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President’s Message 

Submitted by Jeremy Kezer

As many of you may know, in 
November Helen Howard made the 
difficult decision to step down as IWSCA 
President. Helen’s husband Dave has 
been having some serious health issues 
and she needs to focus her attention on 
helping Dave with his recovery.

On behalf of the Board and myself, 
I want to thank Helen for her service to 
the club. While she won’t be contributing 
to the club as a board member, she will 
continue to be active in the club at the 
committee level. I’m gratified that she’s 
able to share with us the benefit of her 
experience and knowledge. And I wish 
her and Dave lots of positive energy and 
well wishes with Dave’s recovery.

Helen stepping down has caused 
some changes on the Board of Directors. 
Under our By-laws, the 1st Vice-
President (me) moves to the President’s 
position, and the 2nd Vice-President 
(Linda Deckard) moves to 1st Vice-
President. The Board then selected 

Dana Louttit to fill the 2nd VP position. 
I am very pleased that Dana has 
volunteered to join the Board. Dana has 
included a short bio in this newsletter 
for those of you who don’t know Dana.

I know that Helen had goals she set 
out to accomplish during her term, 
some of which she wasn’t able to see 
through to completion in her abbreviated 
tenure. It’s my hope that the Board and 
I can continue to make progress on 
these issues as well as some new goals, 
which will be mentioned in a future 
column. I’m very excited to be able to 
serve the club and look forward to 
working with the Board and committees 
to make 2014 a productive and fun year.

In this column I want to mention 
two stellar achievements in the breed. 
First, Riley (GCh Whistlestop’s Riley 
On Fire) has now surpassed Dugan’s 
(Am/Can/Bda Ch Oaktree’s Irishtocrat 
CD) record for Best In Shows and 
continues to set new records. It’s widely 
acknowledged that Dugan had 34 Best 
In Show wins. Riley matched that 
record and broke it with her 34th & 

35th Best In Show wins in Philadelphia 
the weekend of November 16th, and 
Riley’s record now stands at 39 Best In 
Shows and she’s still going strong. 
Another notable accomplishment was 
winning the Sporting group at the  
2013 AKC/Eukanuba National 
Championship show in Florida in 
December 2013.

Riley was bred by Colleen McDaniel 
and Stacy Duncan, is owned by Greg 
Siner and Tom & Bethany Urban, and 
handled by Rick Krieger.

The other dog I want to mention is 
Clark (GCH CH MACH6 Cuardach 
Blaze The Trail CD RE JH MXG2 
MJG2 MXF T2B WC), who earned his 
MACH6 title on November 17th the 
only Irish Water Spaniel to ever achieve 
that level! There have been several IWS 
that have earned their MACH (Master 
Agility Champion), and a handful who 
have earned their MACH2. But Clark 
is the only Irisher to earn a MACH3 
and beyond. Clark was bred by 
Stephanie and Betty Wathne, and is 
owned by Stephanie and Jeff Rife, and 
handled by Stephanie.

Earning just a single MACH 
requires a high level of engagement you 
must earn 750 championship points 
(earned by running under the course 
time) as well as earning 20 Double Q’s 
(qualifying in both the jumpers and 
standard agility courses on the same 
day). It requires commitment, 
consistency, and a speedy dog! To 
achieve a MACH6 requires, well, six 
times that level of focus and dedication. 
Stephanie and Clark are clearly enjoying 
themselves running agility and they 
continue to compete and work towards 
their MACH7. Stephanie and all three 
of her dogs Glider, Ryan and Clark 

(Continued on page 2)
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IWSCA Board Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2013 
Meeting Called to Order 8:06 PM EDT

Presiding: President Jeremy Kezer
Attending: Sandy Ascot, Linda 

Deckard, Dana Louttit, Emily Pikul, 
Jack McDaniel, Greg Johnson, Lynn 
Musgrave

The Board welcomed incoming 2nd 
VP Dana Louttit

1. Reading of Minutes of Last Meeting--
previously approved

2. Reports of Secretaries
a. Emily Pikul, Corresponding 

Secretary–Correspondence
•	 	Replied	to	Florence;	will	share	reply	

to Colleen before sending.
b. Lynn Musgrave, Recording 

Secretary
•	 	Board	 voted	 5-1	 (6-1	with	Sandy’s	

written vote) to appoint Dana Louttit 
to fill 2nd VP seat through April 30, 
2015.

•	 	Received	 annual	 dues	 notice	 from	
the AKC and forwarded to the 
Board. Sandy will renew.

•	 	Discussion	 items	 this	 month:	
Determining exact number of BIS 
wins	by	Irishtocrat;	how	to	recognize	
new record set by Riley. Discussion 
of letter regarding Facebook post. 
Resolution: Reply indicating there is 
no action to be taken as post was 
removed and club does not control 

social media.
•	 List	discussion	of	location	of	Archive	

CD/ROMs/flash drive used in 2011.
•	 Reminder	of	 future	meeting	dates:	

Wednesday January 8, 2014, 
February 4, 2014.

3. Report of Treasurer Sandy Ascot
Sandy has received one $100 

donation for the AKC legislative 
request. Will send the AKC dues check 
out this week. Greg and Sandy have 
both worked with Sally regarding 
PayPal and the website. Will continue 
to work with Sally regarding various 
accounts.

Recently spoke with Shona regarding 
QuickBooks. Needs to follow-up with 
Jim Rubin regarding non-prof it 
bookkeeping. 2010 in loaded--
attempting to load 2012 in hopes it will 
load easily.

Signature Card–Lynn still needs 
notary.

Investment Paper work. Greg 
provided signature and sent to Helen. 
Need Articles of Incorporation. It’s on 
the website. Sandy has sent a $24K 
check.

Jeremy requested year end bank 
statement of accounts for Recording 
Secretary/Club Files.

Jeremy requested having credit card 
reader(s) available with account set up 
by the specialty.

4. Reports of Committees (per Liaison) 

*Committee Reports are all included here this 
month .

Action Item: Review new Liaison 
Assignments resulting from change in 
Board members.

For now, Linda will continue to liaise 
with Rescue. Jeremy doesn’t anticipate 
major changes but wants to take a bit 
more time to review and will share 
liaison recommendations with the 
Board via the Board Yahoo list.

b. Linda Deckard (Rescue, 
Legislative, Public Ed/Outreach/PR): 

Rescue assisted in rehoming one of 
Catherine Cole’s girls.

They have received many requests for 
rehomes/rescues, from eastern part of 
US. Missy McMunn is taking the lead 
on this effort and to date two bitches 
have been identified. Both are 4 to 5 
years old and need single dog homes. 

A rescue dog bred by a deceased 
breeder needs a second surgery. The 
breeder had donated funds to rescue, 
which Tara says is more than enough to 
cover the additional surgery. Money 
hasn’t reached the club as yet, due to 
estate settlement.

Tara is still waiting for final response 
from the Board regarding liability 
insurance.

Action Item: Resolving question of 
personal insurance for Rescue (and 
other volunteers). Linda reviewed D&O 
liability insurance and feels Rescue 
Chairs and volunteers are covered. She 
read the pertinent clause to the Board. 

were invited to the Eukanuba Agility 
Invitational, where both Glider and 
Clark made it into the finals. We were 
fortunate to be ringside to watch them 
run and it was a thrill to see two IWS 

competing in the finals rounds!
Last, I want to wish you and your 

dogs a happy, healthy and adventure-
filled New Year’s! I’m really looking 
forward to the 2014 Specialty in Utah, 

coming up in a few short months in 
April. I hope to see you all there!

Sincerely, 
Jeremy Kezer

President’s Message (Continued from page 1)
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Discussion regarding wrongful acts and 
“individual insured” and the meaning 
thereof. Dana suggested resolving with 
an agent. Linda will follow up with 
Equisure and inform Tara of progress.

Action Item: Discuss Linda’s 
proposal for Rescue/Breeder agreement. 
She will be reviewing rescue tracking 
form and hopes to have a new draft in 
January.

Breeder/Rescue Letter regarding 
f inancial/physical responsibility for 
dogs identif ied as coming from 
individual breeders. Dana noted the 
date of breeder signature should be the 
operative date regarding incurred 
expenses. Discussion regarding sending 
certified mail--time limit of seven days 
was agreed upon by all. Dana will work 
with Linda to resolve ambiguities and 
Linda will share a redraft. History of 
Donovan was discussed.

Public Ed and Outreach: Jeremy is 
coord inat ing Eukanuba MBT 
participation with John Assid 
coordinating Florida membership 
participation. Jeremy believes the booth 
is covered with volunteers and dogs. 
Materials (banners) from last year will 
be used. Brochures, literature, and 
doggie bags are being mailed and plants 
and volunteer snacks will be purchased 
locally. 

Action Item: Approve budget shared 
this week. Discussion regarding request 
for per diems for parking fees etc. 
Jeremy will donate his back to volunteers 
to help with expenses. Jack moves to 
approve, Linda seconded. Budget 
approved unanimously.

Legislative/Archives: Regarding 
questions about the Disclaimer on the 
web site: Jeremy asked Emily to reply 
saying we would not address a specific 
law/legislation because our membership 
is subject to multiple regional, state and 
national laws.

c. Jeremy Kezer (COC, BEC, 
Specialty)

BEC–Action Item: BEC has elected 
new chair Lynn Musgrave and requests 
Board approval. Unanimously approved. 

Greg and Jeremy have a proposal to 
share with the BEC. It will be reviewed 
and shared with the Board first.

COC: The committee is still working 
on a third draft--main item of discussion 
at present is whether to require CHIC 
for all breeding members.

Specialties: 2014 All AKC events 
are showing up on the web site and are 
approved, with the exception of agility 
which is still pending. They are in the 
process of changing all closing dates to 
April 2nd. A batch of web site updates 
were made but there are still lots of 
things to be f illed in. Jeremy has 
discussed the by-law requirements for 
the AGM with them.

Budget: Jeremy shared 2010 budget 
spreadsheet with Holly.

2015 Nothing new to report
2016 Nothing new to report
Nom Com: Jeremy spoke with Rick 

last week. The Nom Com believes all 
open positions have candidates but will 
solicit volunteers on Rat Tails.

d. Emily Pikul (Merchandise, 
Gazette, Newsletter)

Merchandise: Nothing new with 
PayPal. Emily hopes to discuss with 
Sandy and Sally soon or after Christmas. 
Has a database and photos. Discussion 
regarding whether the website is limited 
by the “buttons” available on the 
Freewebs website. After the setup for 
the Membership renewal, Merchandise 
will have a better feel for setting up 
Paypal for the merchandise and whether 
the number of buttons is adequate.

Gazette: Possible changes ahead--
deadline for last Gazette article was 
missed. Emily will make sure next issue 
(in three months) has an article. Jeremy 
asked about the previously reported 
backlog of articles ready to go. Emily 
said she didn’t know of one.

Newsletter: Nothing new this 

month for the liaison. 
From the Board list this month: 

Jeremy’s email from 11/15 regarding 
communication problems between 
Annette and Mark and directing 
committees to supply reports regularly 
so Annette can reliably predict content. 

Emily shared the tentative calendars 
and deadlines today including themes 
and suggested covers.

