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Spaniels; to do all possible to promote their natural 
abilities & qualities; 

(b) To encourage the organization of independent local IWS 
clubs in the localities where there are sufficient IWS 
fanciers to meet the requirements of the American 
Kennel Club;  

(c) To urge members & breeders to accept the standard of 
the breed as approved by AKC as the only standard of 
excellence by which IWS shall be judged;  

(d) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interest 

in the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at 
dog shows, field trials, obedience trials and tracking tests; 
to do all possible to further the use of the Irish Water 
Spaniel as a hunting dog;  

(e) To conduct sanctioned matches, specialties, field and 

obedience trials and tracking tests under the rules and 
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Household membership $40  
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86 High Street 
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By Jim Rubin 

After more than 
three years of 
painstaking 
work, the Board 
has voted to 
send the 
recommended 
changes to our 
Constitution and 
By-Laws to the 
Membership for 
ratification. 
Among other 
things, these 
changes 
expand our 
Board, stager 
our terms of 

office and lay the foundation for important future 
IWSCA growth and capability. We hope you will 
vote to accept them. 

We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to the 
Constitution and By-Laws Committee and their 
Chair: Lynn Musgrave, Greg Johnson, Dana 
Louttit, Debbie Bilardi, Kim Kezer, and Jack 
McDaniel. Thank you for all your hard work. 
Please see Lynn’s article discussing the changes 
in more detail, later in this Newsletter. 

Dr. Elaine Ostrander, Ph.D., leader of the Dog 
Genome project at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), has agreed to map the IWS 
genome. I’m convinced this will be a huge benefit 
to our dogs by putting them at the forefront of 
genetic research throughout the world and 
helping us access leading treatments and 
knowledge. Dr. Laurel Baglia, Ph.D., Chair of 
our Health and Genetics (H&G) Committee is 
leading our effort. Dr. Ostrander has also agreed 
to speak at next year’s 75

th
 Anniversary Specialty 

in Ohio to tell us what she and her team will have 
learned about IWS. So make your plans to attend 
this very special Specialty, now. 

Our wonderful dogs continue to excel from coast 
to coast—and across the Atlantic—through 
exploring both new (see the Upland and other 
Field work discussed later in this Fall Hunting 
Edition) and old venues including Agility wins, 

titles and qualifications, and Best in Shows, 
group wins and placements. In some cases, 
success seems to be a “family affair.”  

Jen and Liz Weaver both qualified for the 
USDAA Cynosport Nationals, Jen with both Brag 
and Dare, and Liz with Quasi. Liz also qualified 
half-sisters Quasi and Toro for the AKC Agility 
Invitational. Stephanie O'Reilly qualified for the 
Agility Invitational as well, with two half-siblings, 
Clark and Glider. This dynasty comes from 
Stephanie's Scout, very likely the most titled dog 
in our breed, with a MACH, 4 PACHs and a 
NATCH in Agility, among her many other titles, 
and will no doubt soon be joined at national 
competitions by Ryan, also owned and trained by 
Stephanie and out of Scout's daughter Liberty, a 
dog who has made history herself by winning an 
Agility Warrant (Silver) in England, the first and 
only IWS to do so. Clark just picked up Master 
Century (MXC) and MACH 4 titles, the first IWS 
to earn these awards. Glider continues work 
toward her MACH. The Keegan-Moriah litter bred 
by Colleen McDaniel and Stacy Duncan, 
Annah, Riley, Claire, Merlin and Bella are equally 
amazing. Claire was the first IWS to take a Best 
in Show in Sweden since 1978. Annah won our 
national following in the paw prints of her father 
with Riley and Bella receiving Awards of Merit. 
Two months earlier, Merlin got the successes 
rolling by winning the Group at Crufts. 
Congratulations to breeders and owners alike, for 
records to be cherished; some we may not see 
again. Thanks for such terrific breed promotion. 

Dan Sayers, after years of writing our column in 
the AKC Gazette, is stepping down. Our Gazette 
column was one of those wonderful things that 
just appeared, perfectly written, technically 
accurate, and balanced. Regardless of the topic, 
Dan always enlightened us. He would cover 
issues from appearance to health to 
temperament and performance. His immense 
love and understanding of our breed was clear in 
every piece. Thanks Dan. No single person could 
replace him. But Colleen McDaniel has formed 
a Committee (currently Patrice Dodd and Jill 
Brennan with Emily Pikul as their Board 
Liaison). They have published their first article. 

President’s Message 

September-October 2012 
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Please give it a read and let them know what you 
think.  

You may have already noticed, with this edition of 
the Newsletter, the front and back covers are no 
longer paid ads. There are still plenty of 
advertising opportunities within the Newsletter. 
But with the growing success and size of the 
Newsletter, we need to use the cover space to 
help organize the editions with headlines and 
themes. Please see Annette Mora’s (Editor) 
comments later in this Newsletter and keep 
passing her your articles and ideas. 

August’s warm weather redefined the Dog-Days 
of Summer for IWS. Easterners from Maine to 
Florida gathered to celebrate their first Regional 
Specialty. It was fantastic. Five days of 
conformation, punctuated by drinks and food 
around the pool, a silent auction, grooming, 
meeting new friends and shopping. I’m sure next 
year will be even better. Out West, IWSCOPS 
and the Canadian National Clubs gathered. Their 
events were marked by Gun Dog and PeeWee 
Matches, along with the usual western hospitality 
and camaraderie. Despite some scheduling 
conflicts, attendance was high and a good time 
was had by all. Congratulations to all the 
participants and winners. Thanks to those who 
made these wonderful events possible—
especially, Karen and Rick Mulkearn who put 
the inaugural Virginia Specialty together. 

This year looks to be our last Wine Country for a 
while. The Northeast wants to move the 
Supported Entry to a new location. Entries will 
have closed by the time this Newsletter reaches 

you. But entered or not, consider stopping by 
Sampson State Park, Romulus, New York, 
September 27th-30

th
. The IWS-family has had 

many happy memories at these shows and we 
owe most of them to four members: Mary Su & 
Richard Turner, Pat Welch and her mother 
Jean Gallagher Welch. Pat and Jean before her 
have made sure the Kennel Clubs remember the 
water spaniels. Mary Su and Richard have 
hosted us at “Loop 5” and regardless of rain, 
snow, mud or beautiful, crisp autumn days, 
guaranteed there was plenty of food and a warm, 
welcoming campfire where conversations started 
early and lasted into the wee hours. A yearlong 
labor of love, trophies and awards were always 
well done and donated by the Turners. Thank 
you very much. 

Ellen MacDonald and Marilyn Cantrell will lead 
this year’s Meet The Breeds at the Javits Center 
in New York City, October 20

th
 and 21

st
. Last year 

was really fun; see the article later in this 
Newsletter. The success of this event hinges on 
our pet-members. For the personality of our dogs 
to be seen by the public, we need lots of dogs; its 
hard work standing on a grooming table and 
greeting/kissing all those passers-by. This is a 
great opportunity for pet members to help the 
club and meet others in the breed. Please let 
Ellen or Marilyn know when you can bring your 
IWS by our booth.  

President’s Message—continued 
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Secretary’s Report 

By Emily Pikul 

By Evelyn M. Van Uden 

• Laurel Baglia has gathered her group of dogs 
for the NIH DNA testing. But if you have any 
other dogs that you think might qualify for the 
trial, please contact Laurel.  

• The New England area is looking for a new 
place for its second specialty in the next coming 
years. If you have any ideas or would like to lend 
a hand, please let the NE Regional Rep Cynthia 
Rathbun know.  

• Lynn Musgrave and the CB&L Committee are 
on some of their last reviews with AKC on the 
Constitution and By-Laws. When AKC has 
reviewed it, the board will look at it and then 
approve it and send it out to the membership to 
vote on.  

• We have a few job openings in the club. 
Judges Education Coordinator, Webmaster and 
Merchandise Coordinator. If you have an interest 
in any of these jobs, please let me know. 
iwscasecretary@yahoo.com 

• National Specialty questionnaire has been sent 
out to the members and will be ending soon. Pat 
Welch and Helen Howard are coordinating it if 
there are any questions. There will be a reminder 
sent out soon as to the end date of the survey.  

