 

Recent posts to the Yahoo Groups list indicate 
there may be some lack of information among 
our members about the work Rescue does to 
assist shelters and other organizations correctly 
identify our Irish Water Spaniels.  

As we have all experienced, our curly brown 
companions are frequently mistaken for other 
dog breeds. Occasionally, as referenced in our 
March-April 2011 newsletter, even the short-
coated, spotted Irish Water Spaniel exists in the 
eyes of some. 

IWSCA Rescue utilizes many methods to ensure 
accurate identification of our dogs but we are 
only as effective as the recipients of our 
message. We attempt to ensure Internet 
descriptions are accurate and we address 
specific misidentifications by shelters. However, 
in the end, they curly brown dogs are confusing.  

We appreciate any assistance, support, or ideas 
the membership may have in assisting Rescue in 
our efforts on behalf of our beloved breed. 

Water Spaniels with Experience—continued 
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By Jacquelyn Fussell  

Sweepstakes at the 2012 National Specialty 

Jacquelyn 
Fussell, of Red 
Deer, Alberta, 
Canada, has had 
a life-long interest 
in pure-bred dogs. 
She has handled, 
groomed and bred 
several breeds. 
She has been 
breeding Irish 
Water Spaniels 
under the kennel 
name, Finnibone, 
for 25 years 
producing #1 
IWS, multiple 
winners at US 
Specialties, 

multiple champions, top producers, group 
winners, and BIS dogs and has had the honor of 
a US Eukanuba Bred by Exhibitor Group 
Placement, as well as invitations to both Crufts 
and Westminster. The 2012 Specialty Committee 
was honored that she accepted our invitation to 
judge Sweepstakes at our specialty, and to give 
us here, a brief description of her experience. 

I would like to thank the club and its members for 
allowing me the opportunity to examine their dogs 
and place them according to my interpretation of 
the breed standard. 

I would also like to thank my awesome ring 
stewards, Moe Gasperetti and Deborah Bilardi 
who did a great job in keeping me timely, and 
keeping my ring in great working order! This 
allowed me to do my job and only concern myself 
with the task at hand which was evaluating our 
great breed, the Irish Water Spaniel. 

What I recognized and learned from the 
experience is that one cannot "judge a book from 
its cover,” nor an IWS at first glance. I am not the 
type of judge that picks my class winner upon its 
entering the ring. In all fairness I try to be a breed-
standard judge and I try to identify my winner by 
evaluating its closeness to the breed standard. 
That does not mean to say that outside of the 
ring, as a breeder, my eye might lead me in 
another direction, toward the type which I like 
personally.  

I believe that I judged according to the breed 
standard as best as I could. Outside of the ring I 
probably would have made a different choice 
according to what my eyes were drawn to, but I 
chose not to let my breeder’s eye make my 
decision inside of the ring. 

I was pleasantly surprised when I found that there 
were those dogs I may have by-passed outside of 
the ring that, upon examination, were very much 
in conformation with the breed standard. When I 
found two dogs very close in merit, I reverted 
back to the old point system of judging. I also 
included the working condition of the entry in my 
evaluation.  

I would also like to offer some of my observations 
in the ring, first and foremost of which would be 
this breed should be moderate in all things. The 
following are some of the important points of 
conformation, which helped me make my 
decisions. 

Neck—strong and slightly arched; length 
sufficient enough/(fairly long; carrying the head 
well above the level of the back; free flowing into 
moderately laid back shoulders (at about a 55 
degree angle) with width between the shoulder 
blades being adequate to allow enough flexibility 
to easily retrieve game. 

Front—upper arm bones about equal in length 
with the shoulder blades and laid back at 
approximately the same angle resulting in the 
forelegs set under the withers. The balanced 
angulation between the two results in good 
extension of the front legs 

Rear—moderate and in balance with front 
angulation. Loins wide and short leading to well-
muscled hind quarters that carry width in the 
stance. 

Thighs powerful and muscling carrying well down 
into the second thigh; low set hocks help 
contribute to a stronger stance and true going 
away movement; balance including stifle to hock 
ratio; hocks strong and true turning neither in nor 
out resulting in true movement. 

Barrel of the ribs-utmost importance for buoyancy 
(work in boggy, muddy, marshy, tree laden 
ground as well as in and out of boat balance) and 
heart/organ protection. 
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Sweepstakes at the 2012 National Specialty—continued 

Gait—well coordinated melding of grace and 
power; efficient and balance front to rear; well 
developed muscular thighs and strong hocks 
contribute torear thrust and drive.  

To work all day the breed must be balanced, 
sound, and strong. 

I was pleased to see that I had many breed-
standard features in the group of exhibits 
presented, as well as vastly improved 
temperaments from past years. The exhibitors 
seemed to be enjoying their IWS in the ring and 
the general atmosphere was light hearted. I 
appreciated the dogs shown in a natural manner 
both in grooming and exhibition. 

My best Puppy exemplified the correct gait and 
was moderate in all areas which I appreciated. 

Nothing about her was exaggerated, but she was 
correct in most features. 

My best Veteran moved with grace, and balance 
on the go around and has, in my opinion, one of 
the best neck examples found in our breed. His 
neck to shoulder transfer was very smooth, and 
his loin was perfectly short and broad,  with good 
muscling for his age. 

Thanks again to all who chose to enter under me, 
and remember you each went home with the best 
dog of your choice. Ultimately you are the 
custodians of our breed. 

—Jacqui Fussell 

The results of 2012 Specialty Judging can be 
found at:  http://www.foytrentdogshows.com/
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By Janet Krogh 

Meet Me In St. Louis 

W ell, we met. The 2012 Specialty show is now 
in the history books. The ribbons, trophies 

and titles have been passed out. If you couldn’t 
come this year, don’t feel badly as we have all 
missed a few due to finances, new puppies, 
health, graduations, family reunions, work or 
whatever. Start planning for 2013. 

The specialty show this year was centrally 
located so more members attended. The 
Canadians were well represented with Ruth and 
Tim Connor being the talk of the show for not 
only being nice people but for having a wonderful 
dog, Beckett, who excels in both conformation 
and field plus has an amazing Cinderella story as 
a dog that was re-homed to the Connors as an 
adult.  

At any specialty show it is great to see old friends 
and meet new people. Often times, you see the 
same faces but never connect. Each specialty 
show is different in that way. Moe Gasperetti, 
who is still recovering from a very serious leg 
injury, made it to the show on her own power. 
She even managed to make and donate an 
original piece for the auction made up of an IWS 
figure in a duck boat and set in an aquarium. 
Very cute. Speedy recovery to you, Mo. Florence 
couldn’t make it due to her puppies, and neither 
could Dede and Judy. Dan couldn’t make it. 
Others—too many to mention.  

The Purina Dog Event site is the ideal place for 
dog shows: well lit, good flooring, wide halls, 
located some 45 minutes from downtown St. 
Louis. The weather was picture perfect, and the 
show was flawlessly planned by co-chairs Greg 
Johnson and Lynn Musgrave. Greg is always the 
calm, cool gentleman and Lynn has an incredible 
wealth of knowledge and passion for the breed 
and club. Together and with an army of 
committee members, they produced a quality 
specialty. 