Dana requested info on and charges 
by Bear. Hard copy NLs are going out 
in envelopes.

e. Greg Johnson (Membership, 
Website/Electronic Media/Awards)

Website: Sally is working on details 
for the Pay Pal Portal. Following that, 
work will begin on updates to the site 
(see above regarding possible website 
limitations).

E-Media: Greg is archiving club 
business related files from Rat Tails on 
flash drives.

Awards: Application for 2014 awards 
(to be presented in 2014) is in the current 
NL. Greg is working on uploading to 
website and RattailsOnly.

M e mb e r s h ip:  Sh a r e d  t he 
membership breakdown by region 
earlier this week. Our US membership 
total: 352. As of today 216 regular, 68 
household inc luding 25 new 
membership units totaling 32 new 
individual members. Canada: 18 
regular, 6 household, total 30 
individuals. International: 22 individual 
and 2 household for a total of 26. Total 
IWSCA membership: 408

Renewal Mailing Expenses: 240 for 
envelopes and stamps (Greg and his 
employer donated paper) Greg stated 
the URL for renewals via PayPal will be 
functional by December 10 (notices are 
provided with renewals). Bouncing 
emails have been drastically reduced 
thanks to updating the database. 

f. Lynn Musgrave (H&G/
Database, NIH, Judges Ed)
(Continued on page 4)
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H&G/Database: Nothing new this 
month

NIH: Still awaiting report from Dr. 
Ostrander

Judges Ed: Nothing new this month. 
Approving mentors still under review 
Reminder: We still need to name 
another JEC Coordinator/Chair. 
Jeremy will follow up with Colleen 
regarding mentor approval process. Jack 
questioned chair issue--Jeremy will 
address with Colleen.

g. Jack McDaniel
AKC Delegate: Jack is headed to 

Eukanuba next weekend. He has 
reported to the Membership and asked 
for input. He will pursue Liz Weaver’s 
request to address OFA policy of not 
publishing non-passing results without 
permission. The request is to 
automatically publish unless box is 
checked not to (as opposed to current/
opposite policy). Will man Health 
Foundation desk during Eukanuba.

5. Unfinished Business
a. Report on Jack’s new committee 

(Field Education and Performance 

Education) request. Jack has researched 
and spoken with some potential 
volunteers. Won’t approach f ield 
committee until he has firm concept in 
his mind.

b. Progress on codifying/approving 
committee directives. Jeremy restated 
the goal of having specific charters for 
each committee including directives for 
newsletter articles. Also a list of current 
members by committee. Linda 
suggested a template to send to each 
committee. Lynn referred Board to 
H&G website page as an example. 
Jeremy asked all liaisons to report back 
with committee members for every 
committee.

6. Election of New Members
Mary Daly, Mary Connolly, Edith 

Blackwell, Michael Rossetti, Robert 
Hogan. Jack moved to approve. Jeremy 
seconded. Unanimously approved.

7. New Business
a. Discussion of request to add 

Canadian rep for purposes of 
communicating Canadian news to NL 

and list. Jack suggested having one 
member represent both Canada and 
Internat iona l members.  Lynn 
nominated Wendy O’Leary to be 
International Correspondent and reach 
out to Canadian/international members. 
Jack seconded. Carried unanimously. 
Greg suggested that her job description 
be drafted and included with newsletter 
info on website. Emily will notify her 
and let her know duties will follow.

b. Review of regions by membership 
numbers–tabled until January. The 
Board will continue to examine the SE 
and Mid Atlantic demographically and 
will and make recommended changes 
in any next month. Should changes be 
recommended, members in affected 
states and regions will be asked for 
comment.

8. Adjournment
Jack moved and Jeremy seconded. 

Unanimously carr ied. Meeting 
adjourned at 10:25 PM EDT.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lynn Musgrave, Recording Secretary

December Board Meeting Minutes (Continued from page 3)

Irish Water Spaniel Club Of America National Specialty  -  In - Utah  2014
Calendar Date Schedule Events Location 
April 25, 2014  Tracking Pleasant Valley Ranch 
    Friday  5712 So. Adams Ave, Ogden, Utah 84405
Seminars:	1.	Mary	Thompson	–		Tracking,	K-9	Nose,	First	Aide	•	2.	Misalyn	Armstrong	–	Why	&	How	What	She	Does	
April 26, 2014  Field Events, Upland Birds    Lee Kay Center
   Saturday And Bird Dog Match 6000 W. 2100 So., Salt Lake City, Utah 84128 
Seminars:	1.	Martha	Jordan	–	Oat	Obedience	Advanced	•	2.	Walter	Kilmer	–	Rally	
April 27, 2014 Agility Legacy Event Center 
  Sunday  151 So. 1100 W., Farmington, Utah 84025
Seminar:  1. Greg Siner – Grooming AGM Meeting 
April 28, 2014         Obedience & Rally Legacy Event Center
     Monday 
Seminars:	1.	Stacy	Duncan	–	2	groups:	Beginning	&	Advanced	Conformation		•	2.		Lisa	Shaw	–	Why	She	Does	What	She	Does	
April 29, 2014 Conformation, Parades, Sweeps
  Tuesday    
Seminars:		1.	Colleen	McDaniel	–	General	Behavior	&	Problems	•	2.	Florence	Blecher	–	Diet	&	Remedies
April 30, 2014   Move To Our Regional Specialty – Beehive Cluster 
   Wednesday      4 Days Of Supported Shows May 1-4, 2014
 Equestrian Center 10800 So. 2200 West  So. Jordan, Utah 84095
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2014 Slate of Officers and Directors
Submitted by Lynn Musgrave

The 2014 Nominating Committee (Rick Mulkearn, Chair, 
plus Bethany Urban, Susan Sarracino-Diehl, Joe Nezgoda, and 
Evie Van Uden) has submitted the following slate of Officers and 
Directors for our Club Year beginning May 1, 2014:

President - Jeremy Kezer
1st Vice President - Linda Deckard
Corresponding Secretary - Laurel Baglia
Delegate to the AKC - Jack McDaniel

The entire Board of Directors and Officers thanks Rick and 
his Committee for their service.

Introducing…Dana Louttit, IWSCA 2nd Vice President
My father published a Golden 
Press The Treasury of Dogs book that was 
one of my most beloved possessions 
growing up. In New York City, I had a 
well-bred miniature poodle from the 
age of six, but I fell in love with the 
Irish Water Spaniels from the picture in 
the book and the concluding line in 
their description that “those who have 
once had one will have no other breed.”

I acquired my first IWS, Putney, 
from Gallagher kennel (Pat and Jean 
Welch) in 1982 before graduating from 
college. I tried to train her for Novice 
obedience from a book and convinced 
my then-boyfriend, now husband, John 
Loonsk, to drive to Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, from Buffalo to attend the 
National Specialty. Putney did not fare 
well at the show, but other exhibitors 
were grateful that our entry in obedience 

allowed them to get legs by reaching an 
AKC minimum entry. Littermate to 
the wonderful Brian, Putney disliked 
the breed ring, but became Gallagher’s 
Putney O’Rourke Am CD Can CDX 
despite being dinged by judges for 
“excessive exuberance.” She was joined 
in 1985 by Jameson, whom I owner-
handled to my first breed championship 
and two obedience titles. He was Am 
Can CH Donnybrook’s Mr. Jameson 
AM/CAN CD, littermate to Gallant. 
During that period, I was editor of the 
IWSCA newsletter for four and a half 
years and attended numerous specialties. 
We had Putney until 1990 and Jameson 
until 1999.

In 2003, I finally allowed myself to 
believe that I could find another with 
Jameson’s impeccable temperament (I 
was right). We added Marley to our 

family of two young daughters, a cat, 
and a rescue greyhound. I owner-
handled Marley to a championship and 
he was my daughter, Hannah’s, partner 
in AKC junior showmanship from the 
time she was 10 to 18. Marley became 
Ch	Realta’s	 Irishtafarian	CGC	TDI;	
Hannah became the IWSCA Mid-
Atlantic Representative. 

I have been a member of the IWSCA 
since 1981. I have attended many 
specialties, the lifeblood of our club, 
and have served on numerous 
committees, including the Bylaws and 
Nominating Committees. I am an 
attorney by trade. I am thrilled to be 
able to serve the club as a member of the 
Board.



6 Rat Tails

Club Objectives

The IWSCA is organized and 
operated exclusively for the charitable, 
humane treatment of animals, support of 
scientif ic study and research and 
educational purposes within the 
meanings of Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or 
corresponding section of any future 
federal tax code.  The specific objectives 
shall be:
1. To promote the public’s knowledge 

and appreciation of dogs in general 
and Irish Water Spaniels in 
particular;

2. To produce, publish, and distribute to 
the general public educational 
materials about the proper care, 
t reatment, breeding, hea lth, 
development and training of Irish 
Water	Spaniels;

3. To support and promote study and 
research on the history, character, 

breeding, genetics and particular 
health problems of the Irish Water 
Spaniel;

4. To establish a National Data Base of 
resource materials about the Irish 
Water	Spaniel;

5. To further understanding of the 
disease, defects, injuries and other 
ailments that afflict dogs in general 
and Irish Water Spaniels in 
particular;

6. To acknowledge and advance the 
critical role of an AKC recognized 
Parent Club in providing education, 
health research and support of rescue 
for the benefit of the general public, 
purebred dogs and Irish Water 
Spaniels	in	particular;

7. To conduct activities including 
sporting events, sanctioned matches, 
specialty shows, hunt and working 
certificate tests, obedience, agility 

and tracking trials, and other such 
activities and events as may be held 
under the rules of the American 
Kennel Club, in furtherance of the 
above	purposes;

8. To otherwise preserve and protect 
the Irish Water Spaniel and to do all 
things possible to bring its natural 
qual it ies to l ight, including 
promoting regional activities and the 
establishment of local clubs and/or 
interest/study	groups;

9. To urge members and breeders to 
abide by the AKC’s Code of Good 
Sportsmanship and accept the 
standard of the breed as approved by 
the American Kennel Club as the 
only standard of excellence by which 
the Irish Water Spaniels shall be 
judged.

President - Jeremy Kezer
86 High Street
Amesbury, MA 01913
978-388-1295 - jeremy@kezer.net
First Vice President - Linda Deckard
18815 Porterfield Way 
Germantown, MD 20874-1879 
607-272-2023 - kimswick.iws@verizon.net
Second Vice President - Dana Louttit
2778 Unicorn Ln. NW
Washington, DC  20015
- louttit@comcast.net
Corresponding Secretary - Emily Pikul 
290A Wilbraham Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-668-6959 - pickle8505@yahoo.com
Recording Secretary - Lynn Musgrave 
2818 Pierce Street NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
home: 612-789-2904
cell: 612 396 0575 - dlocksiws@msn.com
Treasurer - Sandy Ascot
19755 Highway 113
Custer Park, IL 60481
815-530-0412 - myiws2@yahoo.com

Membership Director - Greg Johnson
2316 5th St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
612-205-0075
IWSCAMEMBERSHIP@yahoo.com
Delegate to the AKC - Jack McDaniel
PO Box 1409 
Bothell, WA 98041-1409 
425-486-9205 - jack@aocb.com
Public Outreach & Education Committee 
Marilyn Cantrell
marilynIWSrealtor@gmail.com
Rescue Committee 
Tara Darling
taraiws@optonline.net
Health and Genetics Committee 
Chairperson & OFA Liaison 
Dr. Laurel Baglia
navaroneiws@rochester.rr.com
Breeders’ Education Committee 
Mindy Garbarino
mgarbarino@jny.com
Judges’ Education Committee 
Colleen McDaniel - colleen@aocb.com

National Specialty Chairs
2014 Chair: Holly Nye Bauman 
bbbauman@q.com 
2015 Chair: Judy Goonyep - fospon@comcast.net
CoChair: Greg Siner - gsiner@verizon.net 
2016 Chair: Sally Lewis 
CoChair: Lois McDonald
s.lewis626@earthlink.net

Regional Representatives
Northeast – Jeremy Kezer jbkiws@kezer.net
Mid-Atlantic –  Hannah Loonsk  

hannahlo@comcast.net
Southeast – Brenda Bauerlein & Lisa Shaw 
saltdwg@tampabay.rr.com,  
maryrhoda@aol.com
Midwest –  Susan Sarracino-Deihl  

saracen@wi.rr.com
Southwest – Liz Liddle 3iws4me@gmail.com
Northwest –  Bethany Urban  

bethany2002@gmail.com
International Correspondent – Wendy 
O’Leary  
h20spaniels2@yahoo.ca

Officers, Committee Chairs, Regional Representatives
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Membership

Is open to all who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club and subscribe to the purposes of the Irish Water 
Spaniel Club of America. Please submit completed application form to the Membership Chair with dues payment for the 
current year.