• An advertiser’s agreement has been put 
together by Jeremy Kezer for the national 
website. This agreement is for advertising as a 
breeder on the national website. The finishing 
touches are being voted on soon and will be out 
to the membership.  

• A Best Junior trophy is in the works for the 
national specialty. If you have any ideas or would 
like to work with me, feel free to send me an 
email. Pikulemily@yahoo.com 

Delegate’s Report 

As our Club approaches the 75th anniversary, it 
is fitting that we reflect on our Constitution and 
By-Laws. I would like to thank Lynn Musgrave 
and her committee for all the time and effort that 
they have put into the changes needed to bring 
us up to date with today’s needs. 

The AKC has approved the changes and now it 
is up to the membership to review and approve 
the changes. It is important that we all take the 
time to read and understand the changes. It is 
very well done and hopefully will be approved in 
a timely manner. 

The AKC has implemented the four to six month 
puppy competition. There are more exhibitors 
taking advantage of this new class. This is a 
great way for clubs to introduce themselves to 
new puppy owners. This is a great chance for 
clubs to embrace new people to join their clubs 
and learn more about the sport of pure bred 
dogs. The puppies get the opportunity to be 
socialized and to develop confidence and 
stability. There are no points awarded but it is a 

win-win opportunity for people new to the sport 
and young puppies. 

Another new venue for "all breeds" is Lure 
Coursing. Last summer we had an opportunity to 
see this sport in action. It has been a long 
standing sport for sight hounds but now open to 
all breeds. It is a blast to watch and I think the 
Irish Water Spaniel can give some of those sight 
hounds a "run" for their money. It is a lot of fun 
and really does not appear to require a lot of 
training. The only drawback is you need to have 
a good "catcher" at the end of the course 
because they want to keep going. Would be fun 
to see this at a Specialty. 

I would like to thank Betty Wathne for her service 
as Chairman of the Judges Education 
Committee. Betty has served the Club in many 
ways and at this time she feels she needs to 
step down. We need to find a replacement to for 
this position. It requires good organizational 
skills and an excellent knowledge of the breed. If 



September-October, 2012 ♦ 7 ♦ IWSCA  

 

Delegate’s Report—continued 

anyone feels they would like to be considered, 
please let the Board know.  

Once again I would like to remind our breeders to 
make sure "all" your puppies are registered. 
Remember AKC needs you to be able to continue 
to hold events and provide us with all the services 
they offer. If you are eligible to be a "Breeder of 
Merit," you should do so. It is a credit to you and 
your breed club.  

For those who are not "showing" their IWS you 
might want to consider having your dog become a 

Therapy Dog. These dogs visit folks in nursing 
homes, hospitals and schools. One of my favorite 
memories of my dog Echo was having her go to 
our local school and have the kids read to her. 
She would roll over on her back and take it all in. 
You will be amazed at the benefits. The kids learn 
to appreciate the animals and even the most shy 
child feels a sense of accomplishment in reading 
out loud to the dog. 

Any questions please feel free to contact me.  
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By Susanne Hogan 

Water Spaniels with Experience 

Over the past year, I have been mildly surprised 
to see a number of IWS subjected to poor living 
conditions, then moved into Rescue situations 
because of the economic situation of their 
families. Ultimately, with the dogs that I have 
seen, the families opted to surrender the IWS to a 
shelter or family for future care as they could no 
longer ensure that care for themselves, much less 
their dog. In each case, the dogs were 
underweight with the need for health care and 
grooming. In my experience, this is a new event 
in the IWS community and merits at least a 
mention.  

The current economic downturn in the United 
States does have an impact on our dogs and our 
community. This has been eye-opening for me 
and I believe we all need to be conscious that, 
perhaps, our IWS in need may be more prevalent 
in local shelters than in the past. Vigilance of our 
breeders and their contractual connection to the 
IWS they place is a tremendous advantage to us 
but may not always guarantee that we can keep 
track of each IWS. Sometimes, for various 
reasons, owners do not contact the breeder to 
allow them to intercede for their dog. As I have 
identified breeders and sought them out, they 
have been very cooperative and we have worked 
together to the best interests of the IWS.  

To address some of the concerns on IWS in 
need, Rescue will be formulating an effort to 
enhance our shelter communications and reach 
out to the shelter community with sound 
information about identifying our dogs and the 
assistance Rescue can provide for them. Over 
the next few months, the Rescue Team will be 
formulating a plan and will solicit your 
participation.  

Current Activities 

Rescue has been busy with both shelter 
interactions and applicant reviews over the past 
few months. 

We assisted and placed two girls one from a 
shelter and one from a home that offered her 
shelter from a bad owner situation for the past 
year. In both circumstances, the original home 
met with economic problems that did not allow 
continued care for the Irish Water Spaniel they 
had owned since a puppy. Both girls are now 
thriving in existing IWS homes and continue to 
improve.  

IWS members in the Southeast are visiting and 
interviewing two new applicant Rescue homes. 
We hope to add them to our list of qualified 
adoption families for any Rescue IWS or to assist 
any IWS breeders who are looking to place one of 
theirs. Both homes are new to the IWS and, as 
such, Rescue likes to ensure that they are fully 
aware of IWS characteristics, activity level, and 
other considerations in volunteering to take one of 
our dogs into their families. Our support network 
is always ready to help with a home visit and we 
appreciate them greatly. 

An update from our Rescue boy in Florida from 
2010 brought news that he continues to bring joy 
to his home and has shown continued 
improvement in his initial health concerns.  

A recent contact through one of our breeders 
brought news that a Rescue puppy placed 13 
years ago succumbed to old age recently. The 
home has become so enamored with our 
wonderful Irishers that they are anxiously awaiting 

The Economy and the IWS 
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Water Spaniels with Experience—continued 

a puppy from a breeder to fill the void left by the 
loss of their Rescue IWS.  

As we included in our last IWSCA Newsletter 
column, Sally Lewis of California has agreed to 
join our Rescue efforts. We welcome her talents 
and enthusiasm. 

Introducing our new West Coast Coordinator – 
Sally Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I got my first Irish Water Spaniel, River, in 2004 

after having Setters for 35 years. I quickly found 

that these irresistible Irishers captivate and 

challenge like no other dog. Together with my 

partner, Lois MacDonald, I now have three IWS, 

including one from the first litter we bred. I am 

currently concentrating on conformation and 

agility with my girls.  

A couple of years after getting River and 

concurrently joining IWSCA, a young bitch was 

identified as a possible IWS in a Southern 

California shelter. I volunteered to go check her 

out and decided that yes, she was an Irish Water 

Spaniel although she was so matted and dirty she 

was barely recognizable. After she was spayed 

by the shelter, I picked her up and fostered her 

for a few days before shipping her up to Colleen 

McDaniel. She was so frightened that she could 

barely walk, and I called her “KD” for Kennel Dog.  

About a year later, I received photos of a lovely 

bright-eyed smiling Irisher, “Katie,” with her 

forever mom. Knowing I had been a part of that 

happy ending was one of the most rewarding 

moments of my life.  

I work as a Veterinary Technician after going 
back to school and retraining following a long 
career as an IT Project Manager for Disney. My 
life is about animals round the clock! Rescue is a 
good fit for me and I am happy to help.  

Copyright 2012 by Jeremy Kezer 
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By Annette Mora 

Hunting Up a New Look 

Having now served a full year as the point editor 
along with Lisa Shaw and the many who make 
Rat Tails a source of club news, there are not 
enough ways in which I could illustrate and 
emphasize two simple and sincere words: Thank 
You. Depending on how one measures success, 
from my vantage and perspective, measuring 
alone in dollars, returning to volunteer editors has 
saved the club a few thousand dollars in 
newsletter expenses it would otherwise have had 
to payout.   

Along with this, and as a result of the Board's 
June decision, paid advertising will not be a part 
of the front or back cover of the newsletter. We 
hope by doing so, there will be broader and more 
collaborative effort to express visually the many 
ways we are engaged with our Irish Water 
Spaniels—that which connects all. There is still 
advertising to be had. It will all be inside the 
newsletter. 