The hospitality room this year was actually a 
table set up in the RV parking lot but it worked 
out quite well. Greg and Lynn had set up an 
Open Garage Sale full of previously unsold 
specialty items as well as some snacks, tennis 
balls, pens, and pads that were free for the 
taking.  

The first official days of events were the WC/
WCX trials. This year’s judges were all long time, 
well respected club members, Elissa Kirkegard, 
Susan Sarracino-Diehl, Mary Reich and Jim 
Brennan. Between them they brought a ton of 
hands on field experience with IWSs to the 
judging panel. The event was held at a park in 
Granite City, Illinois. It was an hour’s drive to a 
beautiful location with easy off road parking and 
open viewing to watch the dogs perform. In my 
opinion, there were no losers, only winners, as all 
the dogs were happy and enthusiastic retrievers. 
Even the riding lawn mower park worker, who 
was cutting grass during the trial, seemed to be 
smiling. 

One person enlisted as a volunteer game/gunner 
steward was an old familiar face, Chuck 
Pederson. Chuck was the show chairman for the 
2001 St. Louis Specialty Show. He bred dogs 
under the name “Carragheen.”  After the show, 
he dropped out of sight. Hello—has anyone seen 
Karen Sherwood, Mik and Terri Anderson, Julie 
Kaupas or Gerry Haynes? Chuck was the first 
show chairman that I can recall who received a 
long, rousing standing ovation from the 
membership for putting on such a nice specialty 
show.  

The next day was the agility, obedience, rally and 
parades. Since I was an obedience ring steward, 
I was busy at the obedience table and missed the 
rally and agility, only seeing a few dogs power 
through tunnels and fly over their jumps. One 
Rally dog did jump over to the Open ring during a 
critical dumbbell throw but the judge decided the 
dog had already NQ’d so she did not allow a re-
do. 

Karen Mulkean was the obedience chair and if 
you don’t know Karen, you should. She is 
energetic, enthusiastic and lights up the room. 
She was the captain of her “2013” obedience 
team wearing the orange shirts. She quickly 
drafted my husband to help out at the obedience 
ring as a steward. Now, my husband (Marv) is a 
dog person but certainly not a “dog show” person 
meaning when asked “who his dogs are out of” 
he doesn’t have a clue. He thinks A. I. is a man’s 
initials and a “finished bitch” is a bad thing. In 
fact, we had a good laugh about how it is a 
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Meet Me in St. Louis—continued 

different language for the lay person. Thankfully, 
Brenda Farmer and Holly Bauman became 
angels out of nowhere and relieved my poor 
husband of his duties. Brenda and Holly are two 
quiet, classy long time members who fly under 
the radar but later presented a top flight update 
on the Utah 2014 Specialty show. Marilyn 
Cantrell, another club worker bee, was always 
smiling even though her one brace dog in 
obedience was “showing” his love in the ring 
much to everyone’s amusement. The laughs and 
chuckles seem to increase the further the trial 
went along.  

The obedience judge, Cathy Peters, was friendly, 
fun and loved her Friesian horses. So much so, 
that for a while she got briefly side tracked 
showing her horse pictures before the sits and 
downs.  

As with any specialty show, there is always the 
“off the record” chatter. In previous years, it has 
been feeding raw, over vaccinating, bad 
temperaments, patterning, over standard size, 
and sulfa drugs. This year, I heard a lot of talk 
regarding elbow dysplasia, the graying and aging 
of our membership with a need to recruit younger 
members and the lack of puppies to support the 
demand by the public for IWS. 

There is a question as to in this “instant” society if 
potential new owners are willing to wait six 
months to a year for a IWS puppy. 

This year’s annual meeting although long, was 
tame and non-controversial, which was surprising 
considering all the emailing back and forth in the 
days directly before the show. 

The week was full. There are numerous activities 
each day to attend plus regional sights to see: 
Dock Diving, AKC Museum, CGC testing, 
grooming and plenty of BBQ. The time seemed to 
fly by and with the final day ending with the 
conformation show and followed by the awards, 
auction and banquet dinner. Unfortunately but 
happily, I had to leave right after the breed show 
in order to pick up a brand new IWS puppy from 
Dede and Judy and catch my plane out of 
Chicago. 

Here’s hoping 
to see you at 
the next 2013 
Specialty in 
Ohio. 
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By Greg Johnson 

2012 National Specialty Conformation Results 

High in Trial: 

CH Whistle Stop Winds Of Change VCD1 CDX NAP JP. SR52848001 
10/24/2008 Breeder: Colleen McDaniel. Sire: CH O'Malleigh's Mr WS Action   Dam: CH Whistle Stop's 
The Wind Moriah CD JH. Owner: Deb Nezqoda 

Best of Breed: 

GCH Whistlstop's Fire & Ice. SR57455803 
7/17/2009 Breeder: C McDaniel & S J Duncan. Sire: GCH Poole's Ide Got Water RN   Dam: CH 
Whistlestop's The Wind Moriah CD RA JH. Owner: Stacy Duncan & Colleen McDaniel 

Best of Opposite Sex: 

Ch Poole's Ide Corteo Du Tidemark. SR30983001 
10/20/2005 Breeder: Greg Siner. Sire: Ch Dreadlocks Dralion Du Tidemark   Dam: Ch Poole's Ide First 
Water JH CD. Owner: Debbie Patterson and Greg Siner 

Awards of Merit: 

GCH. Whistle Stop's Wind on the Water. SR57455806 
7/17/2009 Breeder: Colleen McDaniel & Stacy J. Duncan. Sire: GCH. Poole's Ide Got Water RN   Dam: 
CH. Whistle Stop's the Wind Moriah. Owner:Michelle E. Cummings.Agent:  Amy Rutherford 

GCH Whistlestop's Riley On Fire. sr57455808 
7/17/2009 Breeder: Colleen McDaniel & Stacy Duncan. Sire: GCH Poole's Ide Got Water RN   Dam: 
CH Whistle Stop's The Wind Moriah CD RA JH. Owner:Tom and Bethany Urban and Gregory Siner 

CH Irish Mist's Mickey McGuire CD RE OA OAJ. SR22187701 
12/5/2004 Breeder: Evelyn M Van Uden. Sire: CH Ildanoch Guns Of Navarone NA   Dam: CH Im Lira 
Lira On The Wall. Owner: Marilyn & Will Cantrell 

Select [for Grand Championship points] Dog: 

Ch MACH3 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXF. SR34013301 
4/11/2006 Breeder: Stephanie O'Reilly & Betty Wathne. Sire: Ch Catwalk's Special Case CD RA JH   
Dam: Ch MACH PACH4 Madcap's Way To My Heart UD RE JH PAX4 XF. Owner: Stephanie O'Reilly & 
Jeff Rife 

Select [for Grand Championship points] Bitch: 

CH D'Locks Evenstar of Beaufield. SR25415906 
4/13/2005 Breeder: Lynn Musgrave & Sharon Moreland. Sire: CH. Finnebone's Too Timen Tank   Dam: 
CH. Dreadlocks Marsh Wren. Owner: Bridget Kvarnlov & Lynn Musgrave 

Best of Winners & Winners Dog: 

