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MEMBERSHIP

(a)

To encourage members to perfect, by selective breeding,
physically and temperamentally sound Irish Water
Spaniels; to do all possible to promote their natural
abilities & qualities;

(b)

To encourage the organization of independent local IWS
clubs in the localities where there are sufficient IWS
fanciers to meet the requirements of the American
Kennel Club;

(c)

To urge members & breeders to accept the standard of
the breed as approved by AKC as the only standard of
excellence by which IWS shall be judged;

Is open to all who are in good standing with the American
Kennel Club and subscribe to the purposes of the Irish
Water Spaniel Club of America. Please submit completed
application form to the Membership Chair with dues
payment for the current year.

CLUB OBJECTIVES

Dues: Checks payable to IWSCA (payable in U.S. funds)
Individual membership $25
Household membership $40
Overseas: Same as above but please include additional
$20 to cover international shipping surcharges
Send application with check, payable in U.S. funds, to:
Kim Kezer
86 High Street
Amesbury, MA 01913 USA

(d) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interest
in the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition at
dog shows, field trials, obedience trials and tracking tests;
to do all possible to further the use of the Irish Water
Spaniel as a hunting dog;

(e) To conduct sanctioned matches, specialties, field and
obedience trials and tracking tests under the rules and
regulations of the American Kennel Club.

By Jim Rubin

President’s Message
January-February 2013
Happy New
Year!!!! Our Club
is going to have
a great 2013. I
expect you will
find recent
events as
impressive and
energizing as I
do.
In no small part,
our progress is
due to your
overwhelming
support for the
new Constitution
and By-Laws
(C&BL). The AKC gave its final approval to all of
our changes in December. They are now in
effect. To me, they represent a serious and
important change in our Club’s direction and
focus. By adopting these new missions and
procedures, we have chosen to raise our sights.
For many years now we have been more than
“just a Social Club.” Our C&BL, however, did not
reflect our actual scope and activities. The new
C&BL clearly define our stewardship as focused
on preserving and protecting our beloved Irish
Water Spaniels through activity in three areas:
Education, Science & Research, and preventing
the abuse of any dog, especially an IWS.
The new C&BL allows us to change our tax
status from a non-profit social club to a taxexempt public charity. There are several
advantages to this change. First, it will better
represent us to the government. Second, it will
make our individual donations to the IWSCA
deductible on our personal taxes. Third, it will
allow anybody else’s donation to be tax
deductible and will open more avenues for
raising money. For example, while our new tax
status might encourage each of us to donate
more, we will also be eligible for new fund-raising
mechanisms not previously available to us--such
as “Planned Giving” (donations made through
estate planning and bequests from trusts) and
corporate and research grants. We have much to
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gain from this tax status change and I will ask the
Board to submit an application to the IRS
requesting it.
Our new roles require us to expand not only our
activities but also our thinking and budgets. To
help us develop our new missions, define
objectives within each, and achieve them, we
have established five Standing Committees:
Public Outreach & Education; Breeders’
Education; Judges’ Education; Health &
Genetics; and Rescue. These teams will execute
our responsibilities.
Our primary fundraiser for the committees’ efforts
will continue to be our National Specialties. At
any given time we have at least three National
Specialties in planning and execution. If you want
to be part of our future, please contact the
committees.
Public Education
Our recent efforts bear testimony to our
members’ dedication, initiative and expertise.
With respect to Public Outreach & Education, we
just completed two very successful Meet-TheBreed (MTB) programs. In October, we were at
the Javits Center in NYC. In December, we were
at the AKC/Eukanuba National Invitational in
Orlando Florida. John Assid, Lorraine Raleigh,
Gretchen Post, Lisa Shaw, Brenda Bauerline,
Lonnie Sparkes, Peggy Chapman, Scott
Becker, Missy McMunn, Muffie Hoche, Mindy
Garbarino, Honor Blume, Ellen McDonald,
Natalie Weissman, Jane Stein, Jean McGavin,
Maria Nation, Lynn Musgrave and Marilyn
Cantrell were responsible for teaching the public
about our wonderful dogs and the importance of
exercise, training and socialization in raising a
puppy. Thank you for your time, enthusiasm and
knowledge!
Fund-raising… with purpose!
Changing our tax status will allow us to raise
additional funds which, in turn, could support
some fairly high priced investments in each of
our three missions (Education, Research and
Rescue). Though ambitious, these investments
are high–impact and well worth considering. For

President’s Message—Continued
example, AKC-sponsored MTB events are here
to stay. It takes the participation of many
members to support them and I hope we will
continue to see involvement like this year’s. But
we also want to expand and enhance our role
and prominence at these events, as well as, ease
the burden of erecting and deconstructing our
display. For this, we should consider investing in
a more portable and robust backdrop/booth. A
display that is trade show standard and easily
portable costs from $2,000 to $5,000--an
investment to be sure, but a meaningful one that
will serve our core purposes for years to come.
A second example of a potential investment is
subsidizing health tests to promote testing of all
IWS. Currently, all IWS breeders are encouraged
to apply for AKC Breeder of Merit (BoM) status, a
designation developed by the AKC as a way to
honor accomplished breeders. Breeders of Merit
must ensure that health screens, as
recommended by the Parent Club, are performed
on all breeding stock. The IWSCA has
established the IWS as a CHIC breed, meaning
that, regardless of outcome, all tests must be
disclosed/published in a public database. Health
tests are required for eyes, hips, elbows, and
thyroid; It can cost approximately $600 for CHIC
testing of an IWS – a price that may be
prohibitive or overly burdensome for some
breeders and owners. (Collectively, our owners
could be paying upwards of $60,000 per year.)
To encourage health testing for all IWS, we
should consider some form of Club-sponsored
test cost subsidy.
Research update
We have almost completed the DNA blood
collection for the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) genetic mapping of the IWS. The NIH
required 30 samples from dogs unrelated at the
grandparent level. The Health and Genetics
Committee was barely able to identify that many.
Every sample is critical. Anyone who has been
asked to donate, please submit those samples!
This work is a huge opportunity for dogs and
genetic research in general; but mostly, it is
potentially world-changing for the IWS. Thus far
for purebred dogs, the NIH has mapped the
genome for a single boxer, but never for an entire
breed. They are looking to us to support the