There are many ways to illustrate our love for the 
IWS. As the point editor and a club member, I 
don’t have a precise picture of what this new 
format should or ought to look like. There are lots 
of special aspects of our breed I hope we all 
share. We have veterans being exhibited in 
various venues, re-homes with amazing back 
stories, dock diving, agility, a day in the park with 
our companion, a day in the backyard, a day of 
training and much more. I see it as a continuum 
of what has already progressed with the 
newsletter. It’s organic in nature. I have been a 
member long enough—think I’m up to 14 years 
now—to appreciate the efforts of those who 
served before me on the newsletter. All I can 
really add is that it takes an Irish Water Spaniel 
Village to make content happen. And if you see 
or desire content that has not been included, step 
up. Write. Send a submission. Hunting up content 
shouldn’t be just the job of the editor or 
Newsletter team. We need your help. 

To produce the Newsletter as a booklet we must 
develop pages in groups of 4. To keep production 
costs reasonable, we limit each edition to a 
maximum of 56 pages. Not all of our material can 
make the next edition. It’s exciting, rewarding and 
encouraging when there is a story, an article, 
waiting in the wings. Our new format may even 

allow us to better tie one Newsletter to what is 
coming next. 

For the November and December edition, a time 
of gathering comes to mind, as that time of year 
connotes. There have recently been many 
gatherings mentioned on various lists and 
electronic media sites; ideally, those should be 
covered in the Newsletter and shared with us all. 
A few recent examples: The Salem, Virginia 
Regional Specialty and Supported Entry, Madcap 
Training Camp, O’Leary’s Second IWS Splash, 
IWSCOPS Specialty Show, the upcoming Wine 
Country Show (perhaps the last for awhile)—I 
see a photo collage forming. Please submit your 
photos to me along with any depicting a 
gathering of friends, family and IWS during the 
holidays. Ya gotta have some outtakes with your 
Irish Water Spaniel during these times. Hope you 
have the inspiration. Send along to:  
iwscanewsletter@gmail.com 

With Thanks and Happy Autumn, 
Annette Mora 
IWSCA Newsletter Editor 
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By Mary Wilger 

A Rat Tale 

“A h,” he thought to himself, “here is yet 
another one.” He eyed me suspiciously. I 

had met the man I was to marry. He came with a 
dog. No problem, I thought to myself. I like dogs, 
dogs like me. And so our lives together began. 

“Hmm, how long will this one last?” There had 
been the revolving door of women before me. 
They always left, leaving just the dog and his 
master. The dog liked it this way. He thought he 
was instrumental in driving the women out. Who 
needed these two legged females? They only got 
in the way of he and the master. They crowded 
you out of bed and competed for the master’s 
attention. “Hmmmph,” he narrowed his hazel eyes 
and contemplated the squirrels in his trees. 

The dog didn’t like me nearly as much as his 
master did. He let me know, not so subtly. He 
liked to mark all my belongings. My things would 
disappear or be shredded or chewed. He seemed 
to know the items he selected would greatly 
annoy me. When I cleaned, I’d find the things that 
had been ravaged. He sat sphinx-like, watching 
as more “booty” was discovered, an impish grin 
on his face. He was still scheming. 

As I vacuumed, there would be a pile of brown 
curls that refused to budge. Slowly and 
deliberately, the rat tail high in the air, he would 
get up and move, only to circle from behind and 
mark the vacuum. 

One of his favorite maneuvers was “nosing.” 
Stealthily, he’d approach from the rear, placing a 
cold, wet snout in a strategic area of my anatomy. 
He was quick and deadly accurate. Nosings 
occurred when I was least expecting them or 
most vulnerable. 

He had no use for me other than when I provided 
food, water, or much loved walks. Occasionally, 
he’d bring a treasure such as a ball to throw for 
him. Slowly, he realized his tactics weren’t 
working. Less of my things were disappearing. 

One cold, miserable day, he escaped to tour the 
neighborhood. Sleet and wind stung any exposed 
area. He hadn’t returned. I went looking for him. 
He was stuck in the muck and ice in the 
neighbor’s pond. After all, he was a waterdog , 
never mind the season. I waded in and gently 

freed him. We were both wet and cold. He was 
tired from his struggling to get out. I carried him 
home and put him in a warm bath. He fell asleep 
in front of his favorite heater, nestled in his 
blanket. He had a smile on his face, not the 
impish one, but a satisfied smile. 

Time passed. The muzzle turned gray. Cataracts 
clouded the hazel eyes. He was content to lay 
about, sleeping. After a stroke, one side was 
weak. It was hard to walk, even to go out to the 
yard for his “tour of duty.” He often fell. It was 
time. A visit to the vet put him peacefully asleep. I 
was there, the muzzle resting gently in my lap. 
Carefully, he was wrapped in his blanket and laid 
in a dirt bed under the squirrel trees with a few 
favorite toys. 

My personal items are now safe. The vacuum still 
has a faint aroma. I’m no longer caught off guard 
by nosings. I miss my friend and companion. 
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IWSCA Family, 

AKC's Meet the Breeds in NYC will be Saturday and Sunday, October 20-21 at the Javit's Center. 
Coordinators for the IWSCA's booth this year are Ellen McDonald and Marilyn Cantrell - email and 
phone below. Check your schedules and let us know if you can participate. 

NO experience necessary! If you have an Irish Water Spaniel, are willing to show him (her) off, talk to 
the public about IWS, and/or have time to hang out...we WANT you!!! Whether you can spend a few 
hours, half a day, or the entire day, we would love for you to join us. 

What do you do? The public strolls through the rows of dogs (and cats on the other side) meeting the 
different breeds and asking questions. We will have a 20' x 10' booth with 2-3 grooming tables set up for 
the dogs "on stage" and 2-3 crates for the dogs "taking a break." Take a look at this link to see last 
year’s event: http://www.akc.org/meet_the_breeds/2011photos.html 

We had an absolutely awesome group of IWS and their "parents" last year. And, it was lots of fun! I hope 
everyone will come again!!! We also desperately need more dogs and people so it isn't too tiring for 
anyone. 

If you know of anyone with an IWS might be interested in attending with their IWS, or meeting an IWS in 
person, please tell them about this event. It is a huge party. 

Again, check your calendar and let us know if you can join us. Please let us know as soon as you can! 
Any questions, ask Ellen or Marilyn. Hope to see you in NYC! 

Best, 

Ellen and Marilyn 

ellenhillary44@gmail.com (917) 882-3872 

marilynIWSrealtor@gmail.com (703) 860-2096  

PS: If you can't make it to New York, there is always Orlando on December 15-16 for the Eukanuba 
Meet the Breeds. 

By Marilyn Cantrell 

Call for IWS in New York City, October 20-21, 2012 

http://www.akc.org/meet_the_breeds/2011photos.html
mailto:ellenhillary44@gmail.com
tel:%28917%29%20882-3872
mailto:marilynIWSrealtor@gmail.com
tel:%28703%29%20860-2096
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By Laurel Baglia  

CHIC List as of May 2012 to September 1, 2012  

MOLE END INCANDESCENT 81041 
MOLE END BREAKING THE WAVES 81042 
MOLE END ONE AND ONLY 81043 
JAYBREN'S RIONACH O'COOMARA 81336 
COOMARA'S HINDSIGHTS TWENTYTEN 81337 
BALLYHOO'S LIGHT MY FIRE 81787 
POOLE'S IDE AT LAST 81942 
CHANTICO'S ISLE OF CELTIC DEW 82165 
WHIPCORD BORN TO FLY 82166 
NAVARONE'S BACK IN BLACK 82404 
CHANTICO'S RISING TIDE 82405 
CAT'S 'N' CAVAN TRISTAN O'TYNAN 82406 
BLACKTHORN'S MOLLY MALONE 82661 
CHANTICO'S ON LAND OR SEA 82662 
MALLYREE BREACADH AR KTAADN 82906 
CHANTICO'S CAMELOT 83000 

 

 

 

5 month old Ballyhooligan male puppy available 

Born on St Patty's Day (03/17/2012) 

 

Name: Ballyhoo's Quail Of A Time 

 

Sire: Am/Can CH Saracen Hard Scrabble, CD JH JHU  

Dam: CH Ballyhoo's Janne O'Bachlach, CD RN JH U-SHR 

CGC 

Contact: Dede Selph  703-272-8339  dedeselph@aol.com 
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By Susan Sarracino-Deihl 

The IWSCA Working Tests for Upland Work 
Late in 2010, IWSCA President Jack McDaniel 
contacted me to inform me that the BOD of the 
IWSCA had petitioned the AKC to allow the IWS 
to run in AKC Spaniel hunt tests. The AKC 
approved that in January 2011 with a March 1, 
2011 date that the IWS could start running those 
tests. Jack McDaniel asked if I would be willing to 
form a committee and chair that committee to 
write an IWS Upland hunting style by which the 
IWS would be judged in the Spaniel hunt tests 
and work on an IWSCA upland working test—the 
WD/WDX.  