Ildanoch Beckett's Dublin Brew JH. SR22457102 
12/18/2004 Breeder: Deborah Hughes & Kenneth Hughes & Helen L Howard. Sire: CH Birdhill's Drip 
Dry O'Muddy Waters CD   Dam: CH Ildanoch Southern Spice RN. Owner:Timothy Connor & Ruth 
Connor 

Winners Bitch: 

Ildanoch Anna Livia On Bloomsday. SR61159002 
1/25/2010 Breeder: Deborah & Ken Hughes. Sire: CH Cat's Best Boy   Dam: CH Ildanoch D'Arcy's 
Dublin Stout. Owner:S & E Schultz, B Rainbolt & D Hughes 
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2012 National Specialty Conformation Results—continued 

Reserve Winners Dog: 

Poole's Ide Reversal of Fortune. SR67853403 
5/4/2011 Breeder: Sally Lewis & Lois MacDonald. Sire: CH Poole's Ide Corteo Du Tidemark   Dam: CH 
Poole's Ide Bonnie Brook CD. Owner: Tom and Bethany Urban and Gregory Siner 

Reserve Winners Bitch: 

Chantico's Rising Tide. SR61374302 
2/17/2010 Breeder: Kim Kezer & Jeremy Kezer & Mindy Garbarino. Sire: Ch. Mallyree Range O'er the 
Land Dam: GCH Chantico's Spirit in the Surf CD, JH, RN. Owner:Ruth Crocker & Les Crocker & Kim 
Kezer & Mindy Garbarino 

Best in Puppy Sweepstakes: 

Navarone's Absolutely Fabulous. SR69965601 
10/17/2011 Breeder: Laurel Baglia, Evelyn VanUden, Paul VonBacho. Sire: Ch Tara's Water Turned To 
Wine Dam: Ch Irish Mist's Little Mermaid, RN, JH. Owner:Laurel Baglia, Evelyn VanUden, Paul 
VonBacho 

Best of Opposite Puppy Sweepstakes: 

CH Nawedshoe Dawns Early Lite O Freedom. SR65846503 
11/14/2010 Breeder: Karen Mulkearn & Richard Mulkearn. Sire: CH OTCH Irish Mist Fistful O Dollars 
VCD2 UDX OM1 VER RE MX MXJ NAP NJ   Dam: GCH CH Castlehill's Ode to Carey-Aine CD RA JH. 
Owner: Peggy L. Chapman 

Best in Veteran Sweepstakes: 

Ch Tara's Teal Take Flight CD RN. SR18272402 
5/23/2004 Breeder: Tara Darling-Lyon. Sire: Ch Tara's Captain Morgan    Dam: Ch Tara's Picture 
Perfect CD RN. Owner: Tara Darling-Lyon / Melinda Williams 

Best of Opposite in Veteran Sweepstakes: 

CH Taras Water's My Middle Name CD JH RE. SR09165507 
6/5/2003 Breeder: Tara Darling & Mindy Garbarino. Sire: Tara's Sure Shot   Dam: CH Tata's Pirate Anne 
Bonny. Owner: Kim & Jeremy Kezer  
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By Sharon Moreland 

Three Generations of Hard Choices: Hips in the IWS 

Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (“OFA”) was 
founded in 1966 by a group that included John M. 
Olin, a well-known inventor and industrialist. He 
was also an avid sportsman, hunter, and field trial 
participant. When Olin discovered that hip 
dysplasia was limiting the performance of his 
dogs, he organized a meeting with 
representatives of the veterinary community, the 
Golden Retriever Club of America and the 
German Shepherd Dog Club of America to 
discuss the methods for limiting the disease. This 
group worked together to form OFA in 1966. Its 
initial mission was to provide radiographic 
evaluation, data management, and genetic 
counseling for canine hip dysplasia. 

By the 1970’s it was becoming clear that hip 
dysplasia was also limiting Irish Water Spaniels. 
In 1974, OFA began rating hips by the current 7 
rankings (but did not publish those rankings until 
1987; ranking results went only to the owner). 
The use of that grading system gave our 

breeders another tool to use. The first IWS rated 
as Excellent was Ted E. Bear O’ Blu Max in 1980; 
in those days of no internet, news of this swept 
the country in just hours. 

By the early 1980’s there were entire litters that 
were destroyed before they were 6 months old 
because of the severity of the hip dysplasia. In 
the mid-80’s a National Specialty BIS was found 
to be dysplastic. His owner chose to not use him, 
despite many requests for him. Many other 
wonderful specimens of the breed were not used. 
Our breeders tackled the issue by using OFA 
evaluations, which were printed in our catalogs, 
by agreeing amongst themselves not to use 
dysplastic dogs, and by tedious paper and pencil 
pedigree analysis. But first and foremost our 
breeders made hard decisions. 

Now, three generations later, we can see the 
results of those hard decisions. Below is OFA 
data on the change in Excellent rated hips, and 
dysplastic hips, over the last 30 years. 

Figure 1  Three Generations of IWS Hips 

When OFA looked at the increase in Excellent hips, across all breeds, our IWS breeders were the third 
most successful of all AKC breeders. In reducing dysplasia, our breeders were the eleventh most 
successful. This is a record we can all be proud of. When you next see your brown curly friend leap for 
joy, remember to thank your breeder. 

By Sharon Moreland for the Health and Genetics Committee, Laurel Baglia, Chair  
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By Laurel Baglia 

CHIC Numbers Issued or Updated 
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By Judy O’Brien  

My First National 

I 
t was Tuesday morning, May 8th. I was 
driving down I-29 from Omaha to Gray 
Summit, MO, just me and my IWS buddy, 

Gryffin (aka D’Locks Flourish & Blotts RN). Off I 
went, packed to the max with dog crates, people 
snacks and dog food, bags and baggage. It was a 
perfect day, sunny and clear. Yet, I felt like I was 
on my way to the first day of a new job: butterflies 
swirling, questions popping, doubts creeping. 
What if Gryff just didn’t enjoy himself – four nights 
in a motel and not romping around free is a long 
time for him. (Well, I could always leave early.) 
What if the days got boring with nothing much to 
do? (I could always go shopping…..or check out 
the area.) We entered the Parade of Title Holders 
since Gryffin earned his Rally Novice title last 
year. What if we were out of our element lined up 
with all of the champion and multi-titled super 
dogs? (We could always just be a no show.) 
Would I have anything in common with the people 
attending? I am a pet owner that is enjoying 
getting back into some obedience work. (I could 
bring a book or Sudoku to keep me occupied.) 

Then, I smiled. I reminded myself that a year ago 
I was deep into secondary curriculum work for the 
Council Bluffs Community School District. 
Attending the specialty was out of the question 
then. Now retired, I was free to do as I pleased. 
And, having fun with Gryffin was a priority and a 
joy. My new obedience instructors and dog 
friends insisted that I attend the IWS national 
specialty, saying how much I would enjoy it—that 
national specialties were indeed “special”. And, 
Gryffin’s breeder and my life-line, Lynn Musgrave, 
was very encouraging and excited that I was 
going to go. 

So, I relaxed and decided to enjoy the journey. 
Little did I know that I would have such a grand 
time. My first clue was pulling into the Travelodge 
that first day and seeing two Irish Water Spaniels 
perched in their motel room’s window, serenely 
observing all who arrived. This was the first of 
many welcoming and heart-warming moments.  