conduct of population assessments and disease/
affliction excursions. An example of how this
research might help the breed is alopecia.
Recently, there was a discussion on our Yahoo
Lists about IWS losing their hair. I myself have
had two dogs suffer with “IWS Alopecia,” or
“Endocrine Alopecia.” While it is not as serious as
cancer or other hereditary issues, it is
nonetheless a problematic health condition we
would like to avoid. If we can provide three to six
samples of a disease such as alopecia, the NIH
is willing to identify the genes responsible for it.
Then, for about $5,000, we could develop
genomic tests which would allow every IWS
breeder to avoid the genetic combinations that
may lead to the disease, be it alopecia… or other
more serious conditions.
Rescue
Under the leadership of Susanne Hogan, Tara
Darling, Lisa Schaitberger, Sally Lewis and
Moe Gasperetti, the Rescue arm of our Club has
been quietly working to re-home several dogs. As
our population ages, or the economy cuts too
deeply, or life just hands out too many
challenges, keeping an IWS may become
untenable for some owners. Fortunately, our
members in Rescue rise to the challenge; they
have been able to identify several good homes
looking for older dogs. If you know of an IWS
family that may be struggling, or if you would be
interested in helping to re-home an older IWS,
please go to our website http://www.iwsca.org/
contactsreference.htm and contact a member of
the Rescue team.
It costs us about $1,500 per year to maintain our
Rescue program. Our reserves could not handle
a major disaster like Hurricane Sandy or a
blizzard in the Mid- or Northwest that displaces a
number of multi-IWS families or one of our larger
breeders. Currently, we have about $25,000 in
Rescue monies. Over the next several years, I
would like to see us double our Rescue funds. At
that point, our reserves could act as an
“endowment,” generating almost enough interest
to provide for our yearly operating expenses in
this area. Also, the reserves would represent a
substantial cushion that we could use in the case
of natural disaster.
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President’s Message—Continued
And the year ahead…
It seems fitting that we have passed our new
C&BL as we begin our 75th year – a perfect time
to take stock, rededicate ourselves to the Club,
and imagine the many things we can do for our
dogs. While we are leaping forward, we are, after
all, a community defined by our love for an
incredible breed. Our dedication, along with our
newly stated goals and missions, bind us now,
more than ever. Your Board wants to know the
priorities and specific objectives you value.
Please tell us.
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The 2013 National Specialty Committee is selling
beautiful, Limited Edition, pewter 75th Anniversary
Medallions as a fundraiser for this year’s
specialty. The cost is $25 plus shipping. We
encourage you to buy several. By helping our 75th
be financially successful, you will also be
contributing to our combined efforts to make 2013
memorable as a true turning point for our Club.
Again, all the best to you during this very special,
Diamond Jubilee!

By Emily Pikul

2013 Nominating Slate for the Board of Directors
The 2012 Nominating Committee has completed
their duties and below is the slate that we are
nominating for consideration for the IWSCA
Board. All individuals on this slate have given us
a vow of acceptance.
President: Helen Howard
First VP: Jeremy Kezer
Second VP: Linda Deckard

Colleen McDaniel, 2012 Nominating Committee
Chair
Greg Siner
Grattan Foy
Dana Louttit
Florence Blecher
Thank you to the Nominating Committee for your
time and efforts.
Emily Pikul

Corresponding Secretary: Emily Pikul
Recording Secretary: Pat Welch
Treasurer: Sandy Ascot
Membership Director: Stacy Duncan
AKC Delegate: Jack McDaniel
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By Susanne Hogan

Water Spaniels with Experience
Rescue Update
Frequently, at its best, a rescue program is
conducted quietly, using discretion to guard itself.
I have been frequently encouraged to share
details of the IWS Rescue program. I know
predecessors have had the same experience. To
address that request, this article attempts to
share the core of the Rescue approach, as well
as a few stories of IWS we have assisted on their
journey to new forever homes.