Many members expressed an interest in being on 
the committee. With the exception of two 
committee members, all committee members had 
a long-standing history of hunting their IWS on 
upland game. The committee members are Jim 
Brennan, Patrice Dodd, Chuck Pederson, Renae 
Peterson, Mary Reich and Susan Sarracino-
Deihl. 

IWS Hunting Style for the AKC Spaniel Hunt 
Tests 

We first tackled the IWS Hunting Style. Items that 
needed to be described were how the IWS hunts, 
how it covers the ground, the working distance, 
use of nose, flushing style, marking. The 
complete description can be found on the IWS 
web site. For this article, I have summarized and 
paraphrased points in the IWS Hunting Style.  

“The IWS should cover ground efficiently and at a 
moderate pace allowing to maintain its 
endurance throughout a day in the field. Due to 
its size, it is capable of covering a field in short 
order. It possesses an excellent nose, strong 
drive and great intelligence and will both ground 
and air scent. It works at a reasonable distance 
from the handler, quartering gun to gun if trained 
to do so. It will preferentially focus on those areas 
most likely to hold birds. After finding game, the 
IWS may pause, hesitating as it attempts to 
locate the bird using sight and scent. A 
determined drive then completes the flush. Both 
bold flushes and soft flushes are equally 
acceptable. The IWS is an excellent marker and 
water retriever, showing eagerness to enter the 
water with entries varying from deliberate to bold. 

The IWSCA Upland Working Tests 

The second task the Committee was charged 
with was the creation of an Upland Working Test 
for the IWSCA. Several factors were considered 
before the test was created. 

 Would the test(s) be a two level test (similar 
to the GRCA or FCRCA working tests), a 
single test (similar to the LRCA WC) or a 
three level test (similar to the CCRCA WC, 
WCX and WCQ)? 

 Would the test be similar in format to other 
spaniel working tests so that the IWS could 
run in those tests? 

The Committee decided on a two level set of 
tests—a WD and WDX—and decided to have a 
format similar to the working tests of other 
spaniels so that IWS could run in their tests. So, 
just as an IWS can run in the WC/WCX tests run 
by the GRCA and FCRCA and earn an IWSCA 
WC/WCX, IWS would be able to run in other 
spaniel working tests and earn an IWSCA WD/
WDX.   

The IWSCA WD (Working Dog) and WDX 
(Working Dog Excellent) 

The purpose of the IWS Upland tests is to 
encourage the use of and maintain the natural 
hunting ability of the IWS for upland work. In 
establishing the criteria for the WD, the IWSCA 
realizes that most IWS will not be as thoroughly 
trained as those who compete in hunt tests. 
Therefore simple land and water tests were 
created to evaluate the abilities of a hunting 
companion with the intent of testing for basic 
instincts and usefulness in the field. The purpose 
of the WDX is to encourage the development of 
the IWS’s natural hunting ability through 
additional training. The WDX is designed to 
demonstrate the development of bird finding 
ability, trainability, memory, intelligence, 
perseverance and retrieving desire. 

Earning a Certificate 

Lastly, due to the potential problem of finding a 
spaniel club giving a WD/WDX test in some 
areas of the country, the Committee decided to 
have three pathways for awarding certificates. 

1. Passing a Spaniel WD or WDX test. 
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The IWSCA Working Tests for Upland Work—continued 

2. Completing and qualifying at an AKC Spaniel 
hunt test in either a Junior test for the WD or 
a Senior or Master test for the WDX. 

3. Earning an AKC Spaniel hunt test degree, a 
JHU for the WD and a SHU or an MHU for 
the WDX. 

The IWSCA WD and WDX 

The IWSCA Upland Working Test will consist of 
two degrees: the WD and WDX.  Each test will 
consist of a land portion and a water portion. An 
IWS entered in the WD/WDX test will enter the 
same test. The certificate earned will be 
determined by the dog’s performance and the 
criteria passed at each level. Both land and water 
portions must be passed at the respective level 
for that certificate.  

Requirements for the WD 

Land: Each dog will run singly and will work and 
find at least two live birds and complete two 
retrieves. At the judges’ discretion, one find, flush 
and retrieve and an additional retrieve will be 
sufficient at this level.  

The land portion has three elements: 

Hunting: The dog is to stand quietly on line on 
leash or off leash. When sent and covering the 
field, the dog is to show a reasonable response to 
the hander.   

Find and Flush: The dog should independently 
find and put up game without undue urging. 

Mark and Retrieve: The dog need not be steady 
to flush and shot. It should mark the fall and 
retrieve it to close proximity of the handler 
(usually 2 steps). 

Water Retrieve: Each dog will complete a single 
water retrieve at approximately 20-25 yards. 
Again the dog must retrieve to close proximity to 
the handler. 

Requirements for the WDX 

Land: Each dog must work the field and find at 
least two live birds and complete two retrieves. At 
the judges’ discretion, one find, flush and retrieve 
coupled with an additional retrieve will be 
sufficient. 

Three major elements of the land portion. 

Hunting: At the start the dog must be steady on 
line, that is, it should sit or stand unleashed 
quietly beside the handler until the judges instruct 
the handler to proceed. When released, the dog 
should cover the ground efficiently and should 
demonstrate superlative responsiveness to the 
handler with minimal direction when covering the 
ground. The manner in which the dog covers the 
ground is less important than the ability to find 
birds. Boldness to cover and use of wind is more 
important than pattern. Occasional back casting 
is not to be penalized as long as the dog can be 
directed back to the front of the handler. 

Find and Flush: The dog should efficiently locate 
and flush game. It should show determination to 
put the bird to flight. It should require no 
encouragement from the handler to flush to bird. 

Mark and Retrieve: The dog should mark the bird 
but does not have to be steady to wing and shot. 
The dog should retrieve the bird to hand. A dog 
that has to be handled to the bird is to be 
severely faulted and possibly receive a non-
passing score. 

Water: The water retrieve will be at a distance of 
30-35 yards. The dog must come quietly to the 
line and then be taken off leash. No touching of 
the dog by the handler is allowed at any time 
during the test. The dog must be steady until 
released after the bird is down.  The dog must 
deliver to hand and relinquish it easily. 

Criteria by Which a Dog Automatically Receives a 
Non-qualifying Score 

1. Hunting: Running wildly out of control, 
remaining behind the handler, refusing to 
range out to hunt, no attempt to hunt or no 
interest in birds. Gun-shyness. 

2. Loud or prolonged whining or barking while 
on the line or while retrieving. 

3. Find and Flush: Complete failure to flush or 
pick up a non-flyer, locating a bird and turning 
away and ignoring it (blinking the bird), failing 
to produce birds despite favorable conditions. 

4. Mark and Retrieve on Land: Failing to 
recover the bird, failing to deliver the bird to 
close proximity (WD) or to hand (WDX) or 
bird is crushed or damaged as to be unfit for 
consumption. 
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The IWSCA Working Tests for Upland Work—continued 

5. Retrieve From Water: Failing to return to the 
hander with the bird, refusing to come out of 
the water, will not deliver bird to close 
proximity (WD) or to hand (WDX). 