I’ve been asked to share impressions of my first 
national specialty…..so here goes. 

—It’s all about the dogs! From the first moment 
I stepped onto the beautiful grounds of Purina 
Farms, I realized that everyone’s focus was on 

the dogs. I knew this because it happened to me! 
The hospitality crew manning the tent asked 
about Gryffin. People grooming their dogs asked 
about Gryffin. People stopped us on walks to 
admire Gryffin. While watching events, people we 
were seated by admired Gryffin. Young children 
loved petting Gryffin. Strangers played with 
Gryffin. I was amazed. Most everyone we met 
commented on Gryffin’s dark eyes and beautiful 
expression, apparently D’Locks hallmarks. Here I 
was, a newbie with my IWS companion by my 
side, being treated and welcomed as part of a big 
inclusive family. Everyone we met focused their 
attention on Gryffin. I am sure that this 
phenomenon was true for others that attended 
with their IWS as well…..since it’s really all about 
the dogs! 

Wednesday’s performance and obedience events 
revolved around celebrating the unique features 
of the breed and the passion and dedication of 
their owners. It was inspiring to watch Deb 
Nezgoda, Sergio and Ba-Rock run the agility 
course, working to find a way, against all 
obstacles, to enjoy their love of the sport. In 
obedience, a dog jumped the ring to greet a 
fellow IWS buddy performing in the ring next 
door. On any other day, could that have been my 
Gryffin? You bet! The joy was seeing the fun the 
dogs were having and not necessarily the 
perfection the dogs attained. Everyone reveled in 
the exuberance of the breed. It wasn’t about a 
perfect score - although that was definitely a 
worthy goal. It was all about the dogs, having fun 
and living the moment. 

Friday was all about the dogs, too. Only this time, 
it was in the conformation ring. What a day! 
Gorgeous dogs from all over the USA and 
Canada were showing their stuff for two 
wonderful judges. Many owners showed their 
own dogs. Many of the same dogs I saw in agility, 
rally and obedience were now in the conformation 
ring. And, they most likely were in Tuesday’s WC 
and WCX events as well. I left Friday’s events 
thinking how versatile and remarkable our Irish 
dogs are. What a perfect way to showcase the 
week by ending with conformation. The spirit of 
the day was captured by the hearty 
congratulations offered all around, regardless of 
the results.  
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My First National—continued 

—It’s all about relationships! One thing I really 
liked about the specialty was putting faces with 
names. I have been an IWSCA member since 
2000 and I belong to the different IWS lists. So, I 
was familiar with names but not faces. It was 
great meeting everyone. And, there were many 
chances to do this. I attended all evening events: 
the buffet and silent auction, the annual meeting 
and buffet, the awards banquet and auction. I 
even sat in for a while on the BEC meeting. While 
I am not a fan of meetings (I think I have had my 
fill during my professional career) I did appreciate 
greeting the in-coming and out-going officers of 
the club and the committee chairs. The 
information on the upcoming specialties was good 
to have. I was impressed with the volunteer hours 
devoted to the club by its members. I was 
surprised to learn how really rare the breed is. I 
was blown away by the knowledge and 
experience of the IWSCA members and their 
willingness to share and support each other. I 
was struck by the devotion and care the members 
have for the breed and the health of the dogs. I 
liked the fact that everyone enjoyed themselves, 
laughed a lot and had a good time. I was pleased 
to make connections with members from my 
neighbors in Nebraska and Iowa and Minnesota. 
Maybe we will run into each other at some shows 
this year.  

—It’s more than titles and awards! Yes, the 
Parade of Title Holders was a blast. Yes, the 
awards banquet and auction were fun. Yes, the 
trophies, crystal, silver, certificates and ribbons 
were spectacular. Yes, the titles earned and won 
were meaningful and deserved. But it was the 
sense of support and devotion to the breed, along 
with a zest for fun that I took away from the 
specialty. I chose to attend the grooming session 
on Thursday afternoon, which was wonderful. But 
the spur of the moment dock diving that was 
happening at the same time looked really fun! I’ve 
never ventured into dock diving. However, in 
hindsight, I think everyone would have been 
encouraging and supportive of Gryff and me 
trying it out. Gryffin just might have had a whee of 
a time! I think I will be braver and risk trying some 
new things next time. 

—It’s so worth attending! Gryffin and I drove 
home Saturday morning, happy that we went. We 
made new friends and gained a renewed 
appreciation for this special breed. Gryff was 
great. He traveled well, liked meeting new people 
and enjoyed his own bed in the motel. I wonder 
what he thought, being surrounded by so many 
curly, brown dogs that looked just like him! He 
lived up to the moment and seemed to revel in all 
of the attention. Maybe, just maybe, we will be 
ready to participate in some obedience or 
advanced rally trials at the 2013 Specialty in 
Ohio.  

So there you have it - my thoughts on the 2012 
Specialty – my first national. It is not easy to 
successfully pull off such a big event. The 
Specialty Planning Committee hit a home run. 
From the location and the judged events - to the 
food - to the hospitality tent - to the organization 
and displays – it was wonderful. I proudly wore 
my first timer’s pin and loved purchasing IWS 
“stuff”. I felt welcomed and left with many new 
friends along with an informed appreciation for 
our wonderful breed. Gryffin left Gray Summit 
feeling like a prince . . . and I had a ball! It doesn’t 
get much better than that!  
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By Jeremy & Kim Kezer 

2012 National Specialty Good Canine Citizen 

Kim Kezer and April Barr held an AKC Canine 
Good Citizen test session at the Specialty. They 
tested 14 dogs and 12 passed! The new CGC 
dogs are: 
 
Sonny (with Peggy Chapman) 

Dublin (with April Barr) 

Reagan (with Evie Van Uden) 

Gaia (with Ruth Crocker) 

Presley (with Jim Brennan) 

Reed (with Pat Morton) 

Brinn (with Loren Ross) 

Kleo [Corgi] (with Lorna Pumphrey) 

Jackie O (with Veronica Rubin) 

Harp (with Sue Anderson) 

Caege (with Randy Bird) 

Selchie (with Jeremy Kezer) 

Jim Brennan and I assisted with holding dogs 
during the 3-minute separation test. It was a lot of 
fun and congratulations to all those who 
participated. 
 
—Jeremy & Kim 
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By Sandy Ascot  

2012 Annual Club’s Meeting Treasurer Report 
At the end of December, 2011, the club had 
$126,112 in funds. Of that $74,525 were general 
funds and $51,587 were segregated into our 
restricted funds for Rescue, Health and Genetics, 
Illustrated Standard, Thyroid Study, Breeders 
Education Committee, Best in Show Travel Fund, 
and the Legislative Fund. I have explained before 
that our general income from dues, newsletters 
ads, club merchandise sales in most years are 
not enough to cover our basic club operations. 
Over the last 15 years our loss on general 
activities has been over $40,000 but in the same 
time frame our specialty revenue has allowed our 
general account to accumulate to $74,000. I 
would like to thank all the members who 
contributed in hosting specialties, buying things 
and entering classes who made this happen. In 
addition over the last 4 years the club has been 
spared the cost of production and mailing of our 
newsletter due to the generosity of a couple of our 
members. This is a huge cost savings. 