Purebred dog rescue is an activity that sparks
many reactions--from a smile and the warmth in
our chests when helping a homeless dog brings
to many of us to a cold-hearted stare of
disapproval based upon the belief that it is an
elitist program that defines purebred dogs as
more worthy of life than others.
A successful rescue program must understand
this broad perception and remain without
judgment of the full range of beliefs. It must also
not react to the human condition that affects dogs
that find themselves in need of a new home.
The Irish Water Spaniel Club of America has
been fortunate to have a small and dedicated
group of Rescuers for the 25 years that I have
been involved. My first IWS, coincidentally
perhaps, was a breeder rehome. Bosco had
come back to his breeder as an active, intelligent
18-month-old boy, simply being a typical IWS
teenager. His owners, comfortable with a single
Wheaton Terrier, were not up to the addition of
the IWS youngster and the breeder was, as are
many in the IWS community, responsible and
responsive. Bos was back safely to be “rehomed,”
ultimately within me. We had almost eleven fun(and water-) filled years together.
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Our community sustains us. There are
tremendous accomplishments by ordinary people
doing great things. Just recently, you may have
read of the joy an IWSCA member experienced
by connecting a breeder rehome to a home that
had just lost their beloved aging IWS to cancer. It
happened purely through circumstance and
coincidence, supported by our great
communications. These are the experiences that
form the foundation of why Rescue exists. The
stories here of Izzy and Kelsey are more detailed
examples of how IWSCA Rescue supports our
dogs.
We plan our actions to first ensure the IWS’
safety, as well as to avert risk to IWSCA and our
membership. Sometimes, that is frustrating
because of our drive to act quickly to minimize
risk to an IWS. However, this care is necessary
for the ultimate good of the organization and the
dogs in general.
Rescue also faces legal challenges and liability
when taking IWS in. Ownership is a key issue.
While shelters have the ability to sever ownership
of dogs they take in, Rescue does not. We must
ensure, through legal documentation or
surrender, that ownership is terminated and
IWSCA has the authority to place a dog. We
require that all adoptive homes sign a contract,
very similar to the ownership contract our
breeders use.
A recent move to privatize breed Rescue resulted
in a number of clubs assigning responsibilities for
their homeless dogs to a separate, tax-exempt
organization. While this may enhance the tax
position of Rescue, it has critical disadvantages.
Many of my colleagues with other breed clubs
have come to support the position that such a

Water Spaniels with Experience—Continued
change removes accountability for puppy
placements and those of adult dogs by the
breeder for the IWS’s lifetime. This responsibility
is a great credit to our breed and any move to
disintegrate Breeders and Rescue would
compromise our dogs as it has other breeds
which have made the organizational change.
I endorse the integrated approach IWSCA takes
to our dogs. They are bred with care, placed
responsibly, their care typically contracted, and
their future monitored. We are a small community
committed to the IWS’s future.

I also encourage each of you with an interest in or
a need for the work IWSCA Rescue does to
communicate it. Only through the help of each of
you will we continue to succeed in supporting our
beloved dogs.
And, as we enter this season of Thanksgiving and
celebration, I wish to thank each of you who has
made a difference to IWS in need of a new home.
And may each of you experience a joyful yearend and embrace your role in our community.

Bosco, rehome boy from the mid-1980’s
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By Catherine Coles
Water Spaniels with Experience—Continued

K

elsey, from my first ever litter, was
returned to me after two years in a
wonderful home in the Fall of 2011. Due
to circumstances that no one could have
foreseen, this home was no longer suited to an
energetic dog.
Thanks to thorough socializing on the part of the
former owners, Kelsey fit right back into my home
and certainly could have stayed with us forever.
However, I eventually felt that she would be
happier in a home where she was front and
center, as before. After debating for several
months, I made the decision to contact the
IWSCA Rescue/Rehome group. Tara Darling and
Susanne Hogan suggested the Brights who had
already visited IWS and gone through excellent
screening.
They could not have selected a better home.
After many e-mails, we finally met in person at
the Maryland Sporting Dog show in March 2012

Kelsey getting to know Mr. Nibbles
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when we transferred ownership. Everyone in the
IWS community who met the Brights was kind
and encouraging to them and the IWS booth was
fantastic.
Letters, photos and updates have been constant
with Kelsey’s progress ever since. Going from a
quiet northern community with an older couple to
a busy family with cats, rabbits, chickens and
wildlife was an initial concern of mine that was
groundless. This family put in all the effort and
patience one could ask for. While I hope all future
homes are forever home for any puppies I ever
breed, I will certainly think of the IWSCA Rescue
first and foremost in the future. The breed and
everyone involved in the rehome should be very
proud.

By Sarah Reed
Water Spaniels with Experience—Continued

O

ne early
morning in June
I felt compelled
to check out the website of
our local dog shelter. Right
on the first page, I was
shocked to see a posting
of a female Irish Water
Spaniel looking for a
home. Of course no
picture was provided and
as dog identification by
shelters is not known for
being 100% accurate, I
found myself waiting at the
shelter when the doors
opened asking to see the
Cletus (left) meets Izzy (right)
IWS.
for the first time.
To be honest, when I first met Izzy, I had no idea
what to think. She was the right color and height
for an IWS but she was extremely underweight,
heavily matted, and had some additional
characteristics that had me perplexed. The
shelter told me she was an owner surrender and
that the former owner purchased her from a
breeder as a puppy. I took photos and videos of
Izzy and contacted IWSCA Rescue to ask for
assistance in identification. Susanne immediately
got back to me and guided me on the next steps
to take with the priority of getting Izzy into a safe
location.

remind myself that this family fell on bad times
(lost jobs and their house) and at least they
surrendered her to a shelter instead of
abandoning her in the street. Of course you could
debate that they should have seen her condition
sooner and gotten her help. While that may be
true, Izzy was now in a safe place and I needed
to focus my energy on getting this wonderful girl
back to good health instead of dwelling what
should have been done in the past.
What followed next for Izzy were several weeks
of isolation from other animals in my home (due
to her health status) and many hours of one-onone interaction outside. Izzy had zero muscle
tone and little stamina but lots of heart and desire
to do things. When given the all clear from the
veterinarian, we started building up her stamina
for short walks and discovered she loves to fetch.
In addition, she slowly got to meet my other
animals. She absolutely fell in love with my male
IWS and decided that the cats were cool but a
little scary. As the weeks passed, Izzy slowly put
on weight, started showing her goofy personality,
and became inseparable from my other dogs. It
became clear that Izzy had become a member of
our family.
Izzy still has a few quirks that we are working on
and could still gain a few more pounds, but,
otherwise, she is a healthy and happy dog who
loves to run around, fetch balls, and meet new
people.