By Kathy Dassel 

Fulfilling a Dream 

My parents have always had a passion and love 
for Irish Water Spaniels. My father grew up with 
them in his childhood in Canada, and my parents 
raised them when they were first married on the 
east coast, continuing until my brothers, sisters 
and I were in high school, here in California. 
Having researched and raised many litters, they 
had knowledge and a keen eye for the breed. 
Liking what they saw in my Irish Water 
Spaniels—Patrick, Molly and Duke, they were 
always interested in what and how they were 
doing. My Mother had the opportunity to watch 
Jennifer Isley show Patrick in San Mateo one 
year and was thrilled to see him do well. He 
reminded her of the "Patrick O'Malley" they had 
raised. 

When Duke came along, they loved hearing 
about his adventures and were excited about his 
future. I brought him over to their house quite 
frequently and being a quick learner, Duke knew 
to be very cautious around them, not to 
accidentally knock them over. My mother loved to 
take her hairbrush and comb him. He would 
dutifully come and sit by her side so she could 
brush away. 

Having been quite some time since Duke was 
properly groomed, I knew it needed to be done 
and I immediately thought of Jennifer Isley. I 
made that call and asked if she would be able to 
groom him and show him. She said there was a 
three day show coming up in Long Beach, the 
Southern California Sporting Dog Fanciers 1st 
Group Show, and she would be happy to show 
Duke. Making the entry, I was excited for Jennifer 
to see and meet Duke for the first time. Entries 
made, I knew I had to start thinking about where I 
was going to stay and knowing the traffic was an 
issue in southern California, I didn't want to travel 
very far. Realizing this show site was right next to 
the Queen Mary, the famous cruise ship, was my 
obvious choice.  

With excited anticipation beginning to mount and 
having Duke groomed professionally, meeting up 
with old friends and an opportunity to stay on the 
Queen Mary, I relayed this to my mother. She 
immediately said she would love to go. My first 
mental reaction was, "Oh no!" Being the sole 
caretaker for my parents for many years, I was 
looking forward to a little get-away trip to myself. I 
responded with many reasons why it wouldn't be 
a good idea. I knew by previous experience that 
my mother would love to watch Duke in the ring 
for 5 minutes, then would insist that I take her to 
the nearest casino, poker room or race track!  
However, sadly, my worries about her coming 
with me were silenced, as my mom passed away 
unexpectedly ten days before the show. As 
quickly as she left, my need to fulfill her dream of 
Duke reaching his potential for her, started to 
burn silently in my heart. 

After the loss of my mother, I needed some 
emotional support on the trip. I invited my best 
friend from high school, not even telling her about 
my mom. I didn't want any focus on sadness, but 
on a celebration on what my mother used to love 
to do with her Irish Water Spaniels. I packed her 
favorite memento, a little brown bear with a green 
shamrock sweater, her gold horseshow pin and a 
special feather. 

The trip down, meeting up with everyone, 
Jennifer's groom job, her ability to handle a dog 
she has never met was so surreal. A peaceful 
calm had come over me and I was there with no 
expectations—just being happy to be there—
knowing ironically that I had had brought my mom 
on the trip after all, through her little bear. As we 
(the bear and I) watched Duke take breed, I was 
happy for my mother’s legacy, but the emotions 
were almost too much to process, so I blocked 
them out. When it was time for group, I sat 
ringside with my mom’s bear in hand, never 
anticipating a dream would come true. I watched 
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all the beautiful sporting dogs go around the ring 
and was impressed with how Duke looked and 
moved because of Jennifer. The calm that had 
been over me all day started to leave as the final 
go-round had been observed by the judge. I 
began to fervently wish and pray, for my Mom's 
sake, that the judge would favor Duke. When the 
judge's choice was bestowed upon Duke, a 
thousand thoughts were racing through my mind. 
Some were that this blessing was because of 
Jennifer and her expertise, Marion McLeod’s 
breeding, the numerous people who helped with 
this journey—but most importantly because of 
Divine Intervention and my mother’s loving spirit. 

I can honestly say, with no other win or 
accomplishments could ever or will ever compare 
to those three days in Long Beach. Thank you to 
all who helped make this three generational 
family dream fulfilled. 

Fulfilling A Dream—continued 

 

Classic! 
 

The 2013 Irish Water Spaniel Calendar is 

now available!   

 
This is its sixteenth year in production. 
Still Priced at $25 each, plus shipping ($5 in the US) 

Your calendars will be sent Priority Mail and are ready to ship 

now. 

 

Place your order by e-mailing c.morgan.home@comcast.net, or 

Phone 206-524-4841 

Mail checks and orders to 6226 Woodlawn Ave N  Seattle, WA 

98103 

 

Make checks payable to C. Morgan (or to IWSCOPS). 

Quotes for Canadian and other international currency available on request.  

Pay Pal, add $5.  

 

Order now! 



September-October, 2012 ♦ 18 ♦ IWSCA 

By Lynn Musgrave 

Constitution and By-Laws Changes 

Dear IWSCA Members, 

Included with this newsletter is the amended 
Constitution and By-Laws approved by the Board. 
This document is the result of three years of work 
by the Constitution and By-Laws Committee and 
is pre-approved by AKC Club Relations (though 
the AKC must officially approve it following the 
vote to approve by you—our Membership). 

Enclosed with the new draft is your ballot for 
approval (along with instructions for voting). The 
entire document is up for approval; so many 
Articles and Clauses are interdependent that a 
piecemeal approval would be virtually impossible. 

Many of the Amendments are minor—officially 
adding email and teleconferencing as approved 
means of meeting, voting, and communication. In 
addition to including electronic communication, 
our Committee was tasked with a number of 
issues; others arose along the way. Specifically, 
those include: 

 moving to two-year terms for the IWSCA Board 

 establishing a staggered schedule for elections 
of Board positions to assure continuity 

 establishing a date-specific nomination/election 
timeline to permanently separate elections from 
annual meetings and national specialties along 
with aligning Board terms with the official club 
year (May 1-April 30) 

 developing a conflict of interest clause for 
Board members 

 including letters of censure under Article XI 
Discipline 

 adding a secretarial position (moving to 
Recording and Corresponding Secretaries) to 
reduce the burden placed upon one individual 
and articulating division of those duties 
throughout the document 

 codifying (requiring) Bonding and Insurance for 
the club and the Board 

 limiting the amount of donations that may be 
approved by the Board or members at AGMs to 
$1,000.00. Donations exceeding that amount 
must be approved by the entire Membership. 

 adding a Lifetime Membership category 

 amending Article I (Objectives) of the 
Constitution to satisfy IRS requirements for any 
future application by the Club to be granted 501
(c)(3) status 

The proposed amendments include all of the 
above—and more. For the purposes of 
comparison, the current Constitution and By-
Laws along with a complete red line mark-up may 
be viewed in the Files Section of RattailsOnly and 
on our website. If you belong to the RattailsOnly 
Yahoo list, you know the amendments are open 
for discussion. While our Committee is available 
to answer questions, only the Board may request 
changes; so if you have concerns, these should 
be addressed to the Board. 

With abundant thanks to past and current 
members: Grattan Foy, Greg Johnson, Debbie 
Bilardi, Kim Kezer, Dana Louttit, and Jack 
McDaniel—and to the Board for entrusting us with 
this process and approving the amendments, 

Lynn Musgrave, Chair, Constitution and By-Laws 
Committee 
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By Hannah Loonsk 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report 

Congratulations to Dianne Kerwin and her dogs! 

Agility Success: Zoe (CH Jaybrens Pacific Lucky 
Lady NA NAJ) 

On Saturday, July 28th at the Pembroke Kennel 
Club Show, Zoe, handled by Dianne, got her 3rd 
leg in Novice Jumpers with Weaves placing 1st 
with a score of 100 and her 3rd leg in Novice 
Standard, also placing 1st in that class with a 
score of 90. The next day, she moved up to Open 
Jumpers with Weaves and placed 2nd in her 
class with another score of 100! 

A New Champion and an Award of Merit: Mollie 
(CH Pooles Ide Making Waves) 

At the James River Kennel Club Show Mollie, 
handled by Dianne, finished her championship 
with a 4-point major in Open Bitch on August 2nd. 
On August 4th, Mollie received an Award of Merit! 