This year member contributions were changed a 
bit on the membership renewals to allow 
members to contribute to a general specialty fund 
instead of just a specialty trophy fund. Members 
could also contribute to the club’s general fund. 
The contributions for 2012 for Rescue were about 
$1,400, for Genetics was about $1,160, for the 
2012 Specialty $1,453, for the General Fund 
$538, Legislative $459, and BEC fees of $1,600. 
In addition, the funds for the Thyroid Study were 
nearly depleted in 2010 and 3 generous members 
contributed a total of $3,000 in 2011 to restore 
funding for that project. The Illustrated Standard 
Fund, to be used for printing and distributing the 
Illustrated Standard, was originally funded several 
years ago with $5,000 from our Rescue Fund as 
this document can be used by shelters to identify 
possible IWS in their facilities. The balance in the 
Illustrated Standard Fund is currently $4,405. 

Thanks to the hard work of Debbie Bilardi and 
Sharon Moreland and their 2011 Specialty 
committees, and the generosity and participation 
of our members, the 2011 National Specialty has 
been able to add $11,787.62 to our general fund. 
Attached is a financial report for the 2011 
Specialty showing how all those numbers came 
together. 
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By Sandy Ascot  

2011 Specialty Financial Report /  

2011 Financial Statement 

2011 SPECIALTY FINANCIAL REPORT   
Category 
Subtotals   

Trophies- medallions -942.80 -942.80 Trophy expense 

Trophy Donation of trophies*   

*Silver pieces for 
trophies were donat-
ed by a member of 
the club 

Trophy donations from members   see below 

        

Agility Donation 800.00   

Agility entries 295.00   

Agility Judge -436.77   

Agility Equip -400.00   

Agility signs and toys -49.33   

Agility AKC fee -100.00 108.90 Agility Net 

        

Rally Entries 90.00   

Rally AKC fee -100.00   

Obedience Entries 205.00   

Obedience and Rally  Judge -210.00 -15.00 
Rally and Obedi-
ence Net 

        

Conformation entries 1,500.00   

Sweeps money -193.25 1,306.75 Conformation Net 

        

Parade Entries 330.00 330.00 Parade Entries 

        

Ribbons -918.37   

AKC show fees -15.00   

AKC show fees -238.00   

Superintendent fees -680.51   

Ring Equipment -200.00   

Ring Stewart -75.00   

Inn Marin- site rental -2,725.00   

Marin Humane Society-site rental -865.00   

Permit fee for Marin Inn -250.00   

Tent Rental -1,685.00 -7,651.88   

        

Catalog sales 2,400.00   

Catalog Ads 3,005.00   

Catalog cost -2,036.66   
Catalog refund from superintendent 504.00 3,872.34 Catalogs 
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2011 Specialty Financial Report / 2011 Financial Statement—continued 

        

WC Entries 210.00   

WC Plaques -208.00   

WC Site -200.00   

WC Judges expenses -77.96   

WC Judges gifts -165.00   

WC gunners gifts -200.00   

WC pigeons -245.00   

WC popper shells -9.00   

WC  postage expense -9.90   

WC luggage tags -220.00 -1,124.86 WC/WCX net 
        

Bird Dog match entries 291.35   

Bird Dog match toys -62.75 228.60 Bird dog net 
        

Meals Income 8,514.00   

Meals Expense -7,507.57 1,006.43 Meals Net 
        

Hospility Donation 500.00   

Hospility expense -537.86   

Hospitality Goody Bags LED lights -174.39 -212.25 Hospitality Net 
        

Fundraising xmas cards -272.69   

Fundraising notecards -74.05   

Fundraising tees Expense -792.92   

Fundraising-Misc 365.50   

Fundraising-tees 836.80   

Funddraising-Celtic 363.00   

Fundraising-Logo 1,916.00   

Fundraising-Ornaments 39.00   

Fundraising-Notecards 125.00   

Fundraising-Restaurant Raffle 400.00   

Fundraising-Lisa Shaw Reading 320.00   

Fundraising-Quilt Raffle 765.00   

Fundraising-yacht raffle 300.00   

Fundraising-Postage Income 396.13   

Fundraising-Postage expense -445.36   

Fundraising-Ebay items 926.50   

Fundraising-Ebay postage income 197.00   

Fundraising-refunds -78.00   

Fundraising-tags 5.00 5,291.91 Fundraising Net 
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2011 Specialty Financial Report / 2011 Financial Statement—continued 

        

Live Auction 6,652.00   

Live Auction-item purchase -185.00 6,467.00 Live Auction Net 

Silent Auction 1,626.00 1,626.00 Silent Auction Net 

        
Postage expenses -44.33 -44.33 Postage Expenses 

        
Specialty donation 520.00 520.00 Specialty donation 

        
Seminar-speaker hotel room-Dr. Fran Smith -125.44 -125.44 Seminar expenses 

        

2011 Specialty Net before trophy donations 10,641.37 10,641.37 Subtotal 

     

Trophies donations from membership renewals 1,146.25 1,146.25  

2011 Specialty Net 11,787.62 11,787.62 Proof 
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By Jeremy Kezer 

2012 National Specialty WC/WCX 

The hot weather we had over the weekend broke and we had beautiful weather yesterday for the WC/
WCX—in the 70's with lots of sun and gentle breezes. The WC/WCX was held at Horse Shoe Lake 
State Park in Illinois. We had an all-star, all-member panel of judges, with Susan Saracino and Jim 
Brennan judging the WCX and Mary Reich and Elissa Kirkegard judging WC. 

For the WCX, we had eight dogs run and three qualified: Galli (Elissa Kirkegard), Cain (Mary Reich), 
and Gunner (Hyla Mendelow). For the WC, we had ten dogs running and six qualified: Emma (Lonnie 
Sparkes), Ace (Hyla Mendelow), Nuala (Margot Nielson), Beckett (Tim Connor), Glider (Stephanie 
O'Reilly), Presley (Jim Brennan). 

All of the qualifiers received some nice goodies in addition to their duck bands and ribbons. Emily Pikul 
presented the qualifiers with IWS-themed coasters, and Cathy Sproat donated a bottle of "Decoy" wine 
to whomever the judges felt had the best water entry (WC) and best honor (WCX). For the WC, the 
winner was Pat Morton's Reed, and for the WCX, the winner was Hyla Mendelow's Gunner. 

We also had a great turnout of spectators, including a couple riding their bikes through the park who 
came and watched the WC test with us. 

All in all it was a great day, and all the dogs were enjoying the work. 

—Jeremy 
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By Hannah Loonsk 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report 

Clark (Ch MACH3 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD 
RA MXF T2B) earned his MACH4 in Pittsburg on 
June 17, 2012. He just needed a double Q and 
he had two beautiful runs. He also earned his 
Time 2 Beat (T2B) agility title on June 2, 2012. 
He is the first IWS to have earned this agility title. 
 
Ryan (Ch Whipcord Born To Fly OA AXJ OF) 
earned his breed championship on Saturday, 
May 26, 2012 at the New Castle Kennel Club 
show in Pennsylvania by winning Winner's Dog 
for a 4 point major. It was a fun group to show 
with and a beautiful entry. 