The next day found me bringing a newly spayed,
filthy, and flea-ridden Izzy home to nurse back to
health. The plan was to be a short-term foster
home to get Izzy back on her feet and healthy
enough to go to her new forever home. Of
course, plans changed!
Izzy was not the first dog I have fostered, but I
was still overwhelmed by her condition. She was
basically piles of mats on top of skin and bones.
To compound the issue, she had a flea infestation
and smelled absolutely horrible. The shelter
insisted upon spaying her prior to her release so
she was not allowed to get a real bath until the
incision healed.
It was easy to feel very angry at her former
owners for letting her get in such a state. I had to
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By Elissa Kirkegard

Ch. Realta's Galileo CD TD RN MH MHU QAA
CGC WCX WDX Dockdogs SJ-R
BECOMES THE FIRST DUAL MASTER DOG

Th

e journey started out innocently enough.
I already had a Realta dog (Rodi) and
Rosemary Sexton bred a litter with Stella and
Caibre. Since Caibre's dad was a dog that I had
helped import from Eddie Lennon's famous
Lisnabrogue kennel so I was naturally drawn to
the litter. When Joe Quinn was willing to go to
Minnesota around Christmas (2002) and bring
back three pups, I was in. It meant that I had two
IWS males born about 18 months apart that
required field training, obedience training and
coat care. What could I have been thinking?
The boys got along great and started their
training with Pat Nolan in Hagerstown, MD. I
remember Pat's words after getting Gali through
the basics, "I think he is a pretty talented dog." At
that point, Gali concentrated on the qualifying
stake at AKC field trials.
At the end of every field trial season, I let the
dogs run some hunt tests for fun. So in the Fall of
2007, Gali completed his senior title easily. He
was 5 years old. In the Spring of 2008, I ran him
in some Master tests but I was really
concentrating on the field trials. I entered him in
some Amateur stakes and he did make it to the
water blind in an Amateur at the end of 2008.
In the Spring of 2009, I sent him South while I
finished up tax season in the frozen North. It is
common to send a retriever South in the winter
where the dogs can get water work and be ready
for the early Spring field trials and hunt tests.
They also offer some early hunt tests in the
South and so it was that Gali got his first Master
leg that Spring.
When he came up from the South, Gali ran in
some field trials and at the Long Island Field
Trial, he became a qualified all age dog. He took
second place in the Qualifying stake which put
him in the very small group of IWS ever to
achieve that designation. I believe there have
been maybe four IWS designated as QAA with
Gali presently the only living one.
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Gali spends the off season picking up at local
pheasant shoots where he excels at finding birds.
He is a joy to run and to train. He always gives
his all and his enthusiasm for his work is very
evident. When the Upland Hunt Tests were
offered starting in the Spring of 2011, it seemed a
natural fit for Gali. So we started in spaniel hunt
tests concentrating on picking up 10 legs for his
SHU and MHU. He was the first IWS to attain
both titles and so he was almost 9 years old
when we finished the spaniel work.
So it was, that I decided to finish his Master
(Retriever) title. What a journey! I started in
October 2011, took the Winter off and then ran
pretty much straight through until November 2012
when he finished.
His first Master Test in October 2011 was picture
perfect . . . until we got to the very last
requirement. It was the dreaded honor. This time
the dogs were side by side, each in their own
holding blind, each with a dog size hole for their
head to stick out. Gali was to the left of the
working dog but to the right of the working dog on
the same shore was a shot flyer. The flyer was
the last bird down and in order to get a better
view of it (a better shot so to speak), Gali crept
forward through the hold in the blind until he was
shoulder to shoulder with the working dog. The
judges deemed that my honor dog was interfering
with the working dog, so I had to get Gali out of
there. They actually gave the working dog a
number (permission to go) and he finished the
test.
So it was an auspicious start to finishing our
Master career. This is one of those times that you
say, "If I knew now what I should have known
then, I never would have chosen this route." Gali
needed four more legs to get his Master Title. It
took me twenty hunt tests to get those four legs
and everything that could happen did happen. If
Gali did not have bad luck, he had no luck at all.
In this day of electronic entries for hunt tests, it is
public knowledge how many tests you entered
and how many you pass. For the three Master
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Ch. Realta's Galileo CD TD RN MH MHU QAA CGC WCX WDX Dockdogs SJ-R
BECOMES THE FIRST DUAL MASTER DOG—Continued
dogs on the East Coast (Gali, Possum and
Blanche), it took anywhere from 18 to 20 tests to
complete their title. And for all intents and
purposes, these three dogs are all nice working
retrievers with the necessary drive and bidability
to pass these Master tests.
We picked up at the Master level in the Spring of
2012. A wonderful pass occurred at the Illinois
Golden Retriever Club Hunt test the weekend
prior to the St. Louis specialty with a large
contingent of IWS supporters participating and
cheering us on. Another leg for Gali was attained
at the Keystone Hunt Test when Joe Quinn's
Blanche (Gali's litter sister) finished her Master
title.
Then we had a long, arduous summer and fall
where we ran almost every weekend but fell short
in some way or another. It was frustrating and
discouraging when Gali would do the work but not
pass for some subjective infraction. These hunt
tests are set up on a pass/fail system. They were
developed to show case our hunting dogs. I must
admit that there were many times I was so
discouraged that I thought about quitting. But Gali
loved his birds and loved to retrieve and I knew
he could do the work. So we persevered.
Ch. Realta's Galileo CD RN TD SH MHU QAA
WCX WDX CGC DockDogs SJ-R completed his
Master Hunter (Retriever) title with back to back
passes at a double Master hosted by Back Bay Knotts Island in Remington, VA (November 1618). What made it even more special was the fact
that judges Dan and Peggy Ramsey are IWS
owners. They talked all weekend about their IWS
Higgins and what a great dog he is. Also, Mary
Ruth with niece Annie and Joe Quinn, who has
litter mate Blanche, were there for support and
encouragement.
It was the very last tests of the Fall season and it
was my last ditch effort to finish his title. I felt we
were running out of time. He was always listed in
the catalogue as the oldest dog running at 10
years old. For his age, he does not lack
enthusiasm. Just ask anyone who watches him
go to line for his birds! He flies out of the holding
blind, throws on the brakes, sits down and waits
for the birds to be thrown.
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For his age, he is in great shape. He is pretty gray
around the muzzle, a little cloudy in his eyes and
does not hear much but we work together well as
a team and he always gives me effort. A double
Master means that he picked up 24 birds in a
weekend and entered and re-entered the water
14 times. The water was extremely cold (with
skim ice in the morning) and Gali is not sporting a
lot of hair around his neck and belly. It was so
brave of him to continue to enter that water with
such enthusiasm and come out with his teeth
chattering. His water blinds were superb and he
never thought about cheating a mark in the water.
He gave me his all that weekend and I could not
be more proud of him. He can now retire and
accompany me on pheasant shoots where he can
do anything he wants!
I am truly blessed to be the owner of such a
special IWS. Just last month, he completed his
Rally Novice title working well, right beside me,
looking up, trying to do the right thing and placing
3rd.
I would be remiss if I did not thank Rosemary
Sexton for breeding such an extraordinary litter.
Three Master Hunters out of the same litter will
remain a record for many years to come. I knew
that Gali was a pretty talented retriever and he
has surpassed all of my wild expectations. Thank
you Rosemary. And Dede Selph and Joe Quinn
deserve recognition for using Lisnabrogue Fane
and then Caibre with Stella to produce this litter.
Since my Yeates was from Eddie Lennon's
Lisnabrogue kennel, it pulled at my heart strings
to know that Gali went back to Lisnabrogue.
Lastly, I need to thank the IWS community. Your
friendship means so much to me and your
endless support, help, and encouragement
allowed us to reach this monumental place. It has
been quite a journey filled with laughter and love.
Thank you to all of you.