Dues: Checks payable to IWSCA (payable in U.S. funds)
Individual membership $25 – Household membership $40 – Junior membership $15

Send application with check, payable in U.S. funds, to:
Greg Johnson, 2316 5th ST NE, Minneapolis MN  55418 USA 

612-205-0075	•	IWSCAMEMBERSHIP@yahoo.com

Submitted by Greg Johnson

Renewals……Rat Tails Newsletter……New 
Membership email address…

Membership Renewal: I have received a majority of 
the Membership renewals in the last month. If you have 
not sent yours in yet, please return your renewal form and 
payment (check or credit card information to me in the 
addressed return envelope soon. You may also renew and 
make donations using Pay Pal. Go to the IWSCA website 
(http://www.iwsca.org/ ) and click on the Membership 
renewal link on the right side on the Home page. 
Renewals must be received no later than March 1, 2014.

Important Information Regarding Rat Tails 
Newsletter: Beginning in 2014, you will only receive a 
hardcopy newsletter if you pay the additional subscription 
price of $80, which includes first class postage. The full 
color newsletter will be emailed to you in PDF form six 
times per year. The Rat Tails Newsletter will be uploaded 
to the IWSCA Web site and also available in the files 
section of the RattailsOnly yahoo group. 

New IWSCA Membership Director Email Address: 
Please send all membership related correspondence to: 
IWSCAMEMBERSHIP@yahoo.com. My mailing 
address is:

Greg Johnson, IWSCA Membership Director, 2316 
5th ST NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418

Telephone 612-205-0075

Please welcome new members: The following new 
members for 2014 were approved by the Board at the 
December meeting.

Mary Daly, Albert Lea, MN

Mary Connelly, Clermont, FL

Robert Hogan, Boones Mill, VA

Edith Blackwell and Michael Rossetti, Falls Church, VA

2013 Membership Totals
The year 2013 ending with a total of 408 individuals 

belonging to the IWSCA. This includes:
352 US members (216 Regular and 68 Household)
30 Canadian (18 Regular and 6 Household)
26 International (22 Regular and 2 Household)
26 new members joined in 2013
2 members were given Lifetime Memberships
We did not have any Junior Members in 2013

We were saddened by the passing of several long time 
club members during the year.

 This is the final hardcopy newsletter unless you  
subscribe  . . . you will receive the March / April Rat Tails  

Newsletter via email automatically.
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December Delegate Meeting
Submitted by Jack McDaniel

The December Delegate meeting 
was held in Orlando Thursday and 
Friday prior to the Eukanuba Classic.

Thursday was committee day and I 
started off with the Canine Health 
Committee. I thought I would get what 
needed to be done and move to another 
committee before lunch. Well…..that 
didn’t work out. There were so many 
interesting things being discussed I 
spent all morning there. 

They started out discussing 
presentations to Vet schools promoting 
the pure bred dog, responsible breeding, 
Parent Club Rescue, etc. The Animal 
Rights interests have been very strong 
in academia promoting themselves and 
AKC is f inally getting involved to 
counterbalance the misinformation. As 
they said, when you buy a purebred dog 
from a breeder, you not only get a dog, 
but you get the breeder’s knowledge. In 
reference to the Student Ambassador 
Program, a quote from the minutes 
says: “It is a unique opportunity for us, 
though, to immerse them (students) in 
an environment where they are 
surrounded by pure-bred dog fanciers. 
We believe that if they spend time with 
us, they will walk away with a better 
understanding of how much we care, 
how good the dogs are, and how 
important the dogs are to their future 
careers. This year was the largest group 
of students. One requirement as part of 
the grant is that they have to go back 
and deliver presentations to their peers 
not so much on the content but on 
purebred dogs, AKC, what it does and 
what it is about as well as about the 
CHF, how it funds grants and improves 
dogs. As well, they should discuss the 
importance of health testing and OFA.”

Another very important discussion 
was on CHF funding. CHF has 4.8 
million waiting for research programs. 
They would like the fund to get down to 
1.5 million. The money in the bank is 
not helping dogs. Clubs need to indicate 
that the funds they have are available 
for research programs and not 
necessarily programs that fit a particular 
breed. They cannot spend the money 
until the individual clubs/donors release 
it. Most attendees were unaware of this. 
The AKC is offering matching funds for 
all “new money” starting Jan. 1st. New 
Money means “for clubs or individuals 
that have not donated for the last two 
years”. 

As I announced on Rat Tails, Liz 
Weaver had requested I bring up a 
proposed change in the OFA reporting 
form, to make the check box opt-out of 
publishing data rather than the current 
opt-in. This was viewed favorably and I 
now have approval of the Board to 
submit a formal request to the OFA to 
make this change. There are 5,090 AKC 
clubs and over 10,000 Breeders of Merit 
(BOM).

Thursday afternoon was spent in the 
Parent Club committee meeting. AKC 
club of excellence program was 
discussed and a motion was passed to 
approve a very modified version that 
will allow clubs to self-evaluate and be 
signed by the President of the club and 
one other board member, with an option 
to submit results. Submitting clubs will 
not be identified, which in my mind, 
sort of takes the teeth out of the 
program.

There are 15,000 CGC titles per year 
and they are growing at over 1,000 per 
month. They now have three programs, 
AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy, CGC and the 
AKC Community Canine, which is an 
advanced CGC. They recommend that 

clubs help members get certified as 
CGC testers by helping with the fees.

The AKC Reunite Trailer project is 
going really well, so far 66 clubs 
participating, $198,500 pledged so far 
and $70,000 received. 

The fee to place juniors as co-owners 
or to remove them has been lowered to 
$10. This will help juniors to get decent 
dogs to show and hopefully bring in the 
youth which we all know is necessary to 
survive.

The Delegate Judging task force is 
starting a pilot program to develop a 
video program to educate new judges.

E-Balloting is approved by AKC for 
Parent Clubs only, as long as the by-
laws permit it and the State of 
Incorporation permits it. In our case 
(IWSCA) we are incorporated in 
Illinois and Illinois allows it already for 
non-profits. We are fortunate that Jim 
Rubin and the By-Law committee 
already took care of getting this done.

At Oh-Dark thirty (7:30 am) on 
Friday morning I attended the 
Legislative Committee meeting. Much 
of the discussion was on the new 
APHIS regulations. The NAIA is 
working with AKC on interpreting the 
new rules and there were some very 
good suggestions.

First, in your advertising and web 
sites put in a statement that says 
“Primary purpose in breeding and 
selling dogs is to maintain the breed 
and bloodlines.” Second, state that you 
prefer face-to-face sales. Third, Be 
Informed when you deal with issues, 
know the background of proposed 
legislation, what caused the initiative, 
what happened, what action was taken. 
Know who initiated the action, what 
group or individual, why, what do they 
expect. Know who introduced the rule, 
regulation, ordinance, etc. Was it a 
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CHIC 4th Quarter Report

AKC Registered Name Date New / 
Update CHIC # Reg # Owner

Whipcord Born To Fly 11/14/2013 Update 82166 SR63623601 Stephanie O’Reilly
Realtas Neverending Story “Auryn” 12/26/2013 Update 85949 SR57723108 Rosemary Sexton
Cuardach Emerald Trek To Rinn 10/24/2013 New 93091 SR63625704 Lonnie Sparkes
Realta’s Galileo 11/8/2013 New 93497 SR03389804 Elissa Kirkegard
Ballyhoo’s Lokke O’bachlach 11/8/2013 New 93498 SR48767802 Harlan & Nona Noel
Whistle Stop’s Wind On The Water 11/14/2013 New 93795 SR57455806 Michelle E. Cummings
Beaufield’s Boundary Waters At Poole’s Ide 12/4/2013 New 94076 SR71749001 Bridget Kvarnlov, Debra 

Patterson, Gregory Siner
Whistlestop’s Fire & Ice 12/10/2013 New 94298 SR57455803 Stacy J. Duncan Colleen 

McDaniel
Whistle Stop’s Mischievous Thought 12/10/2013 New 94299 SR67745503 Martha Jordan
Ballyhoo’s Pinnacle Of Quiet Storm 12/18/2013 New 94419 SR70872204 Dede Selph

Councilman, Commissioner, Mayor, or 
other. Know why, know the individual 
who initiated the request for action and 
their relationship to the issue. Know 
their position relative to the governing 
body or the responsible agency or 
department. Know the process a 
proposed rule, policy, procedure, 
ordinance, etc. must follow in order to 
become binding. Get to know the rule 
makers, Make sure that you are 
reasonable, knowledgeable and willing 
to assist. Volunteer your services to help 
draft or review drafts before they are 
finalized. Thank them for allowing you 
to participate in the process. Finally if 
the end result is to you and your kennel 
clubs’ satisfaction, have the kennel club 
recognize the board or Mayor for their 
action, and write a letter of thanks.

The General Meeting was held after 
the Legislative Committee and four 
Delegates were nominated for the 
Delegate Board and will be voted on at 
the March meeting. The Delegates that 

have been installed since the last 
meeting were introduced. 

The 5,090 clubs created 341 events, 
new events, for a total of 22,750 events 
this year, the largest number in the 
history of the American Kennel Club. 
Exhibitors participated more than ever 
bringing 25,323 new entries through 
October for a projected total of about 
3.2 million this year. Also, the largest 
number in the history of the American 
Kennel Club. Breed recognition 
continues to grow and the fully 
recognized breeds and varieties up by 
three for a total of 190 and FSS added 
one for a total of 64.

Dennis Sprung, AKC, President, 
stated: “In my November report, the 
issues impacting our sport today have 
been clearly identified and discussed. 
They can be collected into three 
categories: Societal, economic and 
legislative. While the apparent reasons 
are simple to discover, the solutions are 
significantly more complex. It will take 

very sophisticated marketing to achieve 
our goal of bringing more participants 
to our events and more members to our 
clubs. We are not only up for addressing 
it, we are capable of delivering it.” There 
were several awards announced and a 
complete synopsis of how AKC is doing.