Got News? 

If you have news you would like included in the 
next Mid-Atlantic Regional Report, please send it 
to me at hannahlo@comcast.net. It can be 
anything including show results, brags, stories, 
pictures, upcoming events, etc.  

Hope your summer has been exciting and 
relaxing!  

By Susan Sarracino-Deihl 

Midwest Regional Report 

Meteorological summer is almost gone. Hopefully 
the heat will start to dissipate. We can look 
forward to the cooler months of Fall. Midwest IWS 
have been busy in conformation, obedience and 
mostly the field. 

Conformation 

Congratulations to Bridget Kvarnlov’s and Lynn 
Musgrave’s lovely girl Cahle—Ch D’Locks 
Evenstar of Beaufield—on her group placements 
this summer. On July 28

th
 she took a Group 3 

under J: Frank Summerside at the Waukesha 
Kennel Club show and on August 11

th
 she took of 

Group 4 under J: Dana Cline at the Kennel Club 
of Freeborn County Minnesota show. She is well 
on her way to her GrCh title. 

Obedience 

Cain—Archwave Another Cain UD JH WCX—and 
Mary Reich showed everyone what a wonderful 
working dog the IWS can be by finishing his UD 
at the Waukesha Kennel Club  shows July 27

th
 

and July 29
th
 by taking 1

st
 place in Utility A those 

days. His scores were great. And he was the only 

Utility Dog to qualify that day to boot! 

Field 

In the field, Irishers have set a torrid pace in the 
heat, humidity of the drought ridden Midwest. 

In the Retriever tests, two IWS put on fantastic 
performances. 

New SH 

Auryn—Realta’s NeverEnding Story “Auryn”—
owned by Rosemary Sexton started the run by 
earning her SH on July 29, 2012 by earning her 
5

th
 SH leg at the Southern Minnesota Hunting 

Retriever Association Hunt test. On her way to 
the title she earned leg #3 at Chippewa Valley 
Retriever Club on July 22

nd
 and her 4

th
 leg at 

Minnesota Hunting Retriever Association hunt 
test on July 28

th
. What a nice way to finish—back 

to back passes in very difficult tests! 

New JH 

Reed—Taoide Magic on Scuppernong, WC, JH—
the lovely young boy owned by Pat Morton 
continued the run by finishing his JH on July 28

th
 

Continued top of page 22 
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Midwest Regional Report—continued 

at the Wisconsin Amateur Field Trial Club hunt 
test. Leg #3 was earned at the Fox Valley 
Retriever Club hunt test on July 14

th
. We are so 

proud and happy for Pat since Reed is her first JH 
IWS. Now on to senior! 

In the Spaniel tests, three IWS showed the 
spaniel world how versatile our Irishers can be. 

New MHU, Second MHU in the Breed 

Paddy—Ch, UKC GrCh Saracen Blue Thunder on 

the Marsh CD JH MHU WC—13 days before his 
8

th
 birthday earned his MHU on September 1

st
 by 

qualifying at the Wisconsin English Springer 
Spaniel Association [WESSA] hunt test. He 
is the second IWS to earn the MHU title. On 
the way to his title he earned Leg #3 and Leg 
#4 on July 21

st
 and 22

nd
 at the American 

Spaniel Club (ASC) hunt tests in sweltering 
St. Louis. Leg #5 was earned August 17

th
 at 

the Fox Valley English Cocker Spaniel Club 
[FVECSC] hunt test. 

New JHU 

Katie—Aquashores Saracen Falling Waters 
JHU—earned her JHU at the ASC hunt tests 
July 21

st
 and 22

nd
. She is now on her way to 

the SHU title by earning the first two legs at 
the WESSA tests September 1

st
 and 2

nd
. 

Maddie—Realta Saracen’s Forevermore—is 
on her way to the JHU title having qualifying 
scores at the FVECSC hunt tests on August 

17
th
 and 18

th
 and the WESSA test September 1

st
. 

All three are owned by Susan Sarracino-Deihl 
and Robert Deihl. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE ON 
THEIR WINS AND TITLES! 

By Colleen McDaniel 

Northwest Regional Report 

What is that sign? The one that says something 
about life is not meant to be spent so you arrive 
at the end gracefully but clothes in tatters, our 
bodies completely worn and totally spent, 
shouting “WOOHOO! What a ride!” Well, that is 
how I feel each year as August comes to an end. 
What a ride!! And my body does feel like it has 
been totally spent. But I do love seeing so many 
wonderful dogs show up for all the various shows, 
the chance to spend time with so many people 
that I enjoy and the variety of venues our dogs 
take to task. The tally at the end of the month is 
usually impressive and this year is no different. 
New champions, group winners, new obedience 
and rally titles, new freestyle titles, legs towards 

CDs, UDs, Junior Hunters, Seniors Hunters and 
CGCs. 

But there is also a moment each year that is truly 
a memory maker. This year it was a song that 
was played at the end of our show that was 
written and sung by Lorece with help in the 
recording from Gary Westlake and Brad 
Donaldson. It is a tribute to our aging IWS and 
the many great IWS that have gone on to the 
Rainbow Bridge. It is a song that sings to any 
heart that has owned an older IWS. 

This year’s costume contest was judged by Jason 
Armstrong. For those that do not know it, Jason 
works for our State Patrol. It was fun watching the 
attempts to influence him including a person (to 
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Northwest Regional Report—continued 

remain unnamed) that wore a convict outfit along 
with one of her dogs and another of her dogs was 
dressed like a police officer. The winning 
combination was Uncle Sam and a patriotic 
“donkey” and a patriotic “elephant.”     

 

This year included a wonderful presentation by 
Laura Burns and Journey doing their Freestyle 
routine that earned them their title the week 
before the shows. There is also something about 
watching an IWS so enjoy the cavorting to music 
with its owners that just makes you get that warm 
feeling in your heart. 

We did have one “Gee I wish that had never 
happened!” moment. While working the dogs that 
were trying to qualify for the Bird Dog Match, 
Bethany tried to hold on to her enthusiastic boy, 
JJ, by wrapping the leash securely around her 
hand. Her finger was no match for a bouncing 
teenage IWS. She ended up spending too much 
of the day at the hospital. A spiral break and 
surgery with five pins was the end result. But 
being a hard core dog person, the break did not 
keep Bethany from returning and taking part in all 

the remaining events. Another quote comes to my 
mind. “Crazy Dog People!” 

And not everything was in Washington. The 
following is in from Marian McLeod and her 
Oregonian IWS: 

While brother Duke (GRCH Cat N Pats Luck of 
the Irish) was re-launching the Queen Mary in 
conformation in Long Beach Hatboro in late 
July, sister Kate (Cat N Pats Luck Be a Lady) 
was with her mother Bianca (CH Cats Standing 
Ovation RA) in Redmond, Oregon at three Lure 
Coursing Trials chasing would-be bunnies
(white plastic strips adhered to stringy rope 
powered by fast moving pulleys). Mom Bianca 
had her moments but didn't do as well as 
daughter Kate. Kate had a clean run at each 
trial and earned an AKC title, a CAT = Coursing 
Aptitude Test. She ran like _ _ _ _ and wowed 
the officials covering the 600 yards (1/3 mile+) 
in 47 seconds. AKC opened Lure Coursing to 
any and all dogs last year but this is the first 
time there has been any trials in Oregon or 
anywhere nearby. I thought it would be fun to 
see what IWS could do.  Fun it is and just my 
style. They call Lure Coursing an armchair 
sport. "They run. You watch". 

Two weeks later Kate tried Dock Diving which 
has been a favorite sport of mother Bianca who 
was jumping in the Master Division last time 
out. Kate took off flying in high style like her 
mother. We look forward to more of this. 

Meanwhile Rosie stays home and retrieves 
plastic ducks. 

Thank you to everyone that took part in our 
August marathon. Wishing all the best in their 
pursuit of finishing titles and upcoming hunting 
season. 

Photo courtesy Richard Liebaert 
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By Liz Liddle 

Southwest Regional Report 

Welcome to the Southwest! 