Gali and Possum

Photo by Jodi Goff
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By Laurel Baglia

CHIC List as of October 1, 2012
ILDANOCH SWEETWATER BROWN ALE

83837

CHANTICO'S LIGHT OF LAND AND SEA

83892

CUARDACH MAKES MY HEART SOAR

84008

CAT'S DANNY O' DOWD

84223

FOLLY'S CANDY APPLE RED

84360

By Deb Nezgoda

IWSCA’S First All Breed Agility Trial Fund Raiser
The IWSCA had a successful fundraiser on May
18, 19, and 20th in the form of an All Breed Agility
Trial held at Rush N Around Agility and
Obedience in Manhattan, Illinois, about 50 miles
southwest of Chicago. Our date for 2013 is Labor
Day weekend Sept. 1, 2, and 3. Start your
planning now.
Though it was touch and go to see if we could
manage to have five members of our IWSCA
present for a committee, at the last minute we
were able to pool all our resources and have five
members present each day. This is something
that is a rule of AKC and it is very important that
we abide by this rule so we avoid fines. I would
like to thank my committee of Sandy Ascot,
Nancy Bogusch, Pat Morton, Susanne Hogan,
Steve Churchill, Joe Nezgoda, and yours truly.
We were able to flip flop these people around so
we had exactly five people each day. We really
need a bigger pool of people so that when
unforeseen circumstances come up we are able
to fill in with another body. Please consider
adding yourself to the pool next year so that I
don’t age too quickly. I will offer my house and
food for a warm body.
Our committee members also served as workers
for the trial. Steve brought that great sense of
humor which is so badly needed by the third day.
He nicely volunteered Joe for everything!
Susanne was working the gate and didn’t know
any of the teams personally but was able to do a
bang up job. Pat Morton was scribing many
classes. Nancy and Sandy were setting bars and
running sheets.
The weather was beautiful! We had a total of 737
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runs with a net profit of $3,000.00 for IWSCA.
The exhibitors were very pleased with their gifts
that we offered for each dog entered for the
weekend. We had leash and collar sets that we
paid $1.00 for each at Old Navy. We also had
porcelain water bowls, treats and furniture covers
for those who wanted something else. We had
many workers for our trial from the agility
community itself. We provided them with a lunch,
snacks, and a homemade sweet table and gave
them each a gift of an aluminum water bottle with
a bookmark attached with a personal thank you
note on the back. Our exhibitors were all very
happy and had a wonderful weekend. I have
received many compliments from the agility
community itself on what a great trial we had.
Committee members, JOB WELL DONE!!
This year’s trial was one week from our National
at Purina but it was the only weekend that was
available at this facility that wouldn’t be within 100
miles of another agility trial so we took it. The club
that usually has this weekend was nice enough to
let us have their date this year and this year only.
Starting 2013 we will have the Labor Day
weekend and this will be our very own date which
the Collie Club is giving up. I am asking people to
start planning early so that you have the date
open. We would like to have about 10 people so
that we can have at least 5 committee members
on the grounds each day. The worker gifts that I
have for this coming year will knock your socks
off. If you could write us in for a date on your
calendar, we would be thrilled to have you and I
can guarantee you will enjoy your experience.
Deb Nezgoda, Trial Chair of IWSCA All Breed
Agility Trial

By Grattan Foy

Southeast Regional Report
MARK YOUR CALENDARS--Saturday
February 16, 2013.