I would be pleased to provide more 
detail of everything I have covered or if 
there are any questions about anything, 
please contact me privately about any or 
all of the items I have mentioned. If I 
don’t have the answer, I will get it for 
you.

The one overpowering thought for 
me, after attending and participating 
was, “The AKC is doing a much better 
job of keeping up with the times and 
becoming more proactive.”

Sincerely,  
Jack McDaniel, Delegate, IWSCA
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An Agility Invitational Experience
Submitted by Stephanie O’Reilly

The AKC Agility Invitational is a 
special experience. Dog and handler 
teams work hard all year during the 
qualification period just to make the top 
5 in the breed to get a f irst round 
invitation. This year, we had all top 5 
IWS in attendance. I felt very fortunate 
even before the competition started by 
having 3 of the top 5. Clark was ranked 
#1, Glider was ranked #2 and Ryan was 
ranked #4 for the invitational 
qualification period. Also in attendance 
were Ken Loree with Sarah Jean and 
Jenn Lego with Curry who rounded out 
the top 5.  

The event kicked off with a warm up 
round on Friday afternoon. It was a 
Time2Beat course and the results count 
towards the Time2Beat title. As my 
dogs rarely run on mats, this was an 
important opportunity for all of us. I 
quickly learned not to spray my dogs’ 
feet as Clark took a horrible spill during 
our run as I had sprayed his feet prior to 
running. Both Clark and Glider 
qualified. 

Saturday started with a standard run. 
Clark was first to run and after his spill 
in Time2Beat on Friday, I wasn’t sure 
how he would run. But he ran great and 
had a clean round. That started the 
weekend off really well. I was able to 
relax and breathe a little easier knowing 
he was okay. Good thing as Ryan was 
flying (including missing his dogwalk 
and a-frame contacts) and Glider was as 
quick as ever in the first round. Saturday 
ended with Clark and Glider both 
having two clean rounds and Ryan had 
a beautiful 8th place finish in Round 2. 

Sunday started very early and Glider 
was one of the first to run in the 20” 
division. The course was a Jumpers 

With Weaves course and it was 
challenging. I made a plan and stuck 
with it and Glider and I had a fast and 
clean run. That put her in 10th place 
going into the 4th round. I have never 
had a perfect weekend with Glider 
before but we were just in a good place 
as a team and sure enough, she was 
clean in the 4th round. That put her into 
the finals. Clark was also clean going 
into the 4th round and even though we 
have had many perfect weekends, I have 
always messed him up at past invitational 
events. But not this year. Clark was also 
clean in all 4 rounds and made it to the 
finals. They are the first Irish Water 
Spaniels to have ever made the finals. It 
was such a thrill to have both dogs in 
the finals. While I thought I would be 
incredibly nervous, I was not. I was just 
so thrilled and happy and I was just 
soaking in every moment of the 
experience. It was a blast and several of 
my friends also made it to the finals 
which made it even more fun. 

One of the things that makes the 
inv itational so specia l is the 
spor tsmanship of the ag i l it y 

competitors. While we are all there to 
do well, there is a lot of support, good 
will and friendship. After our runs and 
when I made the finals, I felt a lot of 
support from all of the agility 
competitors. I also had a lot of support 
messages on Facebook and the IWS 
folks in attendance were all there to 
cheers us on. That was greatly 
appreciated!

Clark, Glider and I had a blast in the 
finals. Neither of the dogs had clean 
runs in the finals but I couldn’t be more 
proud of them. Glider was so high she 
forgot contacts but boy, what a rush. 
Clark got a thrill from all of the 
cheering and ran very well, I just messed 
up one handling part and got a 5 point 
fault. Glider f inished the weekend 
earning the high IWS medal. Not to be 
forgotten, Ryan, my baby boy was clean 
in both JWW rounds and ended up 3rd 
IWS for the weekend. Not too bad for 
a young boy at his first big event. A 
great invitational with fun, thrills and 
friends. 
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The Older Brood Bitch–One Breeder’s Perspective
Submitted by Lynn Musgrave, Chair, 
Breeders Education Committee

A  question every breeder faces 
with every brood bitch s/he owns is how 
old is too old? How old is too old to breed 
for the first time? How old is too old to 
breed? When do we retire our brood 
bitches to enjoy their later years without 
the obligations of motherhood? 

Before I go any further, I want to 
emphasize that every bitch is different. 
We have “young” nine year olds and 
“old” five year olds (though I think most 
would agree that the former tends to 
outnumber the latter in our perpetually 
young breed).

The two examples I’d like to share 
are personal, though based on the 
recommendations of Frances Smith, 
DVM, Diplomate of Theriogenology 
and current President of the OFA. I’m 
lucky enough to have her as my 
reproductive vet and she has been 
invaluable in dispelling some myths and 
guiding me through some dilemmas. 

I should say right now that I don’t do 
everything “by the book.” I tend to wait 
longer than is recommended by 
reproductive vets (the ideal age to start 
breeding according to most is two). My 
personal decision with nearly all my 
girls is to wait until they’re four or five–
for the sole reason that I like to know 
my girls are unaffected by genetic 
conditions like epilepsy or early cancers 
that may not present themselves before 
that age. I also prefer using older sires 
for the same reason.

There are inherent risks in waiting–
primarily that bitches cycling for years 
without being bred are more prone to 
developing pyometra, a uterine infection 
that is often fatal unless treated 
aggressively by either spaying or 
treatments with antibiotics and 

prostaglandins. This leads me to my first 
case:

Grainger
My rolling the dice finally caught up 

with me this month when Grainger 
(D’Locks Present Prefect) went off her 
food ten days after being in season. 
Grainger has always been my “middle 
child.” Her litter contracted parvo and 
she was confined for much of the critical 
socialization time. My own health, my 
mom’s health, my professional schedule 
all conspired against my getting her 
into the show ring and I delayed even 
x-raying her until she became ill. 

Grainger is one of those bitches who 
is obsessively clean–but f inally I 
discovered some dark discharge and that 
combined with her sudden loss of 
appetite sent me scurrying to Dr. Smith 
who confirmed my fears: Grainger had 
pyometra. Ultrasound revealed two 
enormously swollen uterine horns. 
Fortunately, her cervix was open. In 
“closed” pyo (when the cervix is closed), 
there is little hope of treatment and 
spaying is almost always required. 
Closed pyo is especially dangerous, 
because there is no telltale discharge and 
frequently the bitches do not run a 
temperature. Many a breeder has suffered 
the heartbreak of losing a bitch to closed 
pyo because they discovered it too late–a 
rupture of the uterine horn contaminates 
the abdominal cavity and the bitches die 
of peritonitis or septic shock.

But we were lucky. Grainger’s pyo 
was open and the cultures indicated it 
was treatable. So the big question was: 
Do I spay her? Grainger is seven–a full 
sister to BIS GCh. D’Locks St. James’ 
Gate CD JH and GCh. Lunar Eclipse 
(with more agility titles than I can keep 
up with). It would have been an easy 
decision if Grainger had nothing of 
import to offer the breed. She is in some 

ways better than both Guinness and 
Luna: Her coat is exceptionally dark, 
copious, and crisper than that of her 
siblings. She has more neck, a beautiful 
front	and	outline,	smashing	angulation;	
and while “soft” temperamentally has 
never shown any aggression to anyone. 
I decided to x-ray her then and there 
and Dr. Smith answered my question 
for me: Excellent hips and textbook 
beautiful elbows. As Dr. Fran said, 
“these are the elbows your breed needs 
more of!” 

Seven is “old” for a first litter, but 
with Dr. Smith’s encouragement I 
opted to treat. It was more expensive 
than spaying–much more. But five days 
of prostaglandin treatments and 
antibiotics later, I brought home a vital–
and intact–IWS bitch brimming with 
life. Grainger must be bred on her next 
season (a must for all pyo survivors no 
matter their age), so the stud dog 
research is in full swing. 

So how old is too old? This is a 
question that divides breeders and vets 
alike. I’m not even going to try to 
resolve it except to share my own 
experience. I’ve successfully bred bitches 
at the ages of six and seven, but not past 
that until I had to decide whether Lily 
should have one more litter–at eight. 
The puppies would likely be whelped 
after her ninth birthday, so I had a 
decision to make. 

Lily
I bred Lily (Ch. D’Locks Something 

Wicked) late for the first time too. She 
didn’t live with me for the first three 
years of her life. We had two failed 
attempts when she was three and four 
and the third attempt only produced 
three males. It was then that Dr. John 
Lawrence, Dr. Smith’s partner, suggested 
she may have a low grade vaginal/uterine 
(Continued on page 12)
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infection, common in bitches, that can 
prevent conception (and is often 
spermicida l).  Treatment w ith 
Amoxycillin on her next season produced 
a robust litter of twelve bred to the same 
sire. Her next litter (whelped at seven) of 
nine was delivered without incident. She 
nursed them all without need for 
supplements and maintained her 
exceptiona l physica l condit ion 
throughout. She was–and still is–like a 
mountain goat hopping in and out of the 
ex-pen as though it wasn’t there–which 
was something of a problem since she 
enjoyed bringing her puppies my clothes.

I really felt she was “done.” But–and 
those of you who’ve had dams like Lily 
know this–Lily was never happier than 
when she had puppies. She was an easy 
whelper with abundant milk supply and 
was never drawn down physically 
despite nursing her puppies for six 
weeks. And I had a young sire of my 
breeding (Lily’s nephew in fact, who 
was an outcross on his father’s side) in 
mind for breeding back to my line and 
Lily was the only logical choice.

So I made an appointment with Dr. 
Smith to assess the advisability of 
breeding Lily one more time. Dr. Smith 
prefers to consider the condition of the 
bitch and her previous whelping history 
over age. Bitches that are overweight or 
with poor muscle tone–no matter their 
age–are more at risk of having difficulty 
in whelping and rearing puppies. 
Bitches that have previously suffered 
from mastitis or eclampsia are poor 
candidates as well. Dr. Fran’s one caveat 
was: Be prepared for a smaller litter, as 
older dams tend to produce fewer eggs 
with ovulation.

Lily was deemed to be in perfect 
shape, so I went ahead with the breeding. 
She gestated in Oklahoma with me as I 
was seeing to my mom after a 
hospitalization. The ultrasound the 
country vet did showed “maybe three–

possibly four” puppies. 
My own hospital-
ization with cellulitis 
(in my ankle of all 
things!) meant my 
arrival back in the 
Twin Cities was closer 
to the whelp date than 
I’d planned–and Lily 
was much, much 
larger than I expected 
her to be with a litter 
of four. I made an 
appointment for a 
pre-whelp x-ray, but 
half an hour before I was due to leave, 
three days after her 9th birthday, Lily 
whelped five puppies (including a very 
small stillborn pup) in half an hour. 
Another half hour passed and two more 
vigorous puppies arrived followed by an 
enormous stillborn (my first and only 
experience with a “monster” puppy–a 
term used for pups that have died in the 
womb 24-48 hours prior to whelping 
and bloated with fluid–it weighed nearly 
2 pounds). But I was sure I could feel at 
least one more puppy.