By Cynthia Rathbun 

Northeast Regional Report 

Memorial Weekend Classic, New Castle, PA 

Thursday, May 24th 
BOB/WB - Gaela, Poole's Ide It's Gaelic For 
Madcap owned by Betty Wathne 
Select - Ildanoch Anna Livia On Bloomsday 
owned by Steve & Eleanor Schultz, B Rainbolt 
and Deborah Hughes 

Friday, May 25th 
BOB/BOW/WB - Gaela, Poole's Ide It's Gaelic for 
Madcap owned by Betty Wathne for a 5 point 
major to finish her championship 
Select dog - Harp, Ch Blackthorn's Brewed With 
Tradition RN owned by Sue Anderson 
Select bitch - Ildanoch Anna Livia On Bloomsday 
owned by S & E Schultz, B Rainbolt and Deborah 
Hughes 
WD - Beaufield's Faolan Bradythebardofarmagh 
owned by Steve & Eleanor Schultz & Tim Foley 
for a 4 point major to finish his breed 
championship 
RWD - Nawedshoe IM Live Free Or Die owned 
by Cynthia Rathbun 

Saturday, May 26th 
BOB - Harp, Ch Blackthorn's Brewed With 
Tradition RN owned by Sue Anderson 
BOS/BOW/WB - Eddy, Navarone's Absolutely 
Fabulous owned by Laurel Baglia, Evelyn M Van 
Uden & Paul Von Bacho (5 point major) 
Select dog - Sonny, Ch Nawedshoe Dawns early 
Lite O Freedom owned by Peggy Chapman 

Select bitch - Gaela, Poole's Ide It's Gaelic for 
Madcap owned by Betty Wathne  
WD - Ryan, Whipcord Born To Fly OA AXJ OF 
for a 4 point major to finish his breed 
championship 
RWD - I.M. Navarone's Mr Bean owned by 
Carolyn Archer & Evelyn M Van Uden 
RWB - Tequilla, Nawedshoe's All That and A 
Worm Too owned by Karen Mulkearn & R James 
Rubin 

Sunday, May 27th 
BOB - Sonny, Ch Nawedshoe Dawns early Lite O 
Freedom owned by Peggy Chapman 
BOS - Select bitch - Gaela, Poole's Ide It's Gaelic 
for Madcap owned by Betty Wathne  
Select dog - Harp, Ch Blackthorn's Brewed With 
Tradition RN owned by Sue Anderson 
Select bitch - Ildanoch Anna Livia On Bloomsday 
owned by S & E Schultz, B Rainbolt and Deborah 
Hughes 
BOW/WB - Eddy, Navarone's Absolutely 
Fabulous owned by Laurel Baglia, Evelyn M Van 
Uden & Paul Von Bacho for a 3 point major 
WD - Nawedshoes National Treasure owned by 
Sue Anderson for a 3 point major 
RWD - Nawedshoe IM Live Free Or Die owned 
by Cynthia Rathbun 
RWB - Tequilla, Nawedshoe's All That and A 
Worm Too owned by Karen Mulkearn & R James 
Rubin 

Clark 
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Northeast Regional Report—continued 

Laurel Baglia is proud to announce that Ch Irish 

Mist’s Little Mermaid, RN, NJP, JH (“Ariel”) 

earned her Novice Preferred Jumpers agility title 

at the Western Lakes trial in Amherst, New York 

the weekend of June 9th.  

By Susan Sarracino-Deihl 

Midwest Regional Report 

Summer is in full swing in the Midwest. In the 
past few months Midwesterners have been busy 
with their Irishers. 

IWSCA National Specialty 

The specialty in early May was fabulous. Weather 
was great, the show site was outstanding, the 
Specialty was well organized. It was great to see 
old friends again. Many thanks to Greg Johnson 
and Lynn Musgrave and their whole team who 
put on such a lovely specialty! 

The Midwest dogs were well represented.  

Conformation: 

Congratulations to Deb Patterson and Ch Poole’s 
Ide Corteo du Tidemark on his BOS. In addition, 
Ildanoch Anna Livia on Broadway owned by S 
Schultz/E Schultz/B Rainbolt/D Hughes won the 
Open Bitch class and Winners Bitch to finish her 
Ch. What a nice way to finish a Ch! 

Ruth Crocket’s young girl Chantico’s Rising Tide 
took 2nd in the Open Bitch class and Reserve. 

Other Midwest dogs who did well were D’Locks 
the Game Keeper’s Son owned by Lynn 
Musgrave 1st in Puppy Dogs 6 – 9 months, 
Beaufield Faolan Brady the Bard of Armagh  
owned by E Schultz/S Schultz/T Foley took 3rd in 
the Open Dog class, Realta’s 0 to 60 in a Red 
Hot Second owned by S Lezar wond the Novice 
Class and Realta’s Zoom Zoom Zoom owned by 
N Walden took the Amateur-Owner-Handler 
class.  

Obedience: 

Ch Whistlestop Winds of Change VCD1 CDX OA 
NAJ owned by Deb Nezgoda went High in Trial 
with his 1st place in Open B. Deb did you retire 
the HIT trophy!?! 

Taoide Magic on Scuppernong BN WC owned by 
Pat Morton earned 1st place in the Novice B 
class. 

Field: 

Archwave Another Cain CDX JH WCX owned by 
Mary Reich passed the WCX test.  

Conformation News: 

CH’s: We have two new Ch’s in the Midwest. Ch 
Ildanoch Anna Livia on Broadway S Schultz/E 
Schultz/B RAINBOLT/D Hugh finished her Ch at 
the specialty while Beaufield Faolan Brady the 
Bard of Armagh owned by E Schultz/S Schultz/T 
Foley finished his Ch at the Memorial Day shows 
in PA. 

MO Show: In addition to the specialty, Ruth 
Crocker’s young girl Chantico Rising Tide went 
WB at the Spirit of the Heartland KC on May 5th 
and the Jefferson County KC of Missouri on May 
6th. 

PA Shows: In Pennsylvania at the Memorial Day 
circuit, Ch Beaufield Faolan Brady the Bard of 
Armagh owned by E Schultz/S Schultz/T Foley 
finished his Ch on May 25. 

Madison, WI: May 5 & 6 

May 5, 2012 j: Mr Gary Anderson 

Dogs: 

BBE  1W/BW/BB  Muddy Waters Risky Business 
o: Sarah Shanahan 

Open Dogs: 1R  Archwave Another Cain CDX JH 
o: Mary Reich 

Bitches:  

AOH  1W/OS  Archwave A Shot Of Irish Mist o: 
Sarah Roth 
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Midwest Regional Report—continued 

BBE  1R  Archwave A Run On The Beach 
o: Carol Hess  

BOB competition 

SEL  CH Catanka Into The Woods 
o: Ruth Bruskiewitz 

May 6, 2012 j: Mrs Sari Brewster Tietjen 

Dogs: 

BBE  1W/BW/BB  Muddy Waters Risky Business 
o: Sarah Shanahan 

Bitches:  

AOH  1W  Archwave A Shot Of Irish Mist 
o: Sarah Roth 

BBE  1R  Archwave A Run On The Beach 
o: Carol Hess  

BOB competition 

OS  CH Catanka Into The Woods 
o: Ruth Bruskiewitz 

Fond du Lac, WI shows April 21 & 22 

April 21: J: Mr Kenneth Buxton 

BBE  1/W/B  Muddy Waters Risky Business 

Open Dog:  1R  Archwave Another Cain JH CDX 

April 22: j: Mrs Donna Buxton 

BBE  1/W/B  Muddy Waters Risky Business 

Open Dog:  1R  Archwave Another Cain JH CDX 

Field: 

Midwest IWS have been very busy in the field in 
the past few months. As reported earlier, Mary 
Reich’s Archwave Another Cain CDX JH WCX 
earned his WCX at the National Specialty. 