The Infodog site is: http://www.infodog.com/
clubs/2013145601.HTM

SEIWS group is hosting an official Supported
Entry in conjunction with the Carolina Foothills
Cluster at the TD Exposition Center, in Greenville,
South Carolina. The Spartanburg SC Kennel Club
is hosting that day. There are all breed shows
Friday and Saturday as well.

Entry fee is $26 per dog/day.

Trophies are being arranged by Deborah and
Ashley Richardson.
There is Obedience and Rally and generally they
hold CERF and HEART clinics as well as Judge's
Education opportunities. This is a really nice,
spacious, well-organized show site.

**Flash** New Champion. Tosh Takes Winners
Bitch two days at Salem, Virginia Mountain
Cluster to finish her Championship. Ch D'locks
Causin a Commotion n Midwood owned by
Grattan Foy and Enzo Marfella. Bred by Grattan
Foy, Lynn Musgrave and Enzo Marfella.
**Flash** Group placements in Puppy and Bred
By group for Zack owned by Deborah and Ken
Hughes. Bred by Deborah and Ken Hughes of
ildanoch Kennels.

By Hannah Loonsk

Mid-Atlantic Regional Report
2013 Maryland Sporting Dog Show
Mark your calendar for the 2013 Maryland
Sporting Dog Show on March 1-3, 2013! The
IWSCA Supported Entry and Sweepstakes is
Saturday, March 2nd. Judging is indoors and
features rally, obedience, juniors and breed at the
Charles County Fairgrounds in Bel Alton,
Maryland. This year we are thrilled to also offer a
Sweepstakes for Puppies and Veterans.
Maryland Sporting Dog is always a special event
for the IWS! Each year we have our own building
for grooming, crating and socializing, a time for
great camaraderie, great food and great prizes.
(Every IWS shown walks out of the ring a winner
at the supported entry.)

select dog on the 3rd day. All three days were 5
point majors and he finished on the 3rd day,
September 30th. He is now GCH MACH4
Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RA JH MXB2 MJB2
MXF T2B, owned and bred by Stephanie O’
Reilly.
Got News?
If you have any IWS-related news which you
would like to be included in the next Mid-Atlantic
Regional Report, please send it to me at
hannahlo@comcast.net. It can be anything
(photos, show results, stories, brags,
announcements, etc.).
Thanks and Happy Fall!

If you have any questions, contact Marilyn
Cantrell at marilynIWSrealtor@gmail.com or 703860-9669
Congratulations to Stephanie’s Clark, a new
grand champion!
Clark (GCH MACH4 Cuardach Blaze The Trail
CD RA JH MXB2 MJB2 MXF T2B) finished his
Grand Championship at the Wine Country shows
held in Romulus, New York. He showed three
days and went Best of Opposite Friday and
Saturday (the IWSCA supported entry). He went
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By Cynthia Rothbun

Northeast Regional Report
ALIQUIPPA, PA
October 6-7
Bryce BOB (4 pt major)
Rugged RW
Sonny Select
Bryce WD (2 pt)
Rugged RW
Sonny BOB
WINE COUNTRY CLUSTER
Finger Lakes Kennel Club‑‑IWS Supported
Entry
Conformation

PERFORMANCE
Margot Nielson’s Nuala (Castlehill's Upon Fields
Of Gold, RN, JH) earned 2 Novice legs
Jeremy/Kim Kezer’s Selchie earned her Novice
Agility Jumpers (NAJ)
From Natalie Galdi Weissman:
Ch. Castlehill's Knight Sir Jared CGC TDI UD
RAE RL1X3 R2X3 RL3X3 ARCHMASTER
RLVX RLVX2 UDX competed at the Golden Rule
Trials in CDSP Trial September 8 and 9. In the 4
trials, he picked up 14 OTCH points bringing his
total to 66 on his way to the 100 points needed
for the OTCH-C in obedience in CDSP. He had 3
second place finishes and 1 third place finish.

Judge: Dorothy M. MacDonald
1 Puppy 6 - 9 Mos. DOG BALLYHOO'S QI
MICKEY MC-SARACEN
1/RW Puppy 9 - 12 Mos. DOG BEAUFIELD'S
BOUNDARY WATERS AT POOLE'SIDE
2 Puppy 9 - 12 Mos. DOG I.M. NAVARONE'S
MR BEAN
1 Bred By Exhibitor DOG CHANTICO'S ISLE
OF CELTIC DEW
2 Bred By Exhibitor DOG ALTO'S CALLING DR
BOMBAY
1/BW/W (5pt) Open DOG CASTLEHILL'S
UISCE BEATHA FROM OZ
2 Open DOG NAWEDSHOE IM LIVE FREE
OR DIE
3 Open DOG CASTLEHILL'S CUARDACH THE
RIGHT STUFF O'CRISPIN
1/RW Bred By Exhibitor BITCH NAVARONE'S
ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS
1/W (1 pt) Open BITCH POOLE'S IDE CLASSY
CHASSIS
B/G3 GCH. WHISTLETOP'S RILEY ON FIRE
OS CH/MACH4 CUARDACH BLAZE THE
TRAIL,CD,RA,MXF,JH
Sel dog CH. MALLYREE HERE COMES THE
SON
Sel bitch GCH. MALLYREE'S CONTESSA AT
POOLE'S IDE
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At The Versatile K9 Trial in Andover New Jersey,
Jared qualified in Utility at both trials adding 4
more points to his OTCH score. He now has 70
on his way to 100. It was the first time back in
the ring after his scare two weeks ago when he
was extremely ill. Everyone was happy to see
him back smiling and wagging. Natalie and
ARCHMX UDX-C CH. Castlehill's Knight Sir
Jared CGC TDI UD RAE RL1X3 RL2X3 RL3X3
RLVX2