Due to the size of the huge stillborn 
puppy (the only puppy she had difficulty 
delivering and which I later learned she 
shouldn’t even have been able to), I 
decided I’d better head out for an x-ray. I 
bundled up the six wiggling babies, put 
the leash on Lily, and off we went. Sure 
enough, there were two more and 
ultrasound revealed healthy heartbeats. 
But these pups were at the far end of the 
uterine horns and a shot of oxytocin didn’t 
budge them, so I opted for a C-section. I 
don’t know that it was necessary, 
honestly–but that was the only time her 
age came into play. Dr. Smith’s associate 
Dr. Janine Anderson and I felt Lily may 
not have been able to deliver the pups due 
to the energy expended whelping the 
large stillborn.

I was able to assist in the C-section, 

and while the two terrific vet techs were 
cleaning up the squealing new arrivals so 
they could join their six other siblings in 
the incubator, Dr. Anderson “ooh-ed” 
and “aah-ed” on the excellent condition of 
Lily’s nine year old uterus which–she 
assured me–could be “used again.”

Lily woke up, she and the eight babies 
and I headed home, and the rest of our 
experience was just as special and worry-
free as her previous ones–except that I 
knew this would truly be the last–excellent 
uterine condition notwithstanding. I do 
believe in not pushing my luck–or that of 
my girls–too far.

So what have I learned and what do I 
want you to take away?

Every bitch is different. Age for the 
most part is just a number. A healthy 
seven year old bitch may be bred for the 
first time. A good reproductive vet is a 
breeder’s best friend. Each of us must 
weigh the risks of waiting to breed against 
the benefits of doing so. Each of us must 
consider the bitch’s condition and previous 
whelp history and weigh that against 
what may be gained by breeding an older 
bitch. But mostly: nothing is more 
beautiful than a contented bitch with her 
nursing brood. Oh, and happiness is a 
warm puppy. Or ten.

The Older Brood Bitch (Continued from page 11)
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R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S
N O R T H E A S T

Submitted by Jeremy Kezer

We’re deep into winter and have lots of snow on the 
ground. The dogs are all loving running around and luckily it’s 
been cold enough to keep the snow powdery and it mostly just 
brushes off the dogs. But although it’s tough to do any dog 
stuff outside, people have been diligently working and training 
their dogs indoors and we have some news to report.

Alice Getchell and Emily Pikul report that Harley (GCh 
Mallyree’s Here Comes The Son RN CGC) earned his Bronze 
Grand Championship the weekend of October 19th in 
Springfield, MA. He went Best Of Opposite both days to 
Riley (Gch Whistlestop’s Riley On Fire) under judges Bonnie 
Threfall and James Covey. 

And to finish 2013 in style, on the last weekend he showed, 
Harley won the breed and went on to a Group 3 (after making 
the cut the day before) in North Carolina under Judge Lisa 
Warren.

Natalie Weissman reports that Joshua (Ch. Castlehill ’s 
Fynder Joshua CGC TDI RLP RL1 RN BN CDSP CD) 
competed in CDSP Obedience at the Blue Ribbon Dog Sport 
Trials on Sunday, December 29th and completed his third leg 
for his CDSP Companion Dog Novice B title. He also picked 
up his first Novice C leg (you need 10 legs over 185 to count 
for the Novice C). And Joshua is just two years old!

We also have a new litter of puppies in the Northeast. Tara 
Darling-Lyon had a litter of 3 boys and 3 girls, born 1/5/2014 
from Maeve (Ch Coomara N Tara Gale Force RN), sired by 
Rugby (Ch WS N LA For The Love O’The Game CD RA 
DELTA Pet). Congratulations and good luck with the 
puppies.

And some positive news looking forward to next Fall it’s 
been announced that the Wine Country Cluster will be 
returning again to Samson State Park in Romulus, NY! As 
always, this will be a supported entry for the IWSCA. The 
shows run September 25-28, 2014. We hope to see you there!

R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S
M I D - A T L A N T I C

Submitted by Hannah Loonsk

Maryland Sporting Dog Association Show
This is a special show every year because it is just for the 

Sporting Group. The IWS have our own building for set up 
so we can all be together. There will be pastries in the AM, a 
buffet luncheon and refreshments all the time.

General Schedule:
IWSCA Sweeps, Supported Entry and Judges Seminar at 

MSDA Feb 28-Mar 2
Feb 28 - obed & rally, March 1 - obed, rally, jrs & breed, 

March 2 - obed, jrs & breed

IWSCA specific:
March 1 - IWSCA Veteran and Puppy Sweeps and 

Supported Entry
March 2 - IWSCA Judges Seminar
Hope you can come! Contact Marilyn Cantrell at 

marilynIWSrealtor@gmail.com or 703-860-2096 with any 
questions.

Congratulations to Clark and Stephanie O’Reilly!
Clark earned his MACH6 on November 17, 2013. He is 

now GCH CH MACH6 Cuardach Blaze The Trail CD RE 
JH MXG2 MJG2 MXF T2B WC. Attached is a picture of 
Clark and Stephanie. 
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R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S
S O U T H E A S T

Submitted by Brenda Bauerlein & Lisa Shaw

Show results for the December Orlando Cluster:
Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay 12/10/13 
GCH	CH	Whistlestop’s	Riley	On	Fire;	Best	of	Breed,	

Judge Mrs. Judy Webb 
Brevard KC, 12/11/13 GCH CH Whistlestop’s Riley On 

Fire;	Best	of	Breed,	Judge	Mrs.	Paula	Nykiel
Group 1, Judge Mr. Arley Hussin
RBIS, Judge Mr. Eugene Blake
Central Florida KC 12/12/13 GCH CH Whistlestop’s 

Riley	On	Fire;	Best	of	Breed,	Judge	Mr.	Arley	Hussin
Group 1, Judge Mrs. Betty-Anne Stenmark

AKC/ Eukanuba National Championship show 12/14-15/2013 
GCH CH Whistlestop’s Riley On Fire

Best of Breed, Judge Mrs. Mary Ann Alston
Group 1, Judge Bonnie P. Threlfall
Congratulations to Riley and her handler, Richard L. 

Krieger, Owner(s) Tom and Bethany Urban and Gregory 
Siner, Breeder(s) Colleen McDaniel and Stacy Duncan

AKC Agility Invitational show 12/14-15/2013 had the following 
IWS competing;

1 Stephanie O’Reilly with Cuardach Makes My Heart 
Soar RA,MX,MXB,MXJ,MJS,MXF,MFB,T2B

2 Stephanie O’Reilly with GCH CH MACH6 Cuardach 
Blaze The Trail CD,RE,JH,MXG2,MJS2,MXF,T2B

3 Stephanie O’Reilly with CH Whipcord Born To Fly 
RN,MX,MXJ,XF,T2B

4 Jennifer Lego with Chuckanut’s Cashew Curry 
CD,MX,MXB,MXJ,MJB,XF

5 Ken Loree with MACH2 Poole’s Ide Skyrish D’Locks 
CD,RN,MXS,MJC,XF,T2B

Congratulations to all agility owners and handlers. What 
a treat to have five IWS showing off to the crowd.

Meet The Breed Experience 
From: Brenda Bauerlein and “ Davista”  
( Ch. Castlehill’s Quote-N-Donnybrook, RN)

Davista was overjoyed to be going on the road with his two 
favorite people, Brenda and Tim Kalal. Davista didn’t much 
care for the bath but loved all the rest of the beauty treatment. 
We arrived Friday late afternoon and met Lonnie at the Irish 

Water Spaniel booth. John had set up the majority of the 
display. Tim and I had the IWS posters with stands, crate and 
grooming table. Lonnie and I decided where the two posters 
should be placed and Tim did the “grunt” work. What a 
sweetie!! Once we were content on how things looked, we left 
to go check into the Rosen Center Hotel. This took a while 
and we had to cancel dinner plans with Lonnie. Davista was 
not a happy boy when his “people” left him behind in the crate 
in the room when they went to dinner. Tim received a phone 
call from the front desk stating that it was our room that had 
the dog barking. We left dinner, quickly.

Saturday was full of meeting and greeting new and old 
friends. We saw Jeremy and Kim Kezer, Betty Wathne, Chris 
Bartos, Jack and Colleen McDaniel, Tom and Bethany Urban 
with their beautiful daughter Madeline, Stephanie O’Reilly, 
Jennifer Lego, Ken Loree along with the core volunteers, 
Lonnie Sparkes, John Assid and Lorraine Raleigh, Pete and 
Mary Connelly.

The stars of the booth Topper, Rosa, Emma, Davista and 
Finnegan were touched, patted, kissed, hugged and 
photographed, by many.

Dinner plans were made for the buffet at the Rosen Center 
Hotel. Many attended and a great meal was had by all. Tim 
stayed with Davista in the room while I ate and visited and 
then we switched. We didn’t want to get another phone call 
from the front desk. *** Jeremy Kezer has a story to tell about 
a knock on the door....

How exciting for the Irish Water Spaniel world with the 
fabulous Sporting Group win on Saturday evening by Team 
Riley.

Sunday we had people coming by the booth saying 
congratulations on the Sporting Group win. We thought of 
putting up a banner that said “Number One, Watch us tonight! 
The stars of the booth for today were Topper, Rosa, Davista 
and Finnegan. They wagged their tails and showed the crowd 
their special qualities. What troopers. Unfortunately,Tim and 
I had to leave as soon as the booth exhibit ended. We helped 
pack up and said goodbye to everyone. I understand some 
members were in the crowd to cheer Riley on for Best In 
Show.

It was a great experience being a volunteer for the 2013 
Eukanuba MTB booth.
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Brenda, Davista and Tim

From John Assid and Lorraine Raleigh with Mallyree “Topper 
and Rosa”

Topnotch Teamwork.....
Lonnie brought two crates with Emma the first day but was 

unable to stay the second. Brenda and Tim could not fit the 
signs and crates in Tim’s truck after the show. The four posters 
were too large for our small SUV. Tim brought them to our 
house and exchanged for the crates to return to Lonnie. As a 
team we were able to pull it together and man the booth with 
dogs both days.

I am sure all parties involved have been mentioned but we 
have to say Finnegan was the hit of the show.

JOHN is missing......
The size of the show in Orlando is overwhelming. This 

creates a problem with unloading and loading items for the 
Booth. On a much lighter side given the size of the show and 
the size of the parking lot, Saturday John went to bring items 
to his car and after one hour of walking around, called to say 
he could not find the car. Lorraine said she knew where it was. 
Lonnie offered to drive her to pick up John and the car. On 
the way Lorraine got separated from Lonnie and went out the 
back side of the Convention Center. Lonnie located John at 
the entrance then John found Lorraine. Lorraine walked out 
the door and just pointed to the car.

A special thank you to Marilyn Cantrell for getting us the 
items needed including tickets and provisions for lunch. 
Jeremy and Kim were great and filled us in on needed talking 
points for the breed. Jack and Colleen McDaniel spent time 
in the booth and gave us all pointers.

Thanks to all who gave time and effort for the booth.

Lorraine and John

From Lonnie Sparkes and “ Emma”
Spending the winter in the south has many benefits. Two 

days in Orlando in December were spent at the Eukanuba 
Invitational. Volunteering at the agility event on Friday and 
Saturday morning gave me the opportunity to see some 
amazing performances by our IWS teams. I was able to give 
some help in the set up at Meet the Breed but much of that 
was done by John and Lorraine and Brenda and Tim. I have 
new appreciation for the amount of time and effort put into 
the success of this important public introduction to our dogs. 
Emma (SHR Cuardach Emerald a Trek to Rinn RN JH) was 
available to meet and greet Saturday afternoon and was her 
usual happy tail wagging self.