In June, two IWS bred and co-owned by 
Rosemary Sexton, CH Realta's One Tough 
Cookie CD RN SH co-owned with Jill Raes and 
HR Realta's Malarkey SH co-owned with Josh 
Skolnick both earned their SH’s in the Pacific 
Northwest. And Rosemary’s girl Realta’s 
NeverEnding Story “Auryn” earned two Senior 
passes at hunt tests on May 20th and June 2nd. 

Pat Morton has had her young boy “Reed” in 
Junior work and earned two Junior passes at hunt 
tests in WI on June 9 and June 16. 

The weekend of June 17 & 18 UKC Ch 
Aquashores Saracen Falling Waters earned two 
passes for her JHU. At the same tests her father 
Ch, UKC GrCH SHR Saracen Blue Thunder on 
the Marsh CD JH WC earned two passes for his 
MHU. Both are owned by Susan Sarracino-Deihl 
and Robert Deihl. 

Lastly, my Katie sends congratulations to Joe 
Quinn and Loura Wade on Katie’s mom’s MH - 
Ch Realta’s A Field Star Named Desire MH! 
Congratulations to Rosemary on breeding such 
lovely working dogs. 

Hats off to all of the fine working IWS and their 
hard working owners!! 

IWS Get Together 

The Midwest group is planning on a get-together 
at the shows in MN the last weekend of August. 
Anyone and everyone is welcome!  
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By Colleen McDaniel 

Northwest Regional Report 

Do we love the new point schedule or what??!!?? 
We can actually get majors again in this area. 
The first benefactor of the lower numbers needed 
was Mary Marter with her boy Hogan. She could 
not make it to the Puyallup dog show weekend 
last weekend but entered her boy and sent him 
down with the promise that the folks here would 
help get him ready for the ring or whatever she 
needed. Saturday was the only day the major 
held but Mr. Hogan got his second major! This is 
such a different outcome from the last time 
Hogan was here for Puyallup in January. Mary 
left those shows feeling very down as her boy 
had tweaked something and it was obviously 
bothering him. Martha Jordan did some bodywork 
on him and gave Mary some ideas on what might 
need to be done to get him back to his bubbly 
self. Mary sought help when she got him home 
and this story has a happy ending. He looked 
VERY nice in the ring on Saturday when 
competing for the points. There will be two days 
the end of this month that the entry is a five point 
major in boys if they all show up. Hogan will be 
there and one of those wins would finish him. 

CALENDARS: (From Colleen Morgan) Please 
include in your report that work on the 2013 
calendar is commencing. Invite people to look at 
the photos they have taken of their IWS and 
submit them to me at 
c.morgan.home@comcast.net. They can drop me 
a note or call me at 206-524-4841 if they have 
any questions. We would really like to get photos 
right away, preferably before August, so, please 
don't put it off. We look forward to hearing from 
folks. 

And things continue to be happening in the field. 
Christine reports that Riki got his WCX in April 
and his SHU in May. Versatile. Joey got two more 
Master passes and needs two to finish his MH. 
Fingers are crossed that he can complete it this 
summer. Littermates Nessa (owned by Misalyn) 
and my Harry both completed their JH titles and 
are both headed for the obedience ring (as coats 
were cut WAY DOWN for field work and the 
conformation ring is a distance dream at this 
point). We have a new SH as Jill’s Emmy 
completed her title this month. And Jim’s Presley 
got his WC (and CGC) at the National and came 
home and earned his JHU and got his first SHU 

leg that same weekend. And Russ and Patrice’s 
Cooper completed his JHU.  

Russ had to handle Cooper as Patrice has taken 
on the role of super grandmother. She not only 
was here for a week while Tooey whelped her ten 
pups but she has been here every weekend 
watching the babies grow. Her blog has been 
fantastic in keeping everyone informed of how 
those pups are changing.  

This past weekend Patrice came up to see the 
pups and Tooey but also attended (along with 
Martha Jordan and myself) a ladies handling 
seminar for field. It was loaded with great 
information and lots of opportunities to learn. 
There were about 25 ladies and the men only 
showed up to bring food, cook or help with the 
heavy equipment. I highly recommend any 
women interested in competing in field to attend 
one if they have one in your area. 

The downside of the ladies seminar is that it was 
the same weekend as the annual combined IWS/
Vizsla Match. This year the BOB IWS was Brynn 
handled by Loren. Moss got BOS. Martha was 
busy dividing her time between being at the 
match to do obedience with both Moss and 
Grommit and attending the seminar. She 
managed to get it all done!  

I don’t believe we have any new obedience titles 
but I am happy to report that Loren finished 
Brynn’s RN. She got her first leg at the National 
earning a second place. She completed the last 
two legs at Puyallup.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the local 
specialty in August. I hope many of you are 
planning your costumes and will come and 
compete! 

 

mailto:c.morgan.home@comcast.net
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By Liz Liddle 

Southwest Regional Report 

Conformation 

Our little star of the Southwest GCH Whistle 
Stop's Wind on the Water has really pounded 
down some group placements since the last 
newsletter. Bella is out of Keegan, GCH Poole's 
Ide Got Water, RN and Moriah, CH Whistle Stop's 
The Wind Moriah, CD RA JH, owned by Michelle 
Cummings and bred by Stacy Duncan and 
Colleen McDaniel. 

Bella is loving the show ring and giving Amy 
Rutherford, her handler, all she's got. Bella's got a 
lot ahead of her as she will just be turning 3 in 
July. We are so very proud of her! 

BOB Grp 1, 4/22 Chief Solano KC, Judge Carl 
Anderson 

BOB Grp 4, 5/5 Intermountain KC, Judge Linda 
More 

AOM—IWSCA National Specialty 

BOB Grp 4, 5/12 Camelia Capital KC, Judge 
James Covey 

BOB Grp 3, 5/13 Santa Cruz KC, Judge 
Jeannette McGinnis 

BOB Grp 2, 5/31 Butte County KC, Judge Virginia 
Lyne 

BOB Grp 1, 6/1 Butte County KC, Judge Dana 
Cline 

BOB Grp 2, 6/2 Shasta KC, Judge Richard 
Beauchamp 

BOB Grp 2, 6/3 Shasta KC, Judge Jon Cole 

Agility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morgan and Jenna Conrad, owners of "Boomer" 
Whistlestop Buckaroo Boomer NA NJP OF NFP, 
(Bob'n X Bogey), had taken a little time off from 
Agility but are back at it as of May. Morgan can 
best tell the story: 

Team Boomer was back in action last weekend at 
Casa de Fruita near Gilroy CA. 