By Susan Sarracino-Deihl

Midwest Regional Report
Irishers and their owners in the Midwest continue
to show how talented and versatile our Irishers
are with placements and titles in the conformation
ring, obedience, agility and the field.
CONFORMATION – Group 1 and New CH
GCh. D'Locks Evenstar of Beaufield (Cahle)
ended the summer with finishing her GCh and
started the fall show season by winning her first
Group 1 at the Greater Layfette Kennel Club on
September 15, 2012. Judge was long time IWS
owner/breeder Pat Brenner. Congratulations to
owners Bridget Kvarnlov & Lynn Musgrave, cobreeder Sharon Moreland and handler Deb
Patterson!
Kyla--Ch Whistlestop’s Bright and
Beautiful--finished her Ch September 15, 2012, at
the Wenatchee, Washington Kennel Club show.
Signe Holtz-Halvorson wishes to thank Colleen
McDaniel, Stacy Duncan, Gwen and Kent Meyer,
Susan Foote-Martin, and Pat Morton for
completing Kyla's championship. Signe,
congratulations to you and lovely Kyla!!

Performance Grand Prix finals.
Congratulations Jen and Brag--CH MACH2 Mole
End Inflated Ego MXG MJG XF. And did I
mention how talented this boy is?!?
Accomplishments--VETERAN at 10.5 yrs of
age--and AKC and USDAA titles--CH MACH 2
PDCH Mole End Inflated Ego PSCH, PKCHBronze, PJCH-Bronze, PRCH, PTM-Bronze,
PGM. WOW!!!
FIELD – NEW SHU & JHU
Susan Sarracino-Deihl reports that
Katie--Aquashores Saracen Falling Waters
SHU--and Maddie--Realta Saracen Forevermore
JHU--finished their titles with flying colors. Katie
finished her SHU on the 9th of September while
Maddie finished her JHU on the 8th and earned an
‘insurance leg’ on the 9th at the Minnesota
Hunting Spaniel Assoc. hunt tests. Susan wishes
to thank Katie’s and Maddie’s breeders, Joe &
Loura Quinn and Rosemary Sexton, respectively,
for entrusting these lovely girls to her care.
CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!!!

OBEDIENCE – New UD
Deb Nezgoda reports that Ba-Rock earned his
3rd leg on his UD October 14, 2012. He is now
CH Whistle Stop Winds of Change VCD1, UD,
OA. Congratulations Deb!
AGILITY – 5th place Performance Grand Prix
Finals at 2012 Cynosport World Games
Jen Weaver and Brag continue their winning
ways in agility. Brag, Dare and Quasi attended
the 2012 Cynosport World Games in agility held
in Commerce City, CO September 26-30.
Dare and Quasi (CH Mole End Dare Me AX AXJ
NF and Mole End One And Only
MX,MXJ,MJB,OF) did very well but Brag and Jen
were the big stars, winning 5th place in the
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By Colleen McDaniel

Northwest Regional Report
Happy Fall to all. We here in the NW have had an
exceptional run of good weather breaking all
kinds of records for heat and lack of rain. But the
down side is that we have had many fires raging
all over the state. As we are starting hunting
season, it will be interesting to see what impact
the fires have had on the game birds.
The fires were a concern for those of use going to
the Wenatchee Kennel Club shows in midSeptember. But all the IWS owners entered
braved the situation and showed up to show their
dogs. (Colleen Rebello entered her girl, Ivy. She
called the other day to say how excited she was
when Ivy got the Breed and won one of the
“Apple” trophies. She has wanted one for years!)
The smoke was all around the show sight the first
day but over-all air quality at the show was not
bad. The next day, the winds had changed and
we were all glad to show and go. And while
driving through Eastern Washington the past two
weekends, smoke was still visible in many areas
and strong smelling in some. The rain has arrived
just in time for opening weekend of hunt season!
The NW folks have been very active with their
dogs in the last two months. I think Christine
Robertson with her boy Riki gets the nod for most
venues. Riki earned a Novice B leg and an
Advanced Rally leg in August at IWSCOPS. He
got his second Senior leg towards his SH in
September. Over Labor Day he picked up his first
upland Master pass. And he participated in his
first dock diving competition earning a placement.
I love it when our wonderful IWS get an
opportunity to showcase something. In that vein,
Martha Jordan sent the following information: It
has been a nearly 2 year journey pioneering the
new AKC obedience class: Advanced Teamwork.
Gromit and I have now shown 13 times, more
than any other competitor. However, Gromit is not
one to enjoy the ring experience. Not only has
this class been a challenge to train, it is also true
in the ring, especially so with noisy or chaotic
show sites. Gromit has been a trooper, educating
a lot of judges and encouraging others to try this
AT thing. He has a following among many judges
around the country. And at last, he got a score
above 170, a respectable 184.5, a pass if this
were a regular class, yeah!!!. This was at our
regional specialty show in August. More clubs are
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offering this class as a result of our dedicated
effort to show at every show offering the class
this past year. I encourage anyone with a
hankering for something different and
entertaining, give it a try. We found it a great way
to be creative, have fun and be educational and
entertaining as well. Thanks to all those who
helped us get this far.
Bill Ellis writes: HR Grainne’s Lorcan Ui
Donnachaidh CD RAE JH WC NAP NJP CGC
(Lorcan) has fully recovered from a severe
shoulder injury a year ago and has just returned
as a happy retriever from his first duck hunt of the
year.
We are all happy to see Lorcan and Bill back
together as a team. While waiting for Lorcan to
get cleared to go again, Bill “played” with his
wife’s boy, Finnegan. Bill writes: Whistlestop’s
Solabharthact (Finnegan) managed to hold it
together despite all the interesting distractions at
the IWSCOPS Specialty and complete his RA
title.
Tammy Walker with Mowgli was the sole IWS to
run the fall WC. But Mowgli did the breed proud
and qualified for a WC.
Stacy Duncan with Annah has managed to get a
group placement each weekend they have been
out. Although they are not really pushing the
show circuit right now, Annah still has managed
to rack up a number of Group Ones and other
placements in the last few months. Enough to put
her in the top 20 Sporting Dogs.
Although on the East Coast, we still consider
Riley a NW dog. She has been burning the
candle on both ends back East. She garnered
Best of Breed all four days of the supported Wine
Country circuit and placed in group all four days. I
believe this is the first time that has happened at
Wine Country. She also just earned her eighth
Best in Show AND she is the first IWS to get a
Reserve Best in Show.
In six days, 1,600 miles and four shows we
brought home six new titles. Littermates Kasen,
Brynn and Harry all completed their
championship, all from the Bred-By Exhibitor
class. Harry and Justice completed their RN title.
And Harry completed his CD to make him CH