We are looking forward to meeting with locals and other 
winter visitors with their IWS this winter and expect to 
compete with Emma in Rally and Obedience trials and with 
Megan (CH Cuardach Megans Trail at Rinn CDX RE NAJ 
NAP) in a few hunt tests. Wonderful winter weather here 
opens the door to many activities and the area boasts some 
exceptional dog training clubs.

From Mary Connelly
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R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S
M I D W E S T

Submitted by Susan Sarracino-Deihl

The MidWest Irishers finished 2013 strong with more group 
placements, a new breed CH, new rally titles for 4 IWS and two 
IWS added to the list of Quintessential Versatility Irishers. 

Conformation: Ch Beaufield Boundary Waters at Poole’s 
Ide, Lake, owned by Debra Patterson, Bridget Kvarnlov and 
Greg Siner continued his winning ways with group placements 
on 11/9 at the Coulee KC show and then on 12/7 and 12/8 at 
the Granite City KC shows. The MidWest has two new Ch’s, 
Rosemary Sexton’s lovely girl Auryn, now Ch Realta’s Never 
Ending Story “Auryn” SH RN, and Mary Daly’s Linus, now 
Ch Kulana’s It’s Raining Again. IWS showed at 6 shows in 
MN in Nov and Dec at which 4 of them were 4 pt major shows 
in bitches. Rosemary Sexton’s lovely girl Auryn took the 4 pt 
majors at three of the shows while Ruth Cocker’s lovely girl 
Gaia, Chantico’s Rising Tide BN took the 4 pt major at one of 
the shows. Mary Daly’s Linus went BOW to two of those 4 pt 
majors to finish his Ch. 

The first set of shows was the Coulee KC shows held in 
unheated Minnesota Equestrian Center in Winona, MN. On 
Saturday 11/9/2013 under Dr. Bob G Smith Mary Reich’s boy 
Joey, Muddy Waters Mama’s Boy TD went WD while Mary 
Daly’s Linus was RWD. Diane Wacker’s Eugenie, Chantico’s 
Storm Born O’Muddy Waters was Puppy1, Best Puppy and 
then took G2 in the Puppy Group. Ruth Bruskiewitz’s Luna 
took the 12-18 mo Bitch Class. Rosemary’s Auryn was 1st in 
the BBE bitch class and then WB/BW/BOS. In the Open 
class, 1st and RWB was Laurel Reeves’ Molly, Muddy Waters 
Ring Leader, while Ruth Crocker’s Gaia was 2nd. Lake, Ch 
Beaufield Boundary Waters at Poole’s Ide was BOB and went 

on to take Gr 4 under Mrs. Paula Hartinger.
On Sunday, 11/10 under Mrs. Meghen Riese Bassel, Linus 

was WD/BW for 4 pts, while Joey was RWD. In the bitches, 
Ruth Cocker’s Gaia was 1st in the Open class and WB for the 
4 pt major while Eugenie was RWB from the Puppy Bitch 
class. BOB was Lake.

The Minneapolis Kennel Club Shows on 11/23 and 11/24 
saw an entry of 4 IWS. Breed judges were Mr. Jon Cole and 
Mrs. Cindy Vogels, respectively. Mary Daly’s Linus went WD/
BW for 1 pt each day. The two girls entered split the points with 
Laurel’s Molly taking the point on Saturday and Diane’s 
Eugenie taking the point on Sunday. BOB both days was Lake 
owned by Debra, Bridget and Greg.

The last show weekend at which IWS showed was the 
weekend of 12/7 and 12/8. A very nice entry of 6 IWS showed, 
1 class dog, 5 class bitches for two more days of 4 pt majors and 
Lake. On 12/7 Mary Daly’s Linus went WD/BW for a 4 pt 
major to finish his CH. Way to go Mary! Four of the five girls 
who showed had been out previously in the month. Sue 
Underland joined the group with her puppy bitch Chantico’s 
Stormy Water. WB/OS both days to finish her CH was 
Rosemary’s Auryn. Nice job! Rosemary started showing Auryn 
in October and finished her a short 2 months later. Don’t we all 
wish the wins came that fast? RWB the first day was Ruth 
Crocker’s Gaia while Diane’s Eugenie was RWB on the second 
day. Lake was again BOB both days and took a Gr 4 under Mr. 
K Buxton on 12/7 and a Group 3 under Mrs. D Buxton on 
12/8. Everyone who went had a fabulous time. Ruth Crocker 
has written a lovely account of that show which appears attached 
to this report.

Rally: Several IWS owners and their Irishers hit the streets 
running in rally trials. Mary Oleska has been running her boy 
Remi in Rally trials this fall. He earned his first two legs 
towards his RN in fine fashion on 11/9 and 11/10 with a second 
place, score 97, and first place, score 90, in Rally Nov B. He 
then completed his RN at the North Start Rottweiler All Breed 
Obedience show on 11/30 with a second place, score 97. He has 
completed one leg for his RA with a 90, second place 12/1.

March Reich’s CH Muddy Waters Mariah UD, TD earned 
her RN with a 1st place Aug 9th at K-9 OTC. Mary also had 
her boy Cain, now Ch Archwave Another Cain UDX RE JH 
WCX, in both Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent classes. He 
completed both his RA and RE with 1st place wins for all of 
the legs. What a nice, nice performance! He started in Rally 
Advanced B at the Badger Golden Retriever Club trials 10/19 
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and 10/20 with and finished the RA at the Badger KC trial 
11/23. Scores for all those 1st places were 99’s. Cain earned his 
1st two legs for his RE at the Western Waukesha Co DTC 
trials on 11/29 (yes, two rally trials in one day). He finished his 
RE at the Oshkosh KC trial 12/15. Scores for those 1st places 
were 100, 98 and 99, respectively. 

Sarah Shanahan had two of her Irishers in Rally. Meric, Ch 
Muddy Waters Made in America CD JH RN and Maeve, 
Muddy Waters Payback’s a Bytch CD were both entered in the 
Oshkosh KC trial 12/15. Maeve took 1st in the Nov B class for 
her 2nd leg on her RN while Meric took 2nd in the class to 
finish his RN. He had earned the first two legs in 11/2008 and 
2/2010, respectively. Maeve will have to wait until the New 
Year to finish her RN.

Susan Sarracino-Deihl entered Paddy in three Rally trials 
for his RN. They braved blizzards both weekends to do so. 
Paddy earned leg one on 12/8 at Skokie KC, then leg #2 & #3 
on 12/14 & 15 to complete the RN. And that completes his 
IWSCA Quintessential Versatility Award, as he is now GCH 
CH Saracen Blue Thunder on the Marsh CD JH MHU RN 
WC WDX. 

TDI: Two Midwest IWS earned their TDI titles this fall. 
Judy O’Brien reports that her Gryffin, (D’Locks Flourish and 
Blotts RN BN CGC) earned his TDI. He and Judy have been 
volunteering at various nursing homes, hospitals and care 
facilities in the Omaha/Council Bluffs community. In addition 
the first weekend of Nov. Paddy, GCH CH Saracen Blue 
Thunder on the Marsh CD JH MHU RN WC WDX, earned 
his TDI and will be starting his volunteer work in 2014.

The old year is gone, the New Year is here. It’s -10 deg F 
outside and we are all bundled up snug and safe inside.

Have a safe and wonderful NEW YEAR.

From Ruth Crocker 
Coulee KC

The Coulee KC show site presented some new and interesting 
challenges to our intrepid band of IWS exhibitors. The show 
was	held	in	a	large	equestrian	facility;	grooming	space	consisted	
of individual box stalls. With a little advance planning we all 
managed to snag stalls adjacent to or across the aisle from each 
other, and having individual grooming “suites” was quite nice. 
However, routing electrical cords proved to be quite a challenge. 
Sarah Shanahan did a remarkable spider man imitation as she 
repeatedly scaled walls to hang cords from the tops of stalls, or 
to test cords and plugs during outages. She managed to keep 
everyone up and running. This was a new show date for the 
sponsoring club and they had not arranged for the heat to be 
turned on. The weather turned unseasonably cold and we all 
thought we were going to freeze by the end of Saturday’s show! 

Everyone headed to the Green Mill to warm up and had a fun 
time with lots of enjoyable conversation. Among those present 
were Mary Daly, Shannon Halle, Mary Reich, Sarah Shanahan, 
Ruth Crocker, Rosemary Sexton, Mary Olesky, Laurel Reeves, 
and Diane Wacker. Luckily they had the heat turned on for 
Sunday, but the facility was so large that it didn’t heat up to a 
comfortable level until noon on Sunday when everyone was 
departing.

St. Cloud (Granite City KC):
The temperatures took a nose dive just prior to the St. Cloud 

show but the atmosphere inside was warm and festive. The show 
was a small one but the venue layout and facilities were almost 
ideal and everyone was in a Christmas mood.  Once again we 
all managed to set up in the same grooming area which made 
fore easy visiting and much camaraderie. Sue Underland was 
recovering from PRK eye surgery but was present to cheer us 
all on and to take lots of pictures. This time it was Doug 
Underland’s turn to take puppy Izzie in the ring and we were 
all impressed by the amount of time and care the judge spent 
on a beginner. After our ring appearance on Saturday we all 
piled into a booth to have our picture taken with Santa. The 
photo shoot was Sue Underland’s idea (on left side, just below 
Santa) but we owed the photographer a medal for actually going 
through with it. :-) It was a real job getting everyone assembled. 
Standing l to r: Ruth Crocker/Gaia, Santa, Doug & Sue (seated) 
Underland/Izzie, Diane Wacker/Eugenie, Laurel Reeves/
Molly, Bridget Kvarnlov & Debbie Patterson/Lake. Seated l to 
r: Rosemary Sexton/Auryn, Shannon Halle (Mary Daly’s 
daughter)/Linus.

Among the dogs present were two bitches who simply do not 
get along (Gaia and Molly), two adolescent puppies who were 
ready to do something, anything, more fun than sit still (sisters 
Eugenie and Izzie) and two males who had their minds on an 
in season Duck Toller that was waiting outside the ring they 
had just shown in (Linus and Lake). Thank goodness for the 
calm and well trained Auryn in the middle of it all! Yet once 
they were all in position the dogs stayed there during several 
takes and not one moved until given permission at the end of 
the shoot. A Christmas miracle indeed!