This year we are running in "preferred," where the 
jumps are lower, 20" instead of 24". Partly ‘cuz I 
was frustrated with him running so well and fast 
and enthusiastically, but knocking down one bar 
per run. And partly cause he turned 6 years old 
and, in the long run, this will allow him to run and 
love the sport for a couple of extra years. We are 
doing way better at 20". 

On Saturday, despite a fall by his handler (me!) 
on the damp grass, he had a very nice run and 
came in second in Nov JWW. In Open FAST we 
were a bit sloppy at the start which cost a few 
points and seconds, but he got the "send" and a 
first place. I *think* that is his 2nd FAST leg, but it 
might actually be his third—need to check. Novice 
STD almost made it 3-for-3, but he "popped" the 
dog walk, leaving too early because there was a 
nice wonderful tunnel just ahead. :-) Everything 
else was fine. 

On Sunday, we tried the fairly new game "Time 
To Beat," where most of the dogs are at the more 
advanced "excellent" level. He knocked one bar 
on an extremely fast, tight section where many 
other dogs faltered. And he popped out at the 
10th weave pole, another reasonably common 
fault for many dogs. To my surprise, many of the 
excellent dogs had off courses at one tough area 
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Southwest Regional Report—continued 

where Boomer did fine. So he didn't Q but I think 
his time and performance was respectable. 

We had a great, fast, clean Nov JWW run, 
earning a blue ribbon, many nice compliments, 
and his title! So next brag you'll be hearing about 
him in Open JWW. 

Congratulations to Morgan, Jenna and Boomer! 
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IWSCA Specialty Questionnaire 

 

We have attended an extremely nice 2012 National specialty. The Facility 

was awesome, the events were well done and lots of ribbons were given to 

deserving teams. Getting to visit with friends, old and new, and see so many 

wonderful examples of our breed doing neat things was very enjoyable and 

exciting!!  

As there always are, there were thoughts that run though our minds at 

various times during our Specialties: “...Wow, it would have been nice if someone had done xxx”—

OR ... “Geez, I wish they had added ___” –OR—I LOVED ” OR—“This made me feel so special”— 

Well… You get the idea!! Everyone who works on specialties truly wants to make it the “Best 

Experience” for all attendees. All planning discussions include the words…”... people would like” this 

or that.  

The 2012 IWSCA Board wants to gather membership information and feedback regarding National 

Specialty events, in order to make our future events even better. Here is a questionnaire we would 

encourage you to take a few minutes to answer a few questions and possibly, take a few more minutes to 

“talk with us” by making comments, if you choose, about your experience at IWSCA specialties.  

Please keep in mind the AKC requires, as the parent club, we hold an annual national specialty show. In 

Article 1, Section 2, of the current IWSCA constitution, objective 5 is “to conduct … specialty shows, 

and any companion and performance events in which AKC offers titles for IWS…” 

 

How many IWS do you own? ___________ 

Tell us what other AKC breeds you may have? __________________________________ 

Do you attend National Specialties for your other breed (s)?  YES    NO    Not Applicable  

How many IWS Nationals have you attended? _____ Your other breed(s) ____________________ 

Would you list activities held at other Nationals you feel would add to the enjoyment of our IWSCA 

National?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What AKC activities do you participate in with your IWS?   

 
 

 Hunt Tests  Obedience  Rally  Agility 

 Field Trials  WC/WCX  Flyball  CGC 

 Freestyle  Conformation  Dock Diving  Therapy Dog 

 Tracking  Lure Coursing  Nose work  Jr. Showmanship 

 Search/Rescue  Drug Detection  Other__________________________. 
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List any other non-AKC activities or non-traditional activities you participate in with your IWS. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Using Percentages please indicate how you travel to a specialty (Example: 30% drive, 70% Fly). 

Fly_______ Drive_______ 

Please give us an idea of how geographical location impacts how you decide to attend a specialty or not: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you do not attend the specialty, what might entice you to go? 

 Nothing   Cheaper   Other_________________________ 

 

When you attend specialties, do you attend: 

 WITH your IWS  WITHOUT your IWS  Sometimes WITH & sometimes WITHOUT your IWS 

 

The rotation of the National Specialty follows a general “rotation” through the 6 regions of the US, but it 

is dependent on bidding process by interested groups. The potential alternate option would be to have a 

central, fixed location where the specialty is held each year. Which do you favor? 

 Rotation   One location 

 

Along the same lines, would you please tell us whether having additional points available by having a 

regional specialty OR shows prior to or following a National Specialty affect your decision to attend a 

National.  

 Somewhat   Heavily   Not at all 

What would you prefer? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How long do you think the specialty should be? 

 Just Right As Is  Longer   Three Days   Four Days 

 

How many opportunities to earn conformation breed points at the specialty and supported shows do you 

think would be ideal? 

 Once @ Specialty 

 Twice — specialty & regional specialty 

 Three times — specialty, regional specialty + 1 

 Four or more times — specialty, regional specialty + 2 or more shows 

 

Currently, the judge for the National Specialty is chosen by the host committee. Would you like to see 

the Membership participate in selection of the judge?  YES    NO    Not Applicable 
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We have held the WC/WCX prior to and after the Specialty. What is your preference? 

 Before   After   No Preference 

 

From the options listed below, please rank your prioritization of reasons you attend a National. 

 
 

Indicate how you feel regarding the IWSCA’s focus on our National Specialty? 

 Appropriate Level   Not enough   Excessive 

 

The National Specialty is the major Income source for the IWSCA and thus the financial success or 

failure of the National impacts numerous decisions related to overall offerings at the event as well as 

“perks” provided. Would you be willing to pay a registration fee to attend a specialty to offset general 

expenses? 

 YES    NO 

 

If so, what would you see as an acceptable fee? __________________ 

 

Would you personally be willing to sponsor a hospitality room so we could have hospitality every 

evening at Host Hotel?  

 YES    NO 

 

Would you be willing to give up some things and have a more pared down Specialty? 

 YES    NO 

 

Do you see any potential for Regional Membership Meetings to be held at the National Specialty? 

 YES    NO 

 

Do you attend the entire specialty as a general rule? 

 YES    NO 

 

If No, what issues impact this decision the most? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you had the ability to change anything about the National, what would that be? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Points or awards______ Support IWSCA______ Socialization Aspects______ 

Search for stud dog______ Participate in events other than conformation______ 

IWS Educational Aspects______ Health Clinics______ Networking______ 

To attend the General Membership Meeting______ Other______ 
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MORE GENERAL OPINION POLL:  

 

Would you help IWSCA prioritization by listing below 3 areas or agendas you would like the club to 

focus on: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please share any thoughts on fundraising ideas for the IWSCA General fund? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

   Once Done, Please Send the Survey by mail to Patricia Welch and Helen Howard: 
 

   Helen Howard    Patricia A. Welch 

    1865 Woodlawn Road   1164 East Shore Drive 

    Covington, GA 30014-8878  Ithaca, NY 14850 

    770-784-1474    607-272-2023 

    HelenHow@bellsouth.net  pwelch@twcny.rr.com 

 

 

mailto:HelenHow@bellsouth.net
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 By Annette Mora 

Random Expression 

Is White Space a Bad Thing? 

MA DNESS 

—It so Takes an Irish Water Spaniel Village 

Dear aDobe ‘n Microsoft:  forM a uniteD front 

G ratitude 

L O V E 
& 

S U P P O R T 
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