Northwest Regional Report—Continued
Whistle Stop’s Repeat the Magic CD RN JH
which earns him All-Around status. Kasen, Brynn
and Harry are 19 months old. Rod and Renae are
very happy Kasen got his CH as they are starting
into hunting season and want his coat cut way
back before hitting the brush looking for
pheasants. Brynn will continue to be Loren’s
Junior dog and Loren is also going to pursue a
CD on her. Loren has already put the RN on her.
Harry will start his training for Senior with hopes
of beginning to run tests in the spring. Justice has
not decided what he wants to be when he grows
up.
Jack’s girl, Java, got a late start in the season for
hunt tests but did manage to earn two legs on her
JH before the test season was over. Patrice and
Russ have also been active with Cooper and
Tooey in hunt tests. I know they have both earned
legs in upland and I believe Tooey earned
another JH leg. It already is shaping up to be a
busy spring for all of our working dogs.
And Jim Aske sent me the following message:
Caden did great today. He retrieved 7 ducks with

no issues. He kicked up three pheasants and
about 5 quail. Then he found a porcupine and that
didn’t go so well! Thankfully he only had 7 quills in
the tip of his nose. He was smart enough not to
charge in after being poked and stayed away.
We have some new puppies amongst the IWS
clan. The Urban’s have a sweet young girl named
Paige. She is from the Etta/Seamus litter. Judy
lives in the same area as the Urbans and she has
a young male, Keane, from the Tooey/Cork litter.
It is her first IWS. I see some play dates in those
pups’s future!
I have to mention the 2013 IWSCOPS calendar. I
just got mine and it is the BEST one ever. I love
it!!!
Looking forward to the holidays and all the family
and fun things that go along with that. The
IWSCOPS Christmas party is one of the
highlights of the season. We invite anyone that is
in the area to come and join in the fun and good
food.

By Liz Liddle

Southwest Regional Report
Happy Autumn!
Things have been fairly quiet on the Southwest
front in this quarter.
Bella, however, is still out there kicking it up with
the group placements. We are very proud of our
Southwest girl. Congratulations Michelle
Cummings and Bella!
Bella, GCH Whistle Stop's Wind on the Water
Owner: Michelle Cummings Breeders: Colleen
McDaniel, Stacy Duncan
8/26/2012
Santa Barbara KC
Dr. Richard Meen
Grp 4

9/29/2012
Bonanza KC
Michelle Billings
Grp 4
10/11/2012
Idaho Capital KC
Charlotte McGowan
Grp 4
10/12/2012
Idaho Capital KC
Norman Patton
Grp 3
Wishing all of you a wonderful fall season with
some beautiful days to go out and enjoy your
curly friends!!

9/23/2012
Yuba City KC
Lawrence Sinclair
Grp 4

Winter, 2013 ♦ 21 ♦ IWSCA

By Deborah Bilardi

I

Sweet Sixteen

am so proud of our Michelle, I have to brag.
On October 7, 2012 CH Mystic Cavan
Michelle CGC was 16 wonderful years old.
Funny, it does not seem that long since I was
inviting myself over to Nancy Wiley’s house, at
least once a week, to visit her litter of 12 puppies.
With a six month old pup from Nancy’s first litter
at home, I really had no intention of getting
another girl so soon, but when Orange Girl’s
home fell through, that changed and so did our
lives!
Michelle always wanted to be Empress of the
World, but big sister Rose kept her in line, at the
back of the line! In the 2 years and 8 months
since we lost Rose, Michelle has thoroughly
enjoyed being an Empress and exercising her
powers to their fullest extent. She has a check
list and a stop watch that she uses to run the
house. Each day is the same. First walk 5:45
AM, 15 minutes before the alarm rings, first
cookie 6:50, breakfast 7:00, second cookie
7:30, and so the day goes until last cookie of
the day, just before bed time. And do not think
a cookie 30 minutes before bedtime counts
because she still wants the Bed Time Cookie
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from her Dad! We think she may have been a
Drill Sargent in a past life.
Some of Michelle’s favorite rules include any toy
that happens to roll near her is now hers, any toy
she rolls on is hers, and that Tristan, her 2 year
old brother, must be beat up at least once a day.
Her favorite things include long walks on the
beach and splashing in the ocean waves. She is
still healthy and has all her faculties. Her nose is
exceptionally good, but she will play the selective
hearing card once in a while. Every day she
amazes us with her intelligence and physical
abilities. As an example, she can still get her front
feet on the van bumper.
October 7th is also my mother’s and husband
Tony’s birthday. I will not tell you how old they
are!
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