The Green Mill once again became our gathering place and 
there ensued another evening of fun and friendship in spite of 
less than adequate service. Luckily several people obtained 
discount coupons for future meals. Present were Debbie 
Patterson. Bridget Kvarnlov, Doug Underland, Ruth Crocker, 
Diane Wacker, Laurel Reevers, Mary Daly, and Shannon Halle 
(Sue Underland was pretty exhausted due to her recent surgery 
and sat this one out.)
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Dogs in the Midwest Collage
Ba-Rock: Ch Whistletop’s Winds of 

Change VCD2 UD JH OA NA WC 
WD QVA, owner Deb Nezgoda/Joe 
Nezgoda 

Briar: Saracen Diamond on the 
Snow, owner Susan Sarracino-Deihl/
Robert Deihl

Cain: Ch Archwave Another Cain 
UDX RE JH WCX, owner Mary 
Reich/Robert Reich

Diva: Ch Saracen Fire and Ice, 
owner Susan Sarracino-Deihl/Robert 
Deihl

Erin: Ch Archwave A Shot of Irish 
Mist, owner Sarah Shanahan

Gryffin: D’Locks Flourish and Blotts 
BN RN CGC TDI, owner Judy O’Brien

Harp: Ch Cuardach Music Heart 
Round the World NAS NAJ NF OAJ, 
owner: Sarah Zumpf

Joey: Muddy Waters Mama’s Boy 
TD, owner Mary Reich/Robert Reich

Katie: Ch Aquashores Saracen 
Falling Waters SHU WDX

Luna: Hooligan’s Cloud Nine at 
Kendall, owner Ruth Bruskiewitz and 
Florence Blecher

Paddy: GCH CH Saracen Blue 
Thunder on the Marsh CD JH MHU 
RN WC WDX TDI QVA, owner 
Susan Sarracino-Deihl/Robert Deihl

Vanna: Realta’s Starry Night Vanna 
Gogh “Vanna” , owner Rosemary 
Sexton

Zinn: Ch Realta 0 to 60 in A Red 
Hot Second

Zoom: Ch Realta Zoom Zoom Zoom
MidWest IWS not pictured here or 

at the MN show:
Quasi: MACH Mole End One and 

Only, owner Liz Weaver
Gem: Cuardach Verity Diamonds 

and Ducks AX AXJ NF, owner Karen 
Blessing

Rommel: Ch Muddy Waters Risky 
Business, owner Sarah Shanahan

Ma d i s o n :  R e a l t a  S a r a c e n 
Forevermore JHU WD, owner Susan 
Sarracino-Deihl/Robert Deihl
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R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S
S O U T H W E S T

Submitted by Liz Liddle

Greetings everyone! I hope everyone is having a good 
winter. It has been fairly warm and dry out here in the SW 
giving everyone great weather to go out and enjoy the sunny 
days with their Irishers. 

We have a new show boy in Southern California. Suzanne 
Zondler and Phil Zack have long awaited their boy, “Casey”, 
Poole’s Ide Just in Case out of Claire and Tinker. For Casey’s 
first time in the ring in October at 5 1/2 months he took a 
Puppy Group 1 under Judge Pat Ulloa at the Los Encinos KC 
match. Congratulations to all!

From Sally Lewis and Lois MacDonald:
Our girls have been very busy this season.
Our oldest, River, is 9 years old and starting her new sport 

of Nose Work. She has completed her first class and will be 
starting her Vehicle Searches class in January. River really loves 
doing it and has the knick name “bull” in her class because she 
is a veritable “bull in a china shop” pursuing the orders. Nothing 
stops her as she plows through sniffing for her “finds.”

Bonnie (GCH Ch Poole’s Ide Bonnie Brook CD RA) has 
one leg of her Rally Excellent tittle and is also training for her 
open obedience title. She has advanced in Nose Work and 
passed her Birch ORT (Odor Recognition Test) so is certified 
for participation in Nose Work One Trials. She loves nose work 
and will be trialing soon. Interestingly, training in Nose Work 
has actually decreased her counter surfing while increasing her 
teamwork with Lois.

Porter (Ch Arroyo’s Begin the Beguine OA OAJ) has been 
very busy trialing in Agility. In December she completed her 
open Standard and Jumper’s titles and has one leg of her 
Excellent title in Standard. Sally and Porter have been trialing 
about every other weekend and are having a blast doing it. 
Attached is a picture of Porter at a recent trial.

Sally
Congratulations Sally and Lois on your accomplishments 

with River, Bonnie and Porter. You are doing a great job with 
all three beautiful girls!

Supported Entry/Golden Gate Kennel Club/Daly City, CA.
We are looking forward to our next supported entry at the 

Golden Gate Kennel Club Dog Show on Saturday, January 
25th at the Cow Palace in Daly City, Ca. We have an entry of 
3-4 (1-1). It is one of the few benched shows in the country. For 
anyone in attending, dogs will be benched for the duration of 

the weekend in the Irish Water Spaniel area. Come and visit! 
The sup is MBF, so you can check the ring times at www.
infodog.com.

Judges Education Mentors and Presenters
As it has been discussed on the Rat Tails list, the JEC is 

looking for Mentors and Presenters. As we have none in the 
Southwest, I would be most pleased to see some applicants from 
our area so we can offer JE in our region. It would be a great 
addition to our Supported Entries. I encourage anyone that 
wants to apply! We can certainly benefit from your knowledge. 

Congratulations aren’t enough for Jenn Lego and Curry for 
being invited and attending the Eukanuba Agility Invitational. 
Jenn and Curry have worked hard for this invitation. Your 
Southwest cheering section thanks you for representing us in 
Florida and wish you great success in your future trials!

Curry

Porter
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Submitted by Wendy O’Leary

As an introductory column for the Rat Tails Newsletter 
we are starting off with a great article written by Michael 
Roeterdink on the Field Trials in France and a piece from 
Sandra Franks, a brand new IWS Owner in Ottawa, Canada.

The Irish Splash Crew (Rocket, Whiskey and Keylee) are 
on their winter sojourn on the West Coast of Florida and all 
our meets and greets with the other IWS owners who migrate 
south for the winter will be covered by Brenda Bauerlein in 
her column, all except for the Dockdiving events we attend 
which happen at the end of January and beginning of February.

Hopefully there will be something for everyone in this 
column and interesting facts from each country we have 
members....so if you have an article or even some little brags 
just send them my way and I will ensure they make the 
column.

At this time I would like to thank the Board for taking an 
idea I set forward, approving the idea and of course voting me 
in to build this column from the beginning.  

Wendy O’Leary

Field Trials France 2013

Five days of spaniel field trials were ahead of us when we 
packed our car and drove 1200 km to Ile d’Oleron. Ile 
d’Oleron was the place where the first two days of trials were 
held. Normally the trials are held on pheasants but here were 
mainly rabbits. The fields were spread over a large part of the 

island and most of the fields were pretty hard to go through, 
even for the dogs. The first day Hans Knoppert was competing 
with Rudy (Brendan v.h. Nardinc Bastion) and Miss Nuala 
(Aquatikus Home Run) and Annelies had entered Kenzie 
(Green Socks Touch-and-Go).

Kenzie had a hard time finding rabbits and/or birds. Rudy 
also was unlucky but on the first day Miss Nuala flushed a 
pheasant, wasn’t shot but afterwards did an acceptable cold 
retrieve.

Ripple (Fynder Full Blast) had to do her debutant test 
(same set up as trial but with a planted bird) as it was her first 
time at the trials. She passed the test after having to chase a 
running pheasant which wasn’t easy.

The second day at the trials at Ile d’Oleron wasn’t a success 
at all and in general very few placements and qualifications in 
all fields. Definitely time to move to the next trials!

On the Saturday the Marcheprime (south of Bordeaux) 
trials started. It must have been the 15th year that we went to 
Marcheprime. This day we had entered all our four dogs and 
in total six Irish Water Spaniels were competing in several 
groups and fields. Kenzie started and did a great job. Worked 
for about 20 minutes, flushed a pheasant and had a perfect 
cold retrieve. Miss Nuala worked immediately afterwards but 
Hans wasn’t satisfied with her style and stopped her run. 
Ripple unfortunately had a field with quite difficult cover and 
she hadn’t the experience to do a nice hunt. For Rudy and 
Liffey (Green Socks Summer Queen) we had to move to 
another field. Rudy had a good run. Found, flushed and 
retrieved. Liffey was the last dog competing in that field. She 
started pretty good. Great pattern but after a few minutes she 
was selective deaf and followed her own mind. She flushed a 
bird at about 100 meters away and the judges had to eliminate 
her. For sure she had a great time.  After lunch it was Torann 
(Green Socks Flying Dutchman) who had to do his debutant 
test. Torann did a very short hunt, a good retrieve and was 
steady on shot so he passed!

On Sunday we were not so lucky as Kenzie and Miss Nuala 
had high numbers and both had to run in the same field as 
Saturday. The girls were running under a Belgium judge who 
was judging weird. Kenzie was eliminated for flushing a 
pheasant on a path. Miss Nuala flushed two birds but the 
judge decided not to qualify her because he didn’t like her 
style. Rudy had fun in his run in a quite open field and was 
eliminated for not being steady.
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Running order wasn’t the best for Torann as he was nearly 
last. His first field trial and also my first attempt. He started 
a bit slow but as soon as he came in the wood with bracken 
vegetation he used the wind and showed a real nice search 
pattern. Unfortunately no birds!

Ripple and Annelies were afterwards and run last out of a 
group of 12 spaniels competing. Within ten minutes Ripple 
made a marvellous point. It seemed that she had trouble to 
find the bird in the bracken but with her typical jumping/
springing way she got spot on the bird and flushed it. Ripple 
was more or less steady and after being sent for the retrieve 
she brought a very lively bird.  The run continued and after 
another few minutes she flushed her second bird. Guns were 
alert and bird dropped dead. The retrieve wasn’t a problem at 
all.

Rudy had slowed down a bit during his last trial on Monday. 
He worked very eff icient and picked two live birds. 
Unfortunately his first retrieve wasn’t really solid and he 
wasn’t completely steady on shot.

Miss Nuala had a good flush but on her way to this bird she 
flushed four other ones. She had a difficult time to locate the 
shot bird but in the end she managed. Kenzie worked 
afterwards and didn’t find a bird in her run of twenty minutes. 
She got the opportunity to continue the way back to the cars 
as she was last one running. Just in front of the cars she 
suddenly scented a cock in the brambles and flushed this bird. 
Her trials ended with a correct retrieve.

In the meantime I had my second run with Torann.  He 
started with a lot of speed and covering a large part of the 
wood. He had some trouble to find birds as we had backwind. 
After ten minutes he made a move forward, turned to the 
right and it seemed that he came back to me but before I could 
properly see what happened he flushed his first bird. The shot 
fired, I grabbed my whistle and on the whistle he sat down. 
Called him in and send him for the retrieve. I had no idea 

where the bird dropped but Torann did. I was pretty pleased 
with what he showed. After this nice work he thought he was 
done and his pace dropped. Lack of experience!

The last dog—again  competing was Ripple. She started a 
little further and Ripple worked for almost fifteen minutes at 
a constant high speed. After a while I thought that Ripple was 
unlucky. We couldn’t follow Ripple that well as there were 
large bushes between the judges, gun, Annelies and the little 
group of spectators. Suddenly I saw Ripple coming through 
the bushes and I saw her chasing a pheasant. The bird flew but 
the gun wasn’t in a good shooting 
position. Ripple immediately 
returned to Annelies and 
afterwards Ripple was given a 
cold retrieve which she brought 
in nicely. At the price giving this 
run was awarded with a 1st 
Excellent with CACT. A big, big 
surprise especially when you 
know she is only 16 months old.