We’ve had a couple of busy months out here with 
new puppies, group wins, a new International 
Champion, Agility and our Supported Entry in 
Long Beach at the end of June. On the 
conformation side, we have members working 
hard at putting some entries together for the fall 
shows. 

A couple of new litters of pups have hit ground 
from Dorothy Line’s Etta Mae and Jody Dushkes’ 
Ria. Florence’s puppies out of Jezebel have gone 
to their new lives as have Dorothy’s. I’d say there 
are a few empty nests out there but what a 
wonderful time for these breeders as each new 
litter brings new gifts and challenges. Thanks to 
everyone who has shared their photos and 
experiences, including Deborah Hughes and Liz 
Weavers litter. It’s been fun to watch these 
puppies grow up and get their little personalities. I 
was lucky enough to meet Dorothy’s pups as I 
passed through Bakersfield on my way home 
from the Long Beach shows and get to know 
Florence’s new baby girl, Leda, while in Southern 
California. She’s a beautiful little one with a very 
bright future! 

New Pups on the Loose! 

Dorothy Line has brought her first litter of puppies 
into the world and sent us a little story about her 
experience which brought tears to my eyes. 
Thanks so much, Dorothy, for sharing your 
experience. Best wishes to all the new kids! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the morning of June 19th Miss Etta Mae (CH. 
Poole’s Ide At Last) gave birth to four beautiful 
healthy puppies sired by Rebecca Brooks boy 
Seamus (CH. Poole’s Ide Who’d A Thought It). 
This was both my and Etta’s first time in the 
whelping box and I have to say she was much 
better at it than I was! The puppies are all gone 
now, off to live their lives with their new families 
but what an adventure it was! Seeing them go 
was so very hard but knowing they were all going 
to loving homes sure made it easier. Never has 
anything that was so much work given me much 
joy. Below is a letter I wrote to the IWS breeders 
list about my experience the day they were born: 

Hi All— 

Wanted to announce that Etta Mae had her 
puppies this morning. Very early this morning. I 
stayed up with her until almost midnight the night 
before waiting for her temp to drop another 
degree as it had only dropped one degree but she 
was panting and restless all day long. I set my 
clock for 5:00 a.m. and she and I went to sleep. I 
awoke this morning at 4:45 to the sound of a 
puppy’s cry. A beautiful, healthy, clean but still 
wet, very pissed little girl. There she was in the 
middle of the whelping box! I really cannot explain 
how my heart just exploded at the sight of her. I 
understand now when Rosemary says “every 
litter, every time is new and precious and this 
never gets “old hat.” 

I understand now when Dede says, “Use only 
white towels so you can bleach the heck out of 
them” (man do I understand that one) 

I can’t explain everything that happened next 
because it just seemed to happen so fast. With 
shaking hands I called the cavalry (aka my vet 
tech friend Lynn and Brian, my buddy the dog 
walker with lots of animal experience). I turned to 
Etta and told her how beautiful her puppy was as I 
searched for some sign of placenta, or sac, or 
something, as I knew my job was supposed to be 
to clean that all up. Etta was a good housekeeper. 
In the midst of my awe I heard a loud thump, I 
turned to see Etta pop out another one on the 
floor! It came out in a gush, with no sac to speak 
of, just a bunch of fluid (sorry, hope I don’t gross 
anyone out). I scooped up the second pup and 
called Etta back to the box. She snuggled right in 
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and began to vigorously lick puppy number two. My 
job at that point was basically to pray. She was 
going too fast! The delivery team wasn’t there yet! 
So it was just me and Jesus (and of course Etta 
and Mother Nature) there together. Pup number 
two was wiggling but quiet. I took my warm 
washcloth and began to rub rub rub to get her to 
make a sound. I could see she was breathing and 
quickly let you a mewing sound so I set her down 
next to her sister, pup number one. Pup number 
one (now the one I call Red girl) had no problem 
telling mom to get that milk bar open NOW! She is 
a very loud little girl. All of my friends have taken to 
calling her “little Dotty.” Are they trying to tell me 
something??? lol. Ten minutes later as the cavalry 
was on cell phones and on their way, Etta popped 
out pup number three. But this time it was 
completely still in the bag! I have never in my life 
seen anything like that. It looked a little like an 
alien, but it was SO STILL inside that bag. I was 
afraid it was dead but prayed I was wrong. I had an 
entire area set up for “cord care” on a small table 
next to the whelping box, just in case Etta needed 
my help. I had medical scissors to cut open the sac 
and get that baby out if Etta didn’t. I sat there in 
awe as Etta immediately went to work. She was 
awesome!!! And I was shaking so bad I was 
unbelievably grateful she was. I was praying hard 
that God wouldn’t let me drop that slippery little 
baby if I had to cut the cord. Thankfully, all Etta 
needed me to do was sit down and shut up. It took 
her less than one minute to get that baby out of the 
sac, cleaned up, warmed up and bellying up to the 
milk bar!!! Since the x-ray showed 3 pups I sat 
back and relaxed as the cavalry charged thru the 
door. Lynn, with her skilled hand and quiet 
demeanor picked up each baby, checked them up 
and down, checked for cleft palates (who would 
have thought to do that???) and we began the 
process of weighing them and putting on their pup 
color collars (great product BTW). Phew!!! So I put 
on a pot of coffee and we three humans sat and 
chatted and watched Etta love on her babies until 
Lynn had to leave for work. 

Brian stayed for another hour or so and as we 
talked, both of us staring at the puppies I began to 
see Etta’s tail start to flip up. Hey, wait a minute, 
the x ray only showed three puppies, maybe she 
was expelling a placenta (?). Etta barely set up 
from her babies before pup number four slid on 
out! Ha! A surprise puppy! The best kind of all!!! 
And lucky for the pup, she had a fantastic mother. 

So the final count was 3 girls and 1 boy. All are 
doing well. Phew! I think we will all go to sleep 
early tonight. :-)))) 

Dorothy and Etta Mae, the world’s best mommy. 

New International Companion Title 

GCH Poole’s Ide Freewater, (Wasabi) Owners: 
Allana Kew/Michelle Rickmond Breeders: Greg 
Siner/Debbie Patterson 

Wasabi just received 
his International 
Companion title 
followed by a Best in 
Show Companion at 
the International All 
Breed Canine 
Association shows the 
weekend of August 
11th and 12th at the 
Contra Costa County 
Fairgrounds. 

Allana said she just 
wanted to go out and 

have a little fun with the boy and came home with a 
gorgeous ribbon and a nice little title. How 
wonderful to see him out in the ring again. 
Congratulations to Wasabi and Allana and Michelle 
on your awesome win! 

An Agility Milestone! 

Great news from Jenn Lego. Curry is now barkin’ 
with the big kids. He has two QQ’s towards the 20 
required for his MACH. She says they are now 
working on the need for speed! Curry, by the way 
is Chuckanut’s Cashew Curry CD AX AXJ NF. 
Huge congratulations Jenn and Curry. Now that I’m 
back learning agility, I can appreciate how long it 
takes to get this far. 

News from Bella, GCH Whistle Stop’s Wind on the 
Water. Owner: Michelle Cummings Breeders: 
Colleen McDaniel, Stacy Duncan. 

Since the last Newsletter, Bella is out there working 
and making some lovely group placements. Here is 
a list of her accomplishments as of late: 

6/17/2012  Kings KC  Kathy Forbes  BOB/Grp 3 

7/8/2012  Ventura County KC  Dana Cline  BOB/
Grp 3 

7/20/201  Sierra Tuolumne KC  Dr. Robert Smith  
BOB/Grp 4 

Southwest Regional Report—continued 
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Southwest Regional Report—continued 

7/22/2012  KC of Salinas  Christina Hubbell  BOB/
Grp 4 

8/5/2012  Richmond KC  Neil Graves  BOB/Grp 1 

8/18/2012  Reno KC  Mrs. Robert Forsyth  BOB/
Grp 2 

8/26/2012  Santa Barbara KC  Dr. Richard Meen  
BOB/Grp 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very nice wins! Congratulations Michelle and Bella! 
We are very proud of our California girl! 