Michael Roeterdink

Results

Ile ‘d Oleron
Aquatikus Home Run - Very Good
Fynder Full Blast - passed debutant
Marcheprime

Saturday
Brendan v.h. Nardinc Bastion - Very Good
Green Socks Touch and Go - 3rd Excellent
Green Socks Flying Dutchman - passed debutant

Sunday
Fynder Full Blast - 1st Excellent

Monday
Aquatikus Home Run - CQN
Brendan v.h. Nardinc Bastion - Good
Fynder Full Blast - 1st Excellent CACT
Green Socks Flying Dutchman - Very Good
Green Socks Touch and Go - 3rd Excellent
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My First Irish Water Spaniel

A number of years ago I decided 
to pursue my on and off dream of owning 
an IWS, having fallen for the delightful 
Maria who starred in the British TV 
series “The Irish RM.”  I also had a 
friend who owned an exuberant male 
who used to gallop alongside us when 
we rode the trails on our horses  he only 
responded to the name “Cookie” on 
those occasions.  I did some research on 
the breed but was unable to locate any 
dogs in my area and didn’t have time to 
travel any distance to check out breeders.  
So I opted for a standard poodle and 
resolved to revisit the Irishers next time 
around.

12 years later, purely by chance, I 
met a lady with a lovely IWS (one of the 
few I had seen since we had moved to 
Ontario) at our local agility training 
facility.  I was smitten by “Clipper”, a 
Mallyree dog who had been bred by 
Marion Hopkins, and so my search for 
a puppy was on.  This time it was so 
much easier as I now had the Internet to 
help me, so I contacted Catherine Coles 
in Kingston and met her two great girls, 
following which Catherine most kindly 
invited me to accompany her to the 
2013 National Specialty in Wilmington 
where I could meet other breeders and 
see many IWS’s doing their stuff.  I had 
a wonderful time there and was able to 
focus on the breed and appreciate their 
versatility, along with meeting some 
breeders and their dogs.  Luck was 
surely on my side, as I was introduced 
to Greg Siner who told me that his 
bitch, Claire, was expecting a litter 
early that summer and to contact him if 
I was interested in a puppy.  I sure was 
and the timing was perfect, so in July 

my friend and I made the trip to Rhode 
Island and came home with the puppy 
that Greg thought would be the best 
choice for me  now known as “Trooper” 
(Poole’s Ide Super Trooper).  

My first five months with this boy 
have been great fun, if somewhat 
frustrating at times.  As with all 
puppies, every day was and still is an 
adventure and a learning experience for 
me to get to know this unique breed.  I 
was prepared for a challenge and got 
one!  However, through persistence and 
a positive approach to his training, 
Trooper is shaping up to be everything 
I want in my next performance dog.  I 
am listing some of the behaviours (off 
the top of my head  not in any particular 
order) that I have observed and I’m 
curious to know if they are typical of 
most IWS male adolescents:
•	 Tremendous	appetite	(tucks	 into	all	

his meals with gusto and always 
wants more)

•	 Tendency	to	pick	up	and	try	 to	eat	
anything he sees on the ground 
including small stones, sticks etc.

•	 Sees	little	point	to	being	on	a	leash	
but wonderful off leash – always 
keeps an eye out for where I am and 
usually hurtles back to me when 
called

•	 Extremely	 quick	 to	 learn	 what	 I	
teach him EXCEPT walking politely 
on a loose leash down the street 
(actually starting to improve...)

•	 Can’t	tolerate	too	much	grooming	so	
needs incentives and for me to speed 
up

•	 Impatient	(if	he	wants	something	it	
must be NOW)

•	 Very	vocal	when	he	wants	something
•	 Amuses	himself	if	bored	and	nothing	

much happening
•	 Abundant	energy	-	as	long	as	he	gets	

two long, off leash runs a day, all is 

well
•	 Wants	to	play	with	every	dog	he	sees	

– loves them all even if they don’t 
love him

•	 Steals	items	from	open	drawers	and	
cupboards, chairs, shelves etc.  – 
especially shoes, insoles, underwear, 
cushions

•	 A	loyal	companion	–	always	wants	to	
be with me

•	 Has	discovered	the	 joys	of	 jumping	
into water and swimming – especially 
when he sees ducks (now a hazard 
until next summer)

•	 Loves	the	cold	Canadian	winter	and	
especially snow (colder the better for 
him)

•	 Exuberant	–	how	to	quell	his	urge	to	
jump up or just enjoy it!

•	 Never	 goes	 outside	 without	
something in his mouth (usually a 
soft toy)

•	 Tremendous	urge	 to	chew	–	we	go	
through many pressed rawhides etc. 
Beginner competitive obedience 

classes are now in progress and we hope 
to continue with puppy agility 
foundation work in the Spring, along 
with an introduction to field work.  So 
lots to look forward to now that I have 
a dog with energy to spare!

I have become acquainted with four 
other IWS owners and their dogs in the 
Ottawa area and hope to have a get 
together with all of them in 2014.    

Thank you for your interest in our 
journey,

Sandra and Trooper

International Report (Continued from page 21)
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AKC’s Canine Good Citizen®
What is it?

Welcome to the AKC’s Canine 
Good Citizen (CGC) Program. Started 
in 1989, the CGC Program is designed 
to reward dogs who have good manners 
at home and in the community. The 
Canine Good Citizen Program is a 
two-part program that stresses 
responsible pet ownership for owners 
and basic good manners for dogs. All 
dogs who pass the 10-step CGC test 
may receive a certif icate from the 
American Kennel Club.

AKC’s Canine Good Citizen 
(CGC) Program

Many dog owners choose Canine 
Good Citizen training as the first step 
in training their dogs. The Canine 
Good Citizen Program lays the 
foundation for other AKC activities 
such as obedience, agility, tracking, and 
performance events. As you work with 
your dog to teach the CGC skills, you’ll 
discover the many benefits and joys of 
training your dog. Training will 
enhance the bond between you and 
your dog. Dogs who have a solid 
obedience education are a joy to live 
with-they respond well to household 
routines, have good manners in the 
presence of people and other dogs, and 
they fully enjoy the company of the 
owner who took the time to provide 
training, intellectual stimulation, and a 
high quality life. We sincerely hope that 
CGC will be only a beginning for you 
and your dog and that after passing the 
CGC test, you’ll continue training in 
obedience, agil ity, tracking, or 
performance events.

AKC’s Canine Good Citizen (CGC) 
Program is one of the most rapidly 
growing programs in the American 
Kennel Club. There are many exciting 
applications of this wonderful, entry 
level that go beyond the testing and 
certifying of dogs.

Many other countries (including 
England, Australia, Japan, Hungary, 
Denmark, Sweden, Canada, and 
Finland) have developed CGC 
programs based on the AKC’s CGC 
Program. A CGC Neighborhood 
Model has been established, police and 
animal control agencies use CGC for 
dealing with dog problems in 
communities, some therapy dog groups 
use the CGC as a partial screening tool, 
and some 4-H groups around the 
country have been using the CGC as a 
beginning dog training program for 
children.

AKC’s Canine Good Citizen 
(CGC) Program

A number of specialty (one breed 
only) clubs give the CGC at their 

annual national dog show. Dog clubs 
have discovered that the CGC is an 
event that allows everyone to go home 
a winner. Veterinarians have recognized 
the benefits of well-trained dogs and 
there are some CGC programs in place 
in veterinary hospitals. State legislatures 
began recognizing the CGC program 
as a means of advocating responsible 
dog ownership and 34 states now have 
Canine Good Citizen resolutions.

In a little over one decade, the 
Canine Good Citizen Program has 
begun to have an extremely positive 
impact in many of our communities. 
This is a program that can help us assure 
that the dogs we love will always be 
welcomed and well-respected members 
of our communities.

Reprinted from AKC website
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2014 IWSCA Membership Dues Renewal 
Renewals for 2014 must be received by January 1, 2014 

Non-renewed memberships lapse on March 1, 2014 

 
Current Information 

 
 Membership:  
 Member Name:  
 Street:  
 City:  
 Telephone:  
 Email:  

Household Membership 2nd Member 
 
    Member Name:________________________ 
    
    Telephone:____________________________ 
    
    Email:________________________________ 
     

 
Has your contact info changed?  If so, please print 

update below. 
        Name: _______________________________ 
 Street/PO:  _______________________________ 
 City:  _______________________________ 
 State: ________  Zip:  __________________ 
 Telephone:  _______________________________ 
 Email:  _______________________________ 
 

As of January 2014, the IWSCA newsletter  
Rat Tails will be delivered bi-monthly as an 
Email in pdf form.  Printed (hard copy) color cover 
with black and white interior editions will be mailed 
via 1st class to those opting to continue to receive a 
printed newsletter at the subscription rate of $80 per 
year. 
[    ]  I/We wish to receive the newsletter in printed 
         form. 
 

                                                                      Payment Information 
  
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   $15 Junior / $25 Regular / $40 Household $________________ 

NEWSLETTER HARDCOPY  MAILED         $80.00                                             $________________ 

IWSCA NATIONAL SPECIALTY FUND                         $________________ 

IWSCA RESCUE FUND                         $________________ 

IWSCA GENETIC CONCERNS FUND                         $________________ 

IWSCA LEGISLATIVE FUND                                                                                 $________________ 

IWSCA BREEDER EDUCATION PROGRAMS                         $________________ 

IWSCA GENERAL FUND                          $________________ 

                                                                                  TOTAL ENCLOSED             $________________ 

[  ]  I’m paying with a check made out to IWSCA 
[  ]  I’m paying with the credit card listed below* 
   
          Card Type (Visa or Mastercard): #______________________________________ Exp__________ 
        

                             Name on credit card:____________________________________________________ 

       *A 4% convenience fee will be added to all credit card transactions. 
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Advertising Reservation Form

Your Name:  ____________________________________________  _________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Dog’s Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  __________________________________________________ State:  __________________ ZIP:  _____________________

Home Phone:  ___________________________________________ Work/Cell:  _______________________________________

 Placement Cost: Club Member Non-Club Vendor
n Back Cover Plus Full Page Inside Back Cover $  50.00 $100.00

n Centerfold 2 full pages (includes 2 photos) $  75.00 $125.00

n Full Page (1 photo) $  55.00 $  75.00

n Half Page Horizontal (1 photo) $  40.00 $  60.00

n Quarter Page (1 photo) $  30.00 $  50.00

n Quarter Page (no photo) $  15.00 $  25.00

n Additional photo in full or half page $  10.00 $  10.00

n Classified Ad (Business Card or three lines) $    5.00 $  10.00

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

•	 All	ads	placed	on	right	page	in	order	received.

•	 Please	use	a	separate	order	form	for	each	ad	even	if	they	are	in	the	same	issue.	Indicate	if	you	want	ads	on	facing	pages,	
consecutive pages and in what order for multiple ads.

•	 Type	or	clearly	print	all	advertising	copy	and	instructions	using	upper	and	lower	case	as	you	want	your	copy	to	appear.	Proofs	
will be sent to advertisers with email addresses. IWSCA is not responsible for errors when ad copy is handwritten.

•	 It	is	the	advertiser’s	responsibility	to	obtain	permission	to	reprint	photographs.

•	 Pedigrees	must	be	typed.

•	 Label	photos	with	your	name	and	address	and	the	dog’s	name.	Include	any	instruction	for	cropping.	DO	NOT	USE	A	PEN.

•	 Mail/email	this	form	to	the	Editor	at	the	address	on	the	inside	front	cover.	You	will	receive	an	invoice	for	payment	due	in	
U.S. funds (payable to IWSCA) and mailed to the Treasurer.

•	 Please	submit	ads	in	.doc	or	.pdf	format.

•	 Photos	at	a	minimum	of	300	dpi,	in	.jpg	or	.tiff	format	preferred.