IWSCA Supported Entry at the Southern California 
Sporting Dog Fanciers held at the Queen Mary 
Events Center in Long Beach, June 29, 2012 
through July 1, 2012 

Wow! The best description that I can come up for 
the venue. We were right on the water, walking 
distance to the Queen Mary, light breeze, 
temperatures in the mid 70’s or so surrounded by 
gorgeous dogs. I think this is the most beautiful 
venue I have ever seen for a dog show. The 
parking was close and convenient and the large 
event tents were set up for our convenience. All 
you had to do is grab your stuff and your dog and 
you were in. The first day was Specialty day as 
well as the back to back Obedience and Rally 
offered by the Long Beach Kennel Club and the 
Kennel Club of Beverly Hills. Sadly enough, none 
of us brought any really great cameras but we did 
the best we could with our phones and little 
cameras.  

Here is a fun little video display of our event on 
You Tube http://youtube/Zh-BBEbhfEE 

As Sally and Lois could only be there on Friday, we 
gathered at our favorite Irish Pub (from the 
Eukanuba shows), and shared a couple of brews, 
thoughts and congratulations from the day, good 

stories and memories of days gone by. It was truly 
a fun weekend with great friends and awesome 
dogs. 

Duke made us all proud as Irish Water Spaniel 
owners to win the very first Sporting Dog show by 
this newly formed club. What an accomplishment 
for Duke, Handler and Friend, Jen Isley and of 
course Kathy Dassel and Marian McLeod. 

A big thank you to Cathy Shelby, Cat’s Eye Glass 
Art, who designed and produced our beautiful 
trophies and to all of you who donated to our 
trophy fund. 

Below are the conformation results: 

Friday, June 29th 

WB Rainie, Waybar’s Never Rainie in So Calif, 
owner Hazel Reynolds, breeder Wayne Murray 

RWB Porter, Arroyo’s Begin the Beguine, Owners/
Breeders Sally Lewis and Lois MacDonald 

BOB/G1/Best in Specialty 

Duke, GCH Cat n Pats Luck of the Irish, Owner 
Kathy Dassel, Breeder Marian McLeod 

BOS Bella, GCH Whistle Stop’s Wind on the 
Water, Owner Michelle Cummings, Breeders 
Colleen McDaniel and Stacy Duncan 

SEL Bonnie, GCH Poole’s Ide Bonnie Brook, 
Owners Sally Lewis and Lois MacDonald, Breeders 
Greg Siner and Debbie Patterson 

Saturday, June 30th 

WB Rainie 
BOB/G2 Duke 
BOS Bella 

Sunday, July 1st 

WB Rainie 
BOB/G1 Duke 
BOS Bella 
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By Tim Conner 

WC/X Through the Experience of a Newcomer 

A 
ll of us have our reasons for attending 
the National Specialty. Here are my top 
three:   

 

3) to see my IWS friends from near and far and to 
make new ones; 

2) to witness the largest gathering of the highest 
quality IWS anywhere on the planet; and 

1) to participate in all the excitement around the 
WC/WCX and whatever other field training fun is 
laid on for us. 

That’s why I have driven from our home in 
Canada to two of the three Nationals that have 
been held in my brief three-year tenure as an 
IWSCA member! And reason #1 compelled me to 
do something I’ve never done before. I ran our 
dog Beckett in the WC and WCX tests at 
Horseshoe Lake State Park. 

But first the usual disclaimer. Although this test 
was indeed my rookie outing, I have been around 
retrievers for 30 years. It started with our two 
black dawgs (Labradors), progressed to a 
Chessie and has now culminated in these most 
interesting Irish creatures of which we have 
owned four. (Some field types would no doubt say 
I even have this progression backwards!) I have 
spent a lot of time in fields and marshes, bogs 
and wetlands, throwing bumpers, dokkens, and 
real birds. I have read the articles by the pros and 
watched their training videos and hung out from 
time to time with handlers who have put many 
field titles on their dogs over many years. I am not 
in their league! And for many reasons. But here is 
my chief excuse: I work virtually every weekend. 
That is just what parish priests do! So while other 
field enthusiasts are clothed head to foot in camo 
on a Sunday I am usually decked out in 
vestments. No complaint here—just a statement 
of fact. What a wonderful opportunity, then, to 
have a chance to handle a dog in a test run by 
our club at the National Specialty. On the other 
hand, Beckett (CH ildanoch Beckett’s Dublin 
Brew JH WC) is clearly not a rookie. He already 
held the club’s WC and had achieved an AKC 
Junior Hunter title. So here he was after a 
significant hiatus from such tests in the hands of a 
new owner/handler. And man, was he 

motivated!!! He was ready, so he thought, even if 
perhaps his handler wasn’t. 

So what happened? Well, we entered both the 
WC and the WCX in the hopes that running the 
former would release some of Beckett’s 
boundless enthusiasm for retrieving and clear the 
cobwebs of our two-day drive to Missouri. It 
turned out, however, that the organizers opted to 
run the WCX first. Beckett was slated to run last 
of nine dogs entered. The land test was a simple 
triple (marks to the left, centre and right of the 
line). The cover was minimal for the first two and 
the go bird was in moderate cover. Beckett did 
not see the first fall but watched the second and 
third birds land. He nailed the go bird, picked up 
the second directly and quickly but then had to 
figure out where that first bird had landed. 
Fortunately with a fairly short hunt he scented it 
and brought it back. Then he ran the WC land test 
without incident, running ninth of twelve dogs. We 
made the cut for the water test in WCX. But here 
Beckett proved uncontrollable on the line and 
when the first shotgun boomed and the mallard 
hit the pond he was gone and our hopes of the 
WCX with him. Again he ran the WC water test 
without incident. Then I am sure what was going 
through his head was something like this: “With 
all those shotgun blasts going off, why did I only 
get to pick up so few birds?” So we managed to 
renew his WC and that is a good thing. 

A few comments. Did we have fun? Yes, without 
question. There was even a bit of humour. On the 
way to the line in the WC land test I heeled 
Beckett too close to the bird bucket. When he sat 
beside me at the line I noticed that he already had 
a duck in his mouth before the test was run! Did 
we learn anything? Yes, a number of things. First, 
I was excited and nervous to the extent that I 
didn’t let the judges (Jim Brennan and Sue 
Sarracino-Diehl) do their jobs! Sue pointed out to 
me that I had signalled for the gunners. You 
know, I didn’t even realize I had done that. So 
more training for the handler is required. Second, 
it is hard to replicate in our training, especially if 
we train alone, the impact of the gallery—all those 
other dogs and their handlers as well as the 
presence of spectators. I was not prepared for 
how excited Beckett was after having listened to 
24 shotgun blasts before we got to the line. Third, 
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WC/X Through the Experience of a Newcomer—continued 

everyone was so encouraging and helpful. It can 
be intimidating to do anything in public for the first 
time when the experts and veterans are there 
watching you. But I felt that there was that sense 
of community that comes from a shared interest 
that animated the test from start to finish. Fourth, 
the old adage that your field work will only be as 
good as your obedience work was proved true 
again in our experience. We have a lot of work to 
do on steadiness—and on a number of other 
things. Just because Beckett is prepared to 
honour for our bitch Bridey in a fairly quiet 
training session at the local wetland doesn’t 
mean he’ll do the same for a strange dog in a test 
where so much gunfire and so many splashes 
are happening all around him. Five, all of us owe 
a debt of gratitude to Mary Reich, Pat Morton, 
Chuck Pederson and his crew and to the patient 
and generous judges, Elissa, Susan, 
Mary and Jim. Nicely done! 

Final word. Don’t feel sorry for Beckett and me 
that we didn’t accomplish our goal. Clearly, he 
thought it was a blast. More fun by a wide margin 
than going Winners Dog and Best of Winners in 
the conformation ring just a couple of days later 
at the same Specialty. Though that win and the 
completion of his championship that came with it 
helped to massage my ego a little bit, clearly we 
can’t wait to hear “Dog to the line” in Ohio next 
spring. I hope to see a lot more rookies, as well 
as the returning vets and their wonderful dogs, at 
the field day events. Come on out and let your 
dogs do what they were bred to do. You will not 
regret it one bit. 